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this is completed a proclamation will be is-
sued proroguing Parliament. I move-

That the House at its rising adjourn
until Thursday, the 02nd Januaryj, 1995.

Hon. J. EWING (South-West) [7.32]: 1
should like to take this opportunity of ea,-
tending my thanks, and those of every mem-
ber of the House, to the Leader of the
Hoose and the Honorary Minister for the
extreme courtesy they have extended to us
during the session. I congratulate the Co-
lonial Secretary on so successfully conduct-
Iag the business of this arduous session. It
is true, that a large number of Bills have
not passed, but in their wisdom members
on this side bave thought it better not to
pass them.

Members: Hear, headl
Hon. 3. EWING: Throughout the time

you, have occupied the position of Clan'
man of Committees you have given extra.
ordinasy satisfaction to members, Tb. work
yea have done during the last 48 hours or
me, however, must have. tried you very rmch.
I am aere that member& extend to you their
deepest thanks for thie manner in which yen
have conducted the business and join in
wishing you & happy Christmas and a pros-
porous New Year. I have had considerable
experience of the officers of the House and 1
line. than to be thoroaglhy .ffieint and
that everything has been done in apple pie
order. It is, perhaps saperflusua on my part
tat mention the "Hansard," staff. In that
staff we have one that is equal, if not en-
parlor, to say other "Haneard" staff in
Aastraliai, The. Leader of that staff has
performed his duties with grat efficiency
sad courtesy. The mannmer in whish the
''Hansard'' work is carried nit cannot be
surpassed in any of oew Parliaments. 1
wish you, Mr. Chairman, the Colonial Secre-
tary, and all a happy Christmas and a 1,ros-
perous New Year.

The DE.PUTY PRESIDENT: Oin behalf
of the President and, myself, and the clericad
as well as the " Hamtard " staff, I deasreto
express our warm, appreciation of the very
kind remarks that have been made by the
Leader of the Hous and by Mr. Ewing re-
garding our work. T recip~rocate the kindl~
feelings that have been expressed towards
us, and hope that members will enjoy to
the full the coming seasot,.

Qaestion put and passed.

Hans adjourned at 7.85 &m.
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The SPE3AER took the (Thotr at 11
a.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION --WATER SHORTAGE,
NORTH BODDALIN.

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Hon. .1. Cir-
niftgham, Hlonorary Minister: 1, Is hs seines
of the alarming position of the Northr fBe-
dalin settlers in regard to water supply:
(A) The0 dams are absolutely emptY, mot oils
having a kerosene-tinful of water in it; (b)
the average acreage to be cropped this com-
ing autumn will be 250 acres per settler;
(e) to get thi3i aceage in there ore the f ol-
lowing :-Shnddon, Marshall, 18 miles from

pieline; Earle, Bassett, 19 miles from pipe
Ine M.organ, Kinocc, 17 miles from pipe
line; King, Foley, 15 miles from pipe line;
five othters, 14 miles from pipe lite; two
others, 10 miles hrorn pipe line; five others,
nine miles from pipe line-entailing for
cartage of water a total journey of from
38 to' 18, stilegti 2-, Is, be aware that unless
water is made available the acreage to be
cropped will be approximately cut down by
half; namely, 2,000 acres will be cropped
instead of 4,000 acres? 3, In view of the
great economnic loss and retarding of pro-
gress, wilt he cause action to be taken to
save the situation?

Hom,. j. CtNTG#AM replied': 1, A
proposal to ewt-ad tfie water main, to, the
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North Boddalin district has been fully con-
sidered, but owing to there being no money
available for the work the proposition was,
with regret, deferred. 2,' No. 3, Water has
been made available by the department at
Boddalin Siding, from whence it will have to
be carted by the settlers.

QUESTION-POLICE PAY.
Mr. J. H. SMITH asked the Minister for

Justice: 1, What action, if any, has been
taken to consider the request for increase of
pay by the police? 2, Will he recommend
that such increments be granted as wilT
bring the pay up to the Queensland stand-
ardf

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE replied:
1 and 2, A deputation from the Police As-
sociation met me yesterday, 22nd inst., and
discussed the whole matter of pay and con-
ditions of the Police Force, and the matter
is now under consideration.

QUESTION-RAILWAY SLEEPING
-CARS, VERMIN.

Mr. A. WANSBROUOH asked the Minis-
ter for Railways: 1, Have complaints been
made that second class sleeping cars on the
goldields express and on the Great Southern
railway arc infested with vermin? 2, If so,
what steps are being taken to exterminate
the vermin? 3, If no steps are being taken,
will investigations be made?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Occasional complaints have been
received in respect of certain compartments,
but carriages are not infested with vermin.
2, The whole carriage is specially treated
immediately any complaint is received. In
addition to this all carriages are fumigated
for the extermination of any vermin twice
annually, and they are thoroughly cleaned
and examined alter every trip. 8, Answered
by No 2.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

Oil motion by the -Minister for -Justice,
leave of absence for two weeks ranted to
Mr. Lambert (0oolgardie) on the ground
of urgent private business.

BILL-LAND TAX ANn INCOME TAX.

Council's Request for Conference.
Mfessoge from fthe Counil requesting a

ccnfer-nee with mnagners for the Assem-
bly 'tow considered.

The PREMIER (Pion. P. Collipr..Boul-
der) FlI.71: I move-

That a message be transmitted to the
Council agreeintg to a con ference; that
the Ron, Wf. C. Anguin, Mr. Richardson

and the mover be appointed manager.
on behalf of the Assemably, and that the
conference met in the Speaker's room
at 12.80 pa.

Mr. TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret) (11.8]: I
oppose the motion for a conference. At
the close of the last Parliament the posi-
tion was exactly reversed. This House
asked for a conference on the same Bill
then: this year the other place is asking
for a conference. As Speaker I then
pointed out to the House as clearly as I
could the duty of this Chamber. I pointed
out that we had no right to sacrifice the
privileges of the Assembly by granting a
conference to another place on a financial
Bill, or mosey Bill as it is commonly
termed. Under the Constitution Act we
have no right to do that. Certainly there
is provision in our Standing Orders, and
there is precedent in ''afy,'' for confer-
ences on Bills when there are disagree-
ments between the two Houses, but only on
Bills which the other House has a right to
amend and in respect of which it has the
right to press its amendments. As re-
gards money Bills another place has not
those rights, and therefore should not be
granted a conference in this instance. By
pranting another place a conference as
requested, we shall be conceding to another
place an equal footing with this Chamber
as regards financial matters-a most
dangerous procedure. Our forebears, who
succeeded in gaining the privilege for the
people's Chamber in respect of money
Bills, would turn in their graves if they
knew we sat here silent during the
whittling away of a right which has come
to us down the corridors of time. This is
a question of vita! Importane. I am
surprised at the attitude of memhers who
claim at every stage that they represent
the people, that they are democrats, that
democracy demands this and that. Those
great democrats are yielding up that privi-
lege, and still claiming to be deniocratal
It is not out of place for me to quote the
Minister for Lands on this important
question, and to quote what you, Mr.
Speaker, said last year with great effect
upon this Chamber. ft is not necessary
for toe to quote any of the remarks I my-
self made as Speaker, because I believe I
put the matter clearly. Still, it unfortu-
nately seems to be the Case that I did not
do it clearly enough to convince the House
of tile vital importance of the question.
The Premier of th e day was anxious to get
his finaree Bills through, and the Premier
of to-day is similarly anxious, if one is to
judge by the motion he has moved. The
only thing the present Premier has that
last session's Premier did not have is that
the other chap is asking for a conference
this time. The other chap is now asking
for something he has no right to get. The
Premier of the past was prepared to give
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to the other fellow, without his asking for
it, something that be had no right to get.
Last session the present Minister for Lands
spoke as follows:-

Two-thirds of the troubles of the
Premier are due to members of the
Legislative Council. and he runs away
from. them every time they bark at htin.
They know the Premier will give in, and
is prepared to sell the rights of the
people every time in the hope that
everything will be all right in the
future. By and by the Council will look
upon this sort of thing as a matter of
right.

The Premier: You ought to be ashamed
of yourself.

Ifon. W. C. Angwin: Twenty years ago
the Council would never have dared to
send such a message down here. Did
Sir Newton Moore, as Premier, yield in
a similar instance? He said, "Throw
out the Bill," and they threw it out.

There are several columns of what the
present Minister for Lands Eai-J last year
in detente of the privileges of this Cham-
ber. Every member of the House, and
especially new members, should read that
utterance. And you, Mr, Speaker, as
member for Kanowna, on the ifloor of the
House wade some observations on the sub-
ject. I realise that if you were on the
floor of the Chamber to-day, you would be
equally severe and strong in defence of
this Chamber's rights. Addressing the
Speaker of that day, you said-

You, Sir, have clearly set out the posi-
tion. There can be no compromise or
give and take over this matter. This
Chamber has supreme authority over nll
Bills relating to money or imposing
taxation. There can be no conference,
because if we initiate a conference we
shall presume that this House may yield.
The Council has no right to do other
than suggest or. request amendments.
All we can do is to accede to or reject
their request. Every Legislative Assem-
bly at times has had a similar fight with
every Legislative Council, but it will
remain for this Chamber to break down
the time-honoured traditions of the his-
tory of ]British Parliamentary institu-
tions if we yield on this matter.

We yielded, and a conference was granted.
But the tenacity of the present Minister
for Lands was not abated even at that
stage. After the House had voted against
his opinion, he raised the question whether
the Chamber was in a position to instrut
the managers how they should act at the
conference; and the hon. member then
moved a motion which tied the bands of
the managers-

That it be an instruction to the man-
agers appointed by the House to insist
upon the Bill as transmitted to the
Legislative Council by this House.

The Mouse carried that motion. In view
of that resolution, what was the attitude
of this Chamber? It was against granting
a conference, and againist placing the (other
branch of the Legislature of thin State onl
an equal footing with this Chamber in
respect of financial minlers. The Assvn-
bly managers went to thle ConfereceV WithI
their hands tied. They hiad to get the Bill
or nothing.

The Minister for Lands: Thai is so.
Mr. TAYLOR: T ai anxious to protect

the rights and privileges of this Chamber.
I d4o think -we should do that. I do niot
think we should allow the Upper House
to confer with us upon mnatters respecting
which the Constitution Bays they shall not
confer. We are right in granting them a
r-onference on disputes between the two
Houses in matters upon which they have
the right to press their amnendmients, but
only in respect of sueh matters.

Eon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [112161: I hope the Rouse, wfll
grant a conference, for conferences mean
common sense.

Mr. Marshall: You are not a lover of the
Constitution when it does not suit yon.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Not If
you are the constitution, certainly not.

Mr. Marshall: You are as bad as Tom
Walsh.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: But still1
much better than you. I1 remember all that
happened last year. The Speaker went well
out of his way in addressing the House as
ha did.

The Minister for Mines: Every Speaker
has to show that he knows something oe-
casionally.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes, that
applied even to my friend. I remember the
atttitude of the Speaker lna session. He
had it all his own way, and when I called for
a division he said I was too late.

Mr. Corboy: The question was% carried
unanimously!

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL:- No, it
was not. Members who vote with the Pmo-
inier to-day will be able to do so without
a blush of shame on their cheeks. Last year
the Speaker, in my opinion, went much
farther than he Should have done in discuss-
ing the mnatter. He did not content himself'
with advising the House, but made a very
long speech, and when I ealled for a division
ho said I was not permitted to disagree. I
do not know how we should get on If we
could not have conversations and conferences
with another place. They have a perfect
right to ask for a conference, else why
shouild we send the Bill to them at all1 The
alternative to a conference is to let the Bill
go, hold another session, and bring down
another Bill that will sult the Couneil. I
do not kno-w which is the greater surrender.
I should say that to hold another session
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and bring in the Bill that the Council de-
mands. is the grester surrender of the two.

Hon. S. W. hiunsie: Who said we were
going to do that?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It is the
alternative to granting a conference. It has
happened before. The method suggested by
the Premier is much less of a surrender
than is the course advocated by the member
for Mr. Marearet (Mr. Taylor). I hope the
motion will be carried. I am only support-
ing the Premier because the Minister for
Lands cannot possibly support him in view
of the Minifster 'a attitude last session.

The Premier: I think you and I together
can beat him.

Ron. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It in
Rot proposed to surrender any rights to an-
other place.

Mr. A. Waneabrough: Therefore, the re-
sult of the eonferince can only be finalised
in this House.

Hon. Sir JAM*ES MITCHELL: The re-
suit must always be accepted or rejected by
both Houses. T have no wish to surrender
aaything at all to'another place, but the
columonsense way of overcoming these diff-
culties is to appoint managers from both
Houses, and hold a. conference. Moreover,
the proposed conference will afford the
Treasurer the only opportunity he can have
for putting his views direct to representa-
tives of another place

Hon. W. D3. JrOHNSON (Guildford)
[13.251: 1 cannot see why we should re-
fass the request of another place. If an-
other place can submit to ns suggested
amendments for our consideration, and If
we consider those amendments-as we have
done-surely we are not reducing either our
power or our dignity in acceding to the re-
qnest of another place for a conference on
those amendments. If the Council were in-
sisting upon their amendments

Mr. Taylor: They are.
Hon. W_ D. JOHNSON: No, they are

not. The amendments have been returned to
us, and the C ouncil have asked for a con-
ference. They do not ash for a conference
in order to insist upon the amendments- It
is not suggested that the conference shall
discuss those amendments we have already
rejected. We do not even know what ia the
object of the conference. Since we have
considered the Council 'a amendments, surely
we can now meet the repiresentatives 6f the
Council in conference! Possibly at that con-
ference we could* do, those representatives a
power of good; we might even convince them
that they are going a step too far in eng-gestintr that conferences should he hell be-
tweenl the two Houses. It is no use our con-
deiing conffteaces, when it is quite easy
for us to send three of our representatives
to meet the Council's managers. The mem-
ber for MAt. Margaret (Mr. Taylor) might
he quite a good representative of this House
to meet the represetitatives of another House.

The Premier: And we could then lock the
door on the outside.

lHon. W. D3. JOHNSON: Yes, and I would
keep the key until the member for Mt. Mar-
garet had exhausted himself upon them. We
should be reasonable. I have no brief for
another place, hut I have always adopted
the attitude that we should exhaust all re-
asonable means of arriving at settlements.
This is not in any way sacrificing our rights;
it is merely taking up a reasonable attitude
on a reasonable request.

Mr. Taylor: It is giving away our righits.
Hfon. W. D). JOHNSON: It is doing noth-

ing of the sort.
Mr. Taylor. The rights of another place

cease with the passing or rejecting of the
Bill. They are not entitled to amend it.

Hon. W. 33. JOHNSON: It is possible
that at this conference the representatives
of another place will show the Treasurer
where he could reduce the income tax and
increase the land tax. Even that might be
the better way. We are not justified in
arriving at conclusions as to what the Coun-
cil propose to discuss at the conference. No
harm can result from such a meeting.

Mr. SLEEMTAN (Fremantle) (11.301: 1
should like to know from you, Mr. Speaker,
whether the managers appointed by this
House have the power to hind this House,
or shall we have a. further opportunity to
discuss the mnatter?

Mr. SPEAKER [11.311:. As regards the
privileges of the House, it may be well for
me to state the exact positioa so far as I
see it. The question is not one of Standing
Orders or of ordinary procedure. If it were
so, all that has been uttered with reference
to exhausting all possible mneans Would have
been perfectly cogent and would have had
strict relation to the subject But unfor-
tunately for that view, the procedure in this
matter is governed by an Act of Parliament,
the most sacred Act-if I may say so-the
Constitution Act. I desire that every mem-
ber should understand the position as set out
in that Act. The Constitution Act Amend-
ment Act of 1921, Section 2, reads-

46. (1) Bills appropriating revenue or
moneys or imposing taxation shall not
originate in the Legislative Council.

That is the first restriction placed by the
Constitution Act upon the Learislative Coun-
eil in dealing with a money Bill.

(2) The Lctrislatire Council may not
amend Loan Bills, or Bills imposing taxa-
tion or Bills appropriating revenue or
moneys for the ordinary annual services
of the novernment.
Mr. Taylor: That isq perfectly clear.
Mr. SPEAKER: Subsection 4 defines the

power. hr courtesy if T may so express it,
jpraated to the Legislative ConiAnd no
furlther power can be taken by the Council,
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because the suLsection expressly defines its
power. Beyond that, the Council canniot go.

(4) The Legislative Council may at
any stage return to the Assembly any Bill
which the Legislative Council may not
amend, requesting by message the omis-
sion or amendment of any item or provi-
sion therein: Provided that any such re-
quest does not increase ally propiosed
charge or burden on the people.

I ask members to par special attention to
the concluding paragraph of that subsec-
tion-

The Legislative Assembly may, if it
thinks fit, makce such omissions or amend-
ments with or without modifications.
Mr. Corboy: They bare no right to ask

for a corference.
Mr. SPEAKER: The right of decision

rests with the Legislative Assembly. The
Legislative Council has no power to go one
inch further than is stiplilated by the Con-
stitution Act Amendment Act. I agre it is
well to exhaust every arcane for the pury-
pose of obtaining agreement, hot if by so
doing we confuse the chanracter of Bills, we
may be working inmmeasurahle mischiv-f. All
other Bills permit of every means being em-
ployed to secure agreement, but the whole
responsibility respecting finlance is placed
upon the Lea-islative Assembly.

Mr. Taylor: That is right.
Mr. SPEARER: The Assembly contains

amongst its members all the eyerlii~fve Min-
isterial officers, wh~o carry out the affairs
end have charge of the ledger of tht-ecoun-
try. If that power by any means bhe less-
ened or shared with any other body, the
whole spirit of British e'overn-'ent is under-
mnined, end responsibility in its true sense
is removed from this Chamber.

Mr. Taylor: Hear, hear!
Mr. SPEAKER:. It is tber-fore with wis-

dom that provision was made that there
should he no amendment to at in-v Bill
dictated by an-y awency or throughb any
channel to this Chamber. The n-bole re-
sponsihilitv of uoveram-nt in that restneet
enytres and focuss in this Chamber, and in
this Chamber 9inne.

Mr. Tavlor: That is rioht.
M.Nr. SPEAKER: Hence to permit of steps

beinga taken by another ninee beyond those
prescribed by the Act itself is a violation
of the Constit-tion Act which may load to
danger we eannot foretell. From the lenfal
asneet 1 feel so stroncly unon the snhccet
that for a mom-nt T he-itated about nuttinq!
the motion from the Chair, bpennac' of its
being an infringerment of th- law. hut T
trust the Rouse will well consider the meit-
ter. It is rrv duty on all occasions to subh-
mit to the will of the Ho,1se. and( T shall
leave with the Chamber the responsibility
of giving a decision.

The ':TyTqTER FOR LANTIR (FRnn. NW.
C. An-win-North-Esst Premnutle) F11 .171:
You hinve explained the position regnrdiflg

Too]

the Constitution, Sir, but you have not
touched upon the final p~osition.

lion. Sir Jlames Mitchell: You had bettter
look out.

The lTINHSTER FOR LA.NDIS: The
Loader of the Opposition has so often
pointed out where I usas wrong that in all
probability I have taken sorme lessans. That
oecurrcd 12 nwunths ago when I was tryig
to assist him. There arc several newr meml-
bers in the House, and it is ivell that the

osit ion should be explained. In the first
place,, you say the financial powers rest en-
tirely with th As embly, anti that equal
pouers are not given to the Counil. I
agree wit]h you then'. But is there not equazl
powver with thte Assembly in th- final de-
cisionI

Mfr. SPEAKER: The hon. nieniber will
pardon mec for pointing out thtt tie runal
and responsible decision rests with the lower
House. The Act says that the Legi-lative
Assembly 'may if it thinks fit"' make such
omissions or amendments with or without
mnodifications.

Tite MINISTER FOR LANDS.- You did
not gite mec an opportunity to finish what
I was about to say. I was going to point
out that when a Bill1 is introduced, this
House h--s th- 1ower of rejection. Has not
the Le'--islative ('ouncil equal powers with
the Assembly in financial as well as all other
Bills in the matter of rejection?

Ur. Taylor. The Council can reject or
accept, but cannot amend,

Mr. SPEA'KER: The Concil can request,
but power to amend is ves~ted only in the
Assembly.

The Premier: The time set oult in the
motion was 11.30. It will now be necessary
to amend that time. I suggest that it be
maqde 12 o'clnck.

M~r. SPEAKER: That amendment can be
made.

Ron. Sir Jnes Mitchell: They may be
waiting for you.

M r. Taylor: Let them wait.
Mfr. Thomsn: That is a wonderful exhibi-

tion of conciliation,

Question pot and passed.

BILL-INTSPECTION 01F SCAFFOLD-
ING.

Gomvi i's Messag e.

Mfessage from the Council notifying that
it insisted on its amendments Nos. 1, 2, 3,
and .5, to which the Assembly had disagreed,
now considered.

ALs to Councail's Powers.
The 'MINTSTER FOR WORKS: Before

proeeding with the details of the message,
I1 nak your filing, Mr. Spealer, onl a point
beating on the Stan ding Orders of the two
Houses as regards conferences. The Assem-
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bly Standing Orders N2os. 251 and 252
read-

At all conferences the managers for
the Legislative Assembly shall be at
liberty to coaler freely by word of mouth
with the managers for the Legislative
council.

Ln all cases of conferences the mnana.
gers for the Legislative Assembly shall,
when the conference has terminated, re-
port their proceedings to the Legislative
Assembly forthwith.

During the present session an alteration has
been made to the Standing Ordera of the
Legislative Council. Its Standing Order No.
329 reads-

At all conferences the managers for the
Council shall be at liberty to confer freely
by wvord at mouth with the managers of
the Assembly. If no agreement be
reached, the Bill or other matter referred
to the conference shall be deemed to have
been determined.

Then follows No. 330 directing that the
Council managers, when the conference is
terminated, shall report their proceedings to
the Council forthwith. The sentence in
Standing Order No. 329, "If no agreement
be reached, the Bill or other matter referred
to the conference shall be deemed to have
been determined'' is new, it having been in-
troduced only this session, but it deals with
work affecting both Chambers.

Mr. Taylor: They can only control their
own House by their Standing Orders.

The MIENISTER FOR WORKS: I have
looked up the discussions which took place
when this new Standing Order was consid-
ered in the Legislative Council, and I find
it was held that the conference must be
unanimous. Thus the Standing Order gives
into the hands of one member of tbe Legis-
lative Council the right to reject a Bill on
which a conference has been held. One Leg-
islative Gouncillor objecting to any agree-
ment being arrived at would mean that the
Bill would be lost. Do you consider, Sir,
that that is the interpretation of th e Stand-
ing Order, and has the Council the right to
frame Standing Orders that will govern a
conference of managers between the two
Houses? Is not that really the function of
the Joint Standing Orders Committee?
Under the Council's Standing Order No.
320, we shall be throwing the control of the
legislature over to one man.

Mr. SPEAKER: As to the original pro-
cedure, the Minister for Works has correctly
stated the position. According to our
Standing Orders the managers appointed by
this House shall be at liberty to confer
freely hr word of mouth with the managers
fa;i~ he Legislative Council. When the con-
fersece terminates, the managers report
upon the proceedings forthwith to the Leg-
isbitive Assembly. That has always been
understood, and T think rightly so, to mess
that they place the matter contained in their
report in the hands of the Assembly to deal
with as the Assembly may think At. Not-

withstaning the alteration in the Standing
Orders of aimotl-er Chamber, the same matter
is dealt iiith there to this effect,' namely,
that the managers fur the Council, when the
conference has terminated, report their pro-
ceedings forthwith to the Council. If these
words imply or signify anything, they more
than suiggest, they actually assert, that the
Council can finally deal with the matter.
r do not know that there has been much
alteration, because if there be a disagree-
ment, nindouhtedly that disagreement puts
on end to communications between the two
Houses or to the further dealing with the
measure. That has always been so.

Mr. Taylor: Tt makes the conference
abortive.

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. So long as the re-
port fronm both Houses indicates that there
has been a disagreement, communication be-
tween the two Chnibers on the measure sub-
mitted is at an end. I cannot read that the
mere disagreement of one of the managers.
prevents an ag reenieat being arrived at. The
uisual laws of Parliamentary proedure
would be applied in the case of a conference
that are applied in all other circumstances.
namely, that on the majority comning In
ternis this w-ould be considered and coast rned
intoA an agreement, notwithstanding tHint
one member of the confureaces might be in-
clined to take another view. That repeatedly
happens, but it is recognised that the one
who disagrees subjects his disar' ecient to
the will of the majority of the conference.
My interpretation, therefore, is that no
grave drastic change h-as been effected by
the amended Standing Order. If the inter-
pretation placed upon it by another place
constitutes, a menace to the success and the
wisdom of a conference, end relegates to
one manager between the two 'Houses the
sole right if determining the will of the
two bodies-

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Which it does.
Mr. SPEAKER: I can see from the sur-

face view of things that the Standing Or-
der is ultra vires, that it attempts to bind
the two Houses and to control the force of
legislature by the opinion, it may be the
stubbornness, of any one manager upon that
conference. I think that would make the
Standing Order ultra 'sires. In a matter
affecting communication between the two
Hrouss, the two Houses should have been
consulted before the matter passed into the
position assumed by the publication of the
Standing Orders of another place.

The NTNTSTER FOR WORKS: There
is another Phase upon which you have not
touched. The Standing Order sava, "In the
event of a disarreemert the matter referred
to the conference shall be deemned to have
been determined." The practice in the past
has been that the result of a conference
has been referred to the House. 'When there
has been a dhaoreement at a conference. it
'has happened that the other branch of the
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legislature has carried a motion that it no
longer insisted upon its amendments. This
appears to set out that once we get into
con!ference with the nianajera of another
place and there is a disagreement, this de-
termines the issue, end that all their man-
agers can report is that there has been a
disagreement and that the Bill is lost. They
have taken awvay from this Chamber the
right to came to any other decision once the
conference lies disagreed.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have endeavoured to
make myself clear. The f act that the man-
agers make a report means that the Honse
to which the report is made can take that
into consideration, adopt it or refuse to
adopt it, or toke such other steps as the
report may suggest. M.Ny view is that in
the event of an absolute disagreement,
where neither body can come to a com-
promise, the Bill will not be gone on with.
That is usually the case. When it is cleat
that the managers by a majority decide to
disagree, according to our customs this hats
always meant that the Bill is lost.

MTr. Taylor: No.
Ur. SPEAKER: That has been the usual

rorras when there has bten an absolute dis-
agreement. When the conference is over and
the managers' report has been presented1
the House may then takre steps such as may
be thought ifit, to bring about an agreement
between the two Houses if it is thought
necessary to rio so.

Mr. TAYLOR- Are you of opinion that
the Council has the authority or rower to
makce Standing Orders governing the prn.
cedure of this Chsmbert

Mr. SPEAKER: They have power to gov-
ern the procedure of their own Chamber

provided that their Standing Orders do not
orlap the rights and the procedure of an-

other Chamber.
Mr. TAYLOR: The Minister's view is

that if the managers can disarree, and that
the dlisagreement cen reswit. through one
member of the Council objecting, the Vin-
ister cornot see his way clear to ro to a
conference of that kind. The Council may
have Power to pass Standing Orders affect-
inp their owrn wannners. but not to affect
ours. I gather the Minister dloos not want
the Tkil to fall throrgh. but desires that
whichever C'hambter is responsible for its
reipetinri shnid take the responsibility.

'Mr. PPIEAWRt Onite so-
W1on. W. D,. JOHNSON: The -new Stand-

iror 0-tiers of the Lepislqtivo Council pro-
vide that if there be a disagreement amongst
the managers. the matter is at once deter-
mined.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: If only one stands
ont.

H~on. W. D,. JOIHNPON.: Tn that case an.
other piece may decide to abide by the re-
enatly amended Standing Orders. They may
appoint two or three m8nnstrr to meet our
managers on the understanding that such

meathers may finally determine the matter,
and nut report back at all.

Mr. Taylor: They must report to the
House.

Roa. W. DI. JOIHN SON: If the new
Standing Order means anything, it means t ha t
if they do report it will be to the effect
that the managers have disagreed arid that
the Bill is Inst.

'Mr. Panton: That is so.
Hlon. W. D. JOHNSON: It says that the

managers can determine the matter. It that
is so, it is final, Our managers will come
back here and give us an opportunity to
reconsider the position, but according to the
new Standing Orders the managers of an-
other place do not give that House the same
opportunity. They simply report that the
Dill has been defeated. I want to be sure
that the managers of another place cannot
determine the Bill. If they can do so, I
would hesitate to agree to the appointment
of managers from this House.

Mr. Taylor:. I rise to a, ynint of order.
What is heore the Choir?

Mr. SPEAKER:. There is nothing before
it.

Mr. Taylor:. I merPely asked a question,
but the member fort Guildford is making a
67;ehch.

Mr8PEAKER: He, too, is asking a
qurestion.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The determina-
tion arrived at by the managers of another
place may not be in accord with the wishes
of members of that Hoeuse.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Let us alter
their Standing Orders.

Eon. W. D. JOHNSON: If the managers
have the right to determine the question in
conference, will that he the final decision,
or will this Chamber have an opportunity
of compelling -the Council to consider the
complete report of the managers when they
return, or must we accept. the simple notifica-
tion that they have determined the matter
and that the Bill has been dlefeated?

Mr. SPEAKER: I1 admit that Standing
Order 329 is open to two interpretations. I
interpret it according to the usual custom of
Parliamentary procedure, and upon the
assumption that one legislative body has no
power by its Standing Orders to alter the
usual course of lejiislation as prescribed by
our Con~itut ion Acts and by time custom of
Parliament. I interpret the Standing Order
to mean that when the managers for the
Council have reported their roceedings to
that House, that Chamber has rower to take
such steps aq may be thought fit. When
the report is made to this Rouse we can
always by message again open the question.
Our procedure is not altered; therefore, we
can approach another place by message.

Mr. TAYLOR: We have the' right on the
report of our managers to accept their re.
port and then request that our oricinal
amendments be made. If the Council do
not accept them, the Dill drops in that
Rou se.
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Mr. SPEAKER: Our powers are in no
way altered.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: But they are limited.
Mr. SPEAKER; I hold that the Standing

Order is ultra vires, and that the respon-
sibility rests with the Council.

Request for Conference.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I move-

That a conference with the Council be
requested and that the managers to re-
present the Asseib(y be the Minister for
Mines, Air. Taylor, and Vhe mnover.
Question put and passed.

Sitting suspended from 12.2 to £650 p.m.

BILL-LAND TAX AND INCOME TAX.
Conference Managers' Report-

Recommittal.
The PREMIER (Hon. P. Collier-

Boulder) [4.50]: I desire to report that
the managers appointed by the House met
the managers of the Council to deal with
the Land Tax and Income Tax Bill, The
managers agreed to recommend as follows:
The Bill to be amended to cover two years;
the first j ear's super tax to be 714 per cent.,
and the second year's super tax to be 7%
per cent.; the land tax to remain as
printed; Clause 8 to be deleted.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: What does
Clause 8 refer tot

The PREMIER: That refers to the de-
ductions provided for in the assessment
Bin., I move-

That the Bil be recommitted for the
purpose of considering the suggested
ainendriznt a.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford)
[4.521: 1 regret exceedingly that so much
time has been taken up over this matter.
It appears that after all, we were misled
with reference to the intentions of the
Council. It was indicated to us that we
would have a discussion with their managers.
For my part, I did not consider that the
conference would take up so much time, nor
yet that at the conferenice an attempt would
be made to amend the legislation. I did not
anticipate that anything of the sort would
be done when r agreed to the conference.
I agreed to the conference taking place on
the understanding that it was simpily -out of
courtesy to the Council, to give their man-
tigers an opportunity to voice their opinions.
We find now that wvhat has actually taken
piece is that the mannagers functioned as
they. wouild in connection with an ordinary
Bill. As one who supported the granting
of the conference, I did so under the im-
pression that it would not have functioned
in such an important way. fled I known
that this result would have foliowed, my

vote would have gone in a different direc-
tion.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL (Northern)
[ICU]: 1 do not know what the member
f or Guildford (Hon. W. D). Johnson) ex-
pected. What was the good of meeting
managers from the Council if it "'as not to
consider and discuss these matters!

The Premier: -Why should we have met
otherwise*l

Mr. Thomson: The member for Guild-
ford expects the impossible.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL:. The
Rouse can determine whether the reeoin-
mendations shall be accepted.

Mr. Panton: Give old ''Lovie'' all his
own way!

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Put Lovekia in
charge.

Mr. Panton: Make him the dictator!
Hon, W, D. Johnson: Do everything for

Lovekin.
Hon, Sir IA'MES MITCHELL: I hope

we will consider the suggestions of the
managers.

Mr. Teesdale: It in not a question of
suggestions but of dictation by one indi-
vidual who wants to bludgeon everyone!

Mr. Corboy: That is so, absolutely.
Mr. Teesdale: One individual has us

absolutely nobbled and chioroformned.
Hion. Sir JAMES 'MITCHELL: We can

consider the amendments and deal with them
as we please. I am willing to listen to rea.-
son and to consider the arguments in favour
of the further amendments.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: We all agree to
that, but I am not prepared to listen to a
dictator.

The MISTER FOR LANDS (Hon. W.
C. Angwin-North-Eaat Fremantle) [4.68]:
1 would not have spoken had it not been for
an interjection by the member for Roe-
bourne (Mr. Teesdale). I want to assure
him that Mrs. Lovokia has not got us by the
nose. He may have members on the
other side h- the nose, but not those
who sit on the Government side of the
House. If the member for Roebourne is
afraid of Mr. Lovekin, I can assure him we
are not. The arrangement made at the con-
ference is one that, in my opinion, no re-
asoable man in this Chamber can disagree
w ith.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: We shall see about
that.

The MINISTER FOR. LANDS: I was
surprised to hear the member for Guildford
(Hon. W. D. Johnson) say that he was not
aware what the position really was. A man
of his experience who has been for years in
this Chamber should know that managers are
appoiated and conferences held to dea1 with
these matters in the way indicated.

Eon. W. D. Johnson: You should have
explained that at the time.
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'Mr. Taylor: It was explained and made
quite clear.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I did not
think it necessary, mnore especially for the
information of the member for Guildford.
After members beard the report read just
now, they must have realised that our taxa-
tion measure was also mixed up consider-
ably with the Land and Income Tax Malgma-
went Amendment Bill.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You did not
confer about that I

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It was
necess9ary to consider that as well.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You had no
authority to do so.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We had
to discuss both Bills.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: It was not fair
to this House if you did so.

The 'MINISTER FOB LANDS: It was
necessary in order to protect our position.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You should not
have done it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDIS: Although
we were not called upon to report to the
Horse regarding the Asss-'wat l-ill. it
merely with reference to the Land Tax and
Income Tax Bill, it must he realised that
both measures were concerned in the results
of the conference.

Mr. Taylor: You overstepped your au-
thority.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You had no
authority to do that at all.

The MINISTER FOB LANDS: It was
necessary hefore arriing at a final conchs-
sieh for its to go into the -matter carefully
to see how it would affect the taxation Bill
if we spreed to these proposals.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: That is the function
of this Chamber.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I admit
that. But where the one bears on the other,
bath must be taken into consideration. At
a conference every phase of the question has
to be considered for the purpose of coming
to an understanding which the managers can
honestly submit to their Houses for endoree-
ment. The Premier has put the matter very
clearly. The land tax shall remain as it is
in the Bill. It is generally recognised that
the supertax must eventually die out. In-
stad of striking nut the whole of it this
year, we thought we would spread its abo-
lition over a period of two years, bait the
tax being deleted this year, and half next
year. The Bill is to have a currency of two
years. Neither Mr, Lovekin nor any ether
member of the Legislative Council can lead
our Premier by the nose.

Mr. Teesdale: I did not say that; I said,
the House.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Even
though I ay it, the Assembly 's managers
have done splendidly.

Mr. TAYLOR (]%t. Margaret) [5.3]: On
the rounds that I set forthi this morning,

L wish to eater my protest against the re-
comimittal of the Bill. The member for
Guildford (Hon. W. ID. Johnson), notwith-
standing his statements of this afternoon,
pconouilecd judgment this moarning to the
etrect that it wits quite a proper thing to
have a conferente. Hes Parliamentary ex-
penancee told him that one could not have
a conference unless one appointed manl-
agers. If there is a conference upon any
subject, the mnanagers, when they meet,
must confer. 'What were these managers
to confer about 3 There were two out-
standing points. One was the super tax
of 15 per cent,, the other the land tax of
"d. in the pound. The result of the report
nr thle conference managers is an over-
whelming testimony to the correctness of
the statement which you, Mr. Speaker,
made regarding the duty (if this House,
and to the soundness of the argument I
put tip, that the conference would admit
the equality of another Chamber with this
Chamber on financeial matters. That is
proved beyond doubt, because the confer-
encre induced our managers to recommend
to this Chambher the recommittal of thle
Bill for the purpose of remitting one-half
of the super tax this year and the otiwr
half noxt year; sani another binding con-
dition is that we shall nat alter the laudl
tax of 2d. in the pound for two years.

The Premier: No; that is as regar.ls the
am pa rta x.

Mr. TAYLOR: We .&re not to tilter thle
Bill next year.

The Premier It will mut be necessary to
have -any Bill next year

Mr. TAYLOR: Then the 2d; lard tax
will remain next year. Otherwise members
.must put up the theory that we can alter
the Bill if we like. This Assembly as now
constituted will be here next session, but
we are pledgedl not to alter the Bill rest
session. If this were th le last session of
the present Parliament and a new Girvern.
went came in next yeatr, that Goerument
could introduce a measure to alter this
Bill. But we, having bound ourse.vem for
next year., shall uee-! no Bill next sesamon.
Beyond doubt we are allowing anotter
Chamber to mould the financial proposals
oF the Government, another Chamber
r. hich has no responsibility whatever to
the people. We are whittling away the
-anthority of this Chamber. I 1-ave been
lighting only to msintain the privileges of
the Assembly. It is idle for an bon. mem-
ber to say, "I never dreamt that the con-
ference was going to confer- about the
supertax."1 What on earth '-as dite cen-
ference far!

The Premier: To talk about the weather!
Mr. TAYLOR, What the Premnter stated

was tantamount to telling this House that
he was about to confer with a v-iew to
arriving at a compromise satisfactory to
bis party and to the House. There is no
necessity to confer if one says, "I em
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adamant, and will not yield" A coin-
pi omlire has been arrived at, and undoubt-
edly that conference has placed another
Chamber on a level footing with tihis
House in the control of the purleestrings
of this country. That is appalling; it wiull
have a disastrous effect. We snail h-ave to
put up a battle against another ?.lace, or
else break down and put another pl±ace on
an equal footing with us so far at the
finances; are concerned. It is idle to nave
a Constitution Act if we shut our eyes to
its provisions and allow anotber place to
whittle away Our privileges. On those
grounds I am absolutely against the re-
committal of the Bill. Another place has
no right to take part in shaping the finan-
cial proposals of the Government of tbis
country.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (HOD.
M. F. Troy-Mt. Magnet) (.5.10): Hearing
the last speaker,' it occurs to me to ask
what is all the noise about and what is all
the fury for? The hon. member's criticismn
is purely' destructive. What is it the
Premier and the Minister for Lands have
agreed upon? They have secured at the
conference the land tax and tho income
tax entire. Was not that a remarkable
achievement? Has the Premilir hacked
down in that regard? Those members who
object to what he has secured, what have
they to offer? There has been only a loat
of sound and fury and bombast. in which
I fear there is very little sincerity. As
regards the super tax, what has bepen
achievedf. Instead of gaining the super
tax of 15 per cent, for one year, the
Premier has got 71,e per cent, for this year
and 714 per cent, for next year-which
equals 15 per cent, for one year. I doubt
whether we would have got this super tax
at all next year. There is a strong opinion
in this Hrouse that the super tax should be
abolished. Let me ask members who talk
about putting up a battle or breaking
down, what they have done in all the 20
years they have spent in this House? The
chief objiect of the member for Mt.
Margaret is to make a lot of noisy pro-
tests. But if this compromise is rejected,
what has the hon. member to offer in its
place9 Hlow is the country going to be
finlancedl The hon. member has a purpose
which is not so much helpful as destructive
to the Government. Hec pretends to be
very upset regarding the decision arrived
at. If the hon. member objects to this
compromise, has he any better solution to
offer? If so, this is the time to offer it,
and this is the place. The Government
have to !arry on the country while they
sit on this side of the House. The bon.
member's noise and fury do not influence
me a snap of the fingersi. I have known
them for years. They are his chief stock-
in-trade, and nothing else is. There never
has been a session without an Occurrence

of this kind; but on the present occasion
there is this distinction, that the request
for a conference camne from another place.
Hitherto this has been the C'hanmber that
has asked for conferences. Within my'
recotertion there never bas bcen an occa.-
sion when the Assembly managers have
secured a full exlpressionl of the terms in
a measure like this tax Bill. Hitherto th"
managers have always backed down.

Mr. Taylor: They have never hacked
down before.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The lion.
member is not concerned about carrying
on the Government of this country. Hie is
not at all concerned about the welfare of
the people represented by this side of tl.e
House. He is merely concerned about
somiething destructive, something that will
get the Government into difficulties. How-
ever, that is not going to occur so far as
1 am concerned.

Mr. RICHARDSON (Subiaco) (5.14):
The conierenee managers may feel rather
pleased at the attitude of members gener-
ally towards the report. The managers were
appointed by this Chamber. For my part I
entered into the conference with the object
of arriving at some definite conclusion
whereby the administration of the country
might be carried on satisfactorily. In my
mind there was no idea whatever of trying
to embarrass the Government in any way.
My sole idea was to go there and try to
arrive at a satisfactory compromise. We
were appointed to confer on certain sub-
jects. I am surprised that an old member
like the member for Guildford (Honl. W. D).
Johnson) should say we had no right to
confer on these matters.

Holl. W. D. Johnson: You had the right
to confer, but no right to amend.

Mr. RICHARDSON: That, the Premier
will probably reply to. I went there with
one object. That object, to a certain ex-
tent, has been achieved. We have brought
in our report, and it is now for members
to allow the Bill to be recommitted. In
reply to an interjection by the member for
Roebourne (.kr. Teesdale) a little while ago,
I may say there was no sign of any attempt
at dictatorship at that conference. Sweet
reasonableness prevailed, and so we were
able to come to a definite conclusion. The
member for 'At. Margaret (Mr. Taylor) has
dealt with the matter from a constitutional
viewpoint, purely and simply. Probably he
is right in what he says. but I do hope
members will allow the Bill to be recom-
mitted, when we can all express our views
on the amendments.

Mr. THOMSON (Katannint) [5.16]: 1
will vote against the recommittal of the Bill
because it will sow mean very much in-
creased land taxation. It is amusing to
l'ear some of the high-flown language used
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here about another place. The Council has
its privileges, and I confess I am amazed
at the Premier's having been able to succeed
with the Council's managers and induce
them to agree to increased land taxation of
100 per cent. As for the contention that our
managers had no right to do more than
conler, I was always under the impression
that managers from tither House wore sent
to conference, not merely for an exchange
of courtesies, but also to treat

Mr. E. B. Johnston: The Govermzent
have given way on this.

Mr. THOMSON: I cannot see that the
Government have given away anything. A
section of this House has strongly and
rightly opposed the increase in~ land taxa-
tion. I regret that our managers did not
stand fast on that. It was never suggested
here that another place would endeavour to
amend our taxation measure, because for
them it is merely to suggest. But what will
be the position if we cannot now agree1

The Treasurer will not be able to impose
any taxation at all. I do not admit that
we have been whittling awa'- the privileges
of this House. If the views expressed by
certain members hero to-day are correct,
what in the name of Heaven have we the
Council for? Surely the Council is there to
safeguard the interests of the community!

Mr. Sleeman: But you reckoned they had
fallen down on their job.

Mr. THOMSON: Yes, I do. I am disap-
pointed at the result of the conference, for,
judging by recent debates in another place,
I thought they were not likely to agree to
increased land taxation. I oppose the re-
committal of the Bill because I strongly
object to this increased lend taxation.

Mr. E. B. JOHN~STON (Williams.Nar-
ropin) (5.20]: I also oppose the recom-
mittal for the reasons given by the Leader
of the Country Party. The Premier can
congratulate himself on having got his way
respecting the increased land taxation, not
for one year, but for two years. He Is
better off in that respect than he expected
to be when he went away to meet the man-
agers Of another place. Then the Premier
bad already told us that he hoped to repeal
the super tax next year, instead of which
we are to have a 73/ per cent, super tax
this year and next year as well.

The Premier: So I get my 15 per cent.
just the same.

Mr. ER 13. JOHNSTON: As tax gatherer
you arc in this improved position, that in
the seconid war you will still be drawing
71/, per cent, super tax, whereas you were
willing to relinquish it altogether next year.
The Premier boa scored a signal victory
over the members of another place. I agree
with the tender of the Country Party that
those members hare fallen down on their
job, which is to protect people in country
districts and land owners generally, from

this instalment of the solid land tax, which
it is the policy of the party opposite to
impose. I agree that the IJpper House bas
entirely failed to protect the people they
represent from this obnoxious increased
land taxation.

Mir. HUGHES (East Perth) [5.23]: 1
do not think we should agree to the recom.-
mittal. The first plank in this party's
fighting platform is the abolition of the
Council. Instead of abolishing that House
we are investing them with increased power.
If thev have their own way on this occa-
sion and get a two years' agreement which
will *prevent our increasing the land tax
from 2d. to 6id., there is no saying what
they will want next. Probably next year,
when they, get the assessment Bill they will
want to cut out some of the exemptions.

The Premier: They will not get it. It
w-ill not he tip here next year.

Mr. HUGHES: The Council arc being
plafed on an equality with this House,
which has always controlled the finances.
Still, I do not believe that if their blvff
were called, nmembers of another place
would stand to their gns. T was in the
gallery- of the Council last year and saw a
member wringing his hands and wailimr.
''They have ratted, they have ratted,?'
when the House refused to throw out the
assessment Bill.

Mr. Th~omson: We seem to be more wor-
ried about the rights of the Council than
we are about the taation proposals.

Mr. HUGHES: The question is whether
this Chamber should give away any of its
prerogatives to the Council.

Mr. Thomson: The Council gave away
theirs.

Mr. HUGHES: If we on this side had
our way we would abolish the Council alto-
gether, We cannot govern the country uan-
til we do.

Mr. Thomson: A jolly good job.
Mr. HUIGHES : If we give away in this

we shall be giving away the prerogatives of
the people. I could not square my election
pledges if I agreed to that. If the Council
are not prepared to pass the Bill as sent
to them and so provide the Government with
m~oney, the Government cannot give the pub-
lic services that are required, and the re-
sponsibility will be on the Council. Wit
should compel thenm to take that responsi-
bility. I know tbat if this House were dis-
solved and we went to the country, that
would not dissolve the Council. Still we
could do that and fight them on the issue
of whether wre should give away our preroga-
tives. If we went to the country and the
country said, ''You must concede wbat the
Council demand,'' well, it would then be the
definite wish of the people, and we would
accept it; hut we should be failing in our
duty if, without a mandate from the people,
we allowed the Council to take any of the
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prerofatires that should remain with this
Chamber.

Mr. 'MARSHALL (Murchison) [5.30]:
1 opp[ose the motion to recominit the
Bill. I was under no misapprehension as to
%,hat took place in this Chamber earlier in
the sitting. I am not particularly concerned
%whether the Premier has accomplished what
he desires or not. I am opposed to the prin-
cij le' of another place having equal rights
with this House in matters of finance. The
Premier, an evening or two ago, insisted
that the super tax was essential. iie pointed
out that his deficit already exceeded the
estimante, and that the super tax of 15 per
cent, was required if his deficit was not
to be greater than the anmount budgeted lar.
N~ow lie has agreed to reduce the super tax
to 7V2 per cent.

The Premier: I shall get a good deal more
in land tax, for which I did not budget.

Mr. Thomson: And which you did not
expect to get.

Mr. MARSHALL: The Premier cannot
nr-,Ue that the land tax has anything to do
with the super tax. When he was speaking
on the land tax, he said specifically that the
increase "'as to be applied to main, roads
and to the reduction of railway freights,
and thaqt not one penny of it would go into
revenue. Consequently he relied upon the
super tax and other taxation to provide him
with the necessary funds for general ad-
ministration. T would not mind if the
Premier gave away the whole 15 per cent.
of super tax, but I object to our privileges
being wvhittled away by the demands of an-
other rhice. Every session since I camne into
this House the same point has been raised,
and] a vigorous protest has been made by
this House against the Council interfering
with the financial proposals of the Govern-
merit. So acute did the discussions become
that the Constitution Act was amended in
1921 to overcome thes difficulty. The Act
distinctly states that the Legislative Council
may not interfere; yet by permitting a con-
ference to be held, we have yielded to the
desires of another place to encroach upon
our privileges.

.Nr. Thonmson: You had to have a confer-
enee or the Premier would have had no
money.

11r. MARSHALLj: This is not the only
State that has been confronted with this
problem. When a similair attitude was
adonvted by the Legislative Council in an-
other State, the members of the Upper
House there very soon got down on their
knees and yielded. It is interesting to find
advocates of constitutionnl action 'nying,
when it suits them, ''To Halifax with con-
stitutioneel rights.'' I cannot admire an
individual who adopts a doctrine to-day
when it suits his case, and a totally differ-
ent doctrine to-miorrowv. We hatve had
numerous instane4 lately of member, in an-
other place shuffling and shifting in order
to evade their responsibilities to the com-

inunity. I object to any yielding whatever
of privileges that are the sole rigbt of this
thanler.

Question put, and a division taken with
the iollowing result:-

Ayes
Noes

Majori

Al r.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mi r.
M4r.

Mr.
M~r.
M r.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
fr.

M~r.

Angwil,
Barnard
Che,..on
CoIller
Coverley
Cunningham

Davy
George
Heron
W. D. Johnson
Kennedy
Lamonid
Liredsay
Luitey

- ... . . 26
-. .. .. 13

ty for 18 I

AYES.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Sir
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.IMr.

Mann
mfleillm

Slilllngtone
James Mitchell
All Cn$10
Richardson
Sampson
Troy
A, Won trough
Willeock
Wilson
Cornoy

fTelle.;

NDg.

Mr. Brown
Mr. floltoan
Mr. Hughes
Mr. E. B. Johnston
Mr. Marshal!

Mr. North
Mr. Parion

Mr. Sleeman
Mr. J. Ht. Smith
Mr. Taylor
Mr. Teesidale
Mr. Thomson
M r. Mdaley

(Teller.)

Question thus passed; Bill recommitted.

In Committee.

Mr. Lastely in the Chair; the Premier in
charge of the Bill.

Clause I-agreed to.

Clause 2 -Orpnt of land tax and income
tax for the year ending .30th June, 1925:

The PREMTBMR: T move an amendment-

That alter "'twenty-five,"' in line 2,
the words ''and for the year ending the
thirtieth day of Jiune. on, thousand ninte
hundred andi twentyj-six roespectively" be
inserted.

This is the amndment that will have the
effect of enactinug the tax for two yenrg, in-
stead of for one year as in the east. Tt
is necessary to do this, seeing that the agree-
mrent provides for the reduction of the super-
tax by. 71Mt per cent, for the two years.
Next year it will not be necessgary to 'bring
down any Bill for the imposition of a land
tax and an income tax.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: floes that mean
you do not bring down any taxation measure
next yenrl

The PREMTER: Yes.
Mr. Taylor: Will you pledge yourself not

tot
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The PREMIER: I do not think there will
be any tax necessary next year. If this
Bill were for onl 'y one year, it would be
merely a matter of re-eniacting it next ses-
sion for another year. We have been granted
all the tax we require, and so it is a matter
of ecranion sense to make this meaolre apply
to two years.

Mr. THIOMSON: Ever since T have been
in the Honse, it has been the custom to in-
troduce a Land Tax and an Income, Tax Bill
each year, so that members Might discuiss
and decide upon the grant of taxation.
While we are not going to have any in-
creased taxation next year, we shall not be
mn a position to secure any reduction. I
wish to direct attention to the lack of re-
presentation of the people w~ho will suffer
most and pay mo1st under this measure.
When it came to the appointment of miana-
gers, neither House selected a representative
of the primary producers, notwithlsta ndin g
that such an important matter as the irn-
po sition of the land tax was to be discussed.

Mr. Chesson: Why did you not raise your
voice before?

Mr. THOMSON: What was the use? The
matter was in the hands of the Premier.

The Minister for Mines: There was Mr.Drew, who represents a country proviace.
'Mr. THOMSON: Bitt he represents the

Government.
Thle Prptmier: What about Mr. Ewiag!
Mr. THEOMvSON.: He does net represent

our section of the country. The Country
Party is a separate entity with 11 mem-
bers in the two Houses, and should have
bad at least one of their number amongst
the managers. This measure will vitally af-
feet the primary producers who are creat-
ing the wealth that is keeping the State
going.

The Minister for Justice:- They are going
to he better off.

Mr. THOMSON: Better off, when in the
past we have been paying a halfpenny and
now will have to pay twopence in the pound I
What would members opposite say if we
applied that argument to them!

The Minister for Lands: Why do you
not tell the truth? You were paying %d.
befor~y and you are now to pay Id.

The Premier: The producers were well
represented at the conference by Mr. Ewing
and the Colonial Secretary.

Mr. THOMISON: I hope another place
will not endorse this arrangement. I ob-
ject to the taxation being arranged for two
years, because it gives us no opportunity of
reviewing it.

Mr. MARSHALL: I intend to vote
against the amendment. It sets up a new
principle, to which I take exception. The
principle of taxation is being altered, and
it would be possible under it for a dying
Government or a dying Parliament to pass
legislation having a forward effect that
would have to be followed by their succes-
sors. The principle is had and may
have a boomerang effect upon the Govern-

meat. The arrangement must, of course, suit
the Premier or he would not put it forward,
but ia time to come it may have a Pre-
judicial effect upon the Government.

Hlon. W. D. JOHNSON: It is intended
to amend this clause so as to continue the
supertax for two years, and this is being
done in anticipation of amendments to
Clause 6. At this stage the Premier should
give us further information, for if we pass
the amendment we conmmuit ourselves to thle
propesals affeetiug (lause 11. The Premier
has said he cannot see his way clear to fore-
go the supertax owing to the growth of the
deficit and the general financial position.
How will he maake up the loss of the 7VA
per cent.? Will be get mo-e out of the 2d.
than ha anticipated? It was stated that the
land tax was not to increase the revenue to
any great extent. As a result of the in-
creased valuations of land the Id. tax we
are now paying will yield more than it bas
done in the past. and the Premier will gain
a financial advantage. The remainder of the
tax was to be distributed in other directions,
and the Treasurer was to get nothing out of
it .

Mr. Sampson: That promise is not with-
drawn.

Hon. W. Dl. JOHNSON: Will the rest of
the 2d. land tax go towards reducing railway
freights and fares, and will the %_d. be ear-
marked in anticipation of the ultimate pas-
sing of the Main Roa~ds Bill? Is it rrropo-ed
that the money shall be put into a trust
fund, or are we to understand that it will
be available to make up the loss of the 7Y/e
-or ert. ri, tire supertax? We are going to
lose the advantages we gained in the do-
dtictions that were provided. We want to
know whether they will be reinstated.

The CHAIRMAN: We shall deal with
that later.

Hon. W. D3. JOHNSON: This anticipates
our approval of the other amendments, to
which, however, we might not agree. If the
Premier does not intend to give us the in-
formation, we shall have to read into the
Bill all the dangers that are associated with
it. I am not here to take things without ex-
planation. If it means that we have to
talk for some time in order to get the infor.
mation, it will have to be done. I protest
arnirivt the Premier naing uls to pass this
amendment that will compromise us in re-
gard to the supertax, for, when we bear the
supertax explained, we may not agree to
the arrangement that has been made. It is
reasonable to ask the Premier to give us
further information.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: 1, too,
want information from the Prrnier. This
amendment effects the whole of the Bill. It
provides that the tax will remain for two
years. This is an innovation, for in the
pest taxation measures have been brought
down every year.

Mr. Thomson: 'We should continue to
safeguard that privilege.
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lion. Sir JAMES MITCHELL : If we
an get this limitation of taxation by this
means we shall of course be saved for two
years from our friends opposite, but that is
not sufficient to justify us in accepting the
amendment. If a representative of the far-
mers had attended the conference, he would
have been powerless to do anything. I re-
present agricultural interests as much as
anyone ekse, and so does IMr. Ewing.
Uf we fix the tax f or two years w*
shall deprive ourselves of the opportunity of
reviewing it. The financial position for next
year will, I think, be better than the Pre-
mier anticipates. Hie has not shown the
amount he usill receive from taxation, and
it is my belief that he wvill get much more
than he anticipates& There awe other pro-
visions in the Assessment Bill which would
also give him increased taxation. One is
the abolition of ball of the land tax ex-
emption, and another is that all land with-
out exemptions will be taxed. The confer-
ence bad no authority to do more than deal
with the Bill for this year, nor any author-
ity to give any undertaking with regard to
the Assessment Dill. The principle of fixing
the tax for two years is wrong. The proposal
to increase the land tax to 2d. was agreed to
by this Rouse. That tax was necessary !n
order to secure a 440. in the pound for maoin
roads that were to come under the Main
Roads Dill. We are not to have a main
roads Bill but we are to have the tax. The
managers had no Authority to make this
tax permanent. I do not propose to agreoo
to the amendment proposed by the Premier.

The PREMIER: Any promise I have
made with regard to the tax and the dis-
posal of the revenue from it stands good.
The position will be that whilst I will be
compelled to do without the 15 per cent.
supertax this year, T will obtain just as
much revenue from the supertax, hut it will
be spread over two years instead of one'I had fully decided not to ask Parliament
to again impose the smoprtax next year.
(Uader the arrangenment now Arriveud at I
shall get the same amornt of money,
namely, £00,half this year and half
next year. The tax Dill and the Assessnment
Bill hang together, and many important
amnendments to the ,'ssessmen~t Bill were
agreed upon. The C'ounceil had already made
many amendments to lthe assessment Bill; in
fact, members in another place had amended
practically every clause of that Bill. I be-
lieve now that the major number of those
sn'endments will not be insisted vp on, so
that we shall reap an Advantage in that
respect. I believe the assessment Bill would
have been lost but for the agreement ar-
rived at, so that I shall benefit from the
provisions of the assessment Bill, which will
come back to us from another place shortly' .

Ron. W. D. Johnson: What about the
extra £10 per ehildf Will that be included
in the assessment Bill?

Thme PREMIER: Yes. Another plae~ is
now discussing the assessment Bill and mak-
ing the amendments agreed upon. The ar-
rangement made for the two years is imo-
portant to me because the money is needed.
I now retain the tax Dill, so far as it ap-
plies to land taxation, in its entirety. I act-
ually yield up no revenue and accept 7 4
per cent, of the supertax this year and the
remainder next year.

Mr. HUGHES: We are establishing a
dangerous precedent by making the taxation
Bills annual measures. If tbe House
pledges itself this year, there is no going
back next year. I intend to vote to retain
the annual taxation measure because I am
afraid of the possibility of creating a pre-
cedent.

Mr. THOMSON: It will probably aston-
ish members to realise that the Land Tax
and Income Tax Bill was never discussed by
another place. It was referred back to this
House on the first reading. We are faced
with the position that a conference wvas re-
quested and at that conference there were
three managers from this House and three
managers from another place, and now ire
have before us the legislation we are asked
to pass. The Premier has scored a signal
victory. He never dreamt that he would get
his taxation measures through in the manner
that he has done. The primary producers
and those who live in the country have been
sold by the other House. The Legislative
Concill is supposed to be a house of review,
and of the three managers appointed not
one represents a primary producer. The
position was the same in this House. I
would be lacking in my duty if I did not
draw attention to this fact.

Sitting suspended from 6.Ib to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. THOMSON: We have often dis-
cussed the action of the Council in usurping
the functions of this House, but some of us
are convinced that the managers did not
do their duty on this occasion. We had the
definite statement by the Premier that they
would not press the amendment thei pro-
posed in the assessment Bill.

The CHATRMAN: That has nothing to
do with this Bill.

Mr. THOMSON: I am merely quoting
the statement made by the Premier and I
am justified in referring to it. This Dill
has not bees discussed by the Council. It
was referred back to this Chamber with a
request for a conference. At that confer-
ence three of the six managers were Minis-
ters of the Crown- What hope had we of
a compromise from a Conference so consti-
tiitetil Probably this Holise is to blame for
not voicing a protest regarding the man-
agers appointed.

The Premier: Ministers an not claim any
particular credit for the result. We recog-
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jiisc I he invaluable assistance rendered by
the other members at the conference.

Mr. THOMSON:; With three Cabinet
Ministers, all in favour of increasing taxa-
tion, the Government had a preponderance
of power at the conference. Then the six
gen tlemen agree that, provided the Premier
will magnanimously and generously give way
on the 15 per cent, supertax, they will agree
to the Bill operating for two years, fondly
believing that there will be no increase in
taxation. I strongly oppose establishing
such a precedent. Ever since I have been
in this Chamber we have had the right to
review taxation each year. I hope members
will not endorse this dangerous precedent.
I have voiced my protest. The Council have
let the representatives of the primary pro.
ducers down badly. They did not even dis-
cpss the Bill.

Mr. Corboy: You want us to remedy that
by making the Bill operate for one year
only.

Baon. W. Db. Johnson: You are shot!
Mr. THOMSON: I know I am shot, but

I have a duty to those whom I represent.
I would be foolish indeed if I did not pro-
test against such actions as have been taken
to-day. They are unprecedented in the his-
tory of Western Australia.

Mr. Beolmar: You voted for the tax last
year.

Mr. THOMSON: I did not. I voted
against the supertax. At any rate, what-
ever I did last year, I am opposing this
Proposal now. The Lpislative Council re
fused to consider the Bill, but have given
the Premier 100 per cent. more than be as-
pered to net from the Bill.

Mr. DAVY: I wish to emphasise one
point that induces me to oppose the smend.
snent to extend the operations of the Bill
ov-er two years. One of the safeguards the
people possess Against the dominance of
zovernmr'nt is that Ministers cannot carry
on withort Supply and the! cannot secure
Sup"!, withont calline Parliament together.

The Ministe, for TLnnfls: They went foi
three years In Sopth Australia.

Mr. DAVY, That is wrone. The pine-
flee new up with the conflict between the
people And the Wing who desired to rule
without calling Parliament tovether from
year to Year. Th,,s it is that the Mutiny
Act And other Acts have to be renewed
from vest to year. Th;s enn he done onily
1,- Parliament beine called tovether. Thus
It iq that Parliam~ent has to he called to-
getber each year to grant Supply to the
Gornnmment.

The Minister for Aericulture: Money Is
provided in the annual Appropriation Bill.

Mr. DAVY: I know that there has to be
an annual Appropriation Bill. There is no-
thing to prevent the Government from con-
tinuing to collect the tax, but there is only
one way, if Parliament be not called to-
gether, of preventing the Government from
Spending that tax and that is by the Go.

ernor refusing to graat his warrant as au-
thority for that expenditure.

T he Minister for Agriculture: You are
confusing taxation wvith Supply.

Mr. DAVY: I do not think so. It is true
that something more is required under our
procedure than umere taxation collection. If
the Government required more money from
the Treasury, the Governor might prevent
them securing it. That being so, it seems
to me Nye are creating a very dangerous
precedcnt if we give away our right to im-
pose taxation each year.

The Premier: In sonic States there is no
time limit. The tax is fixed and it remains
until amended.

Mr. DAVY: Nevertheless that is wrong.
Mfr. Thomson: That has not been the

praetice in this State.
Mr. DAVY: The safeguard that Parlia-

ment shall meet every year has grown up
during past years and is based on historical
precedent. I do not suggest that the pre-
sent Government are not likely to call Par-
liament together next year, but if we agree
to this course, it may establish a precedent
regretted by successive Governments.

Mr. FI. B. JOHNSTON: T oppose the
amendment, because it affects the right of
this House to impose taxation each year.
We have. heard the Premier's remarks about
this famous conference-it should be called
the infamous eonferenee-and the more I
consider it, the More T am satisfied that
some members of the Upper House entirely
failed in their duty as the reprTesentatives
of the primary producers and land owners
of the State. We have been told that no
member directly representingr primary pro-
ducers was permitted to participate in the
conference, and the Unper House failed to
consider the Bill at nil. Without discussing
the Bill they appointed three gentlemen to
4erde the whole matter.

Hon. S. W. Munsie: Bot they had the
opnortnity to disemss the Bill.

The Premier: The Dill was discussed on
the first reaimnq.

Mr. R. B. JOHNSTON: T do not think
so. At any rate when the mnemnbers eon-
eernedl realise the aareement the.ve pnu-
teredl into. T Am positive they will he satis-
fled that the Pr-emnier has sold them A ailded
brick. The, thoupht it was of gold, but
the, nowr Rnfl"ev have opt nothing.

Thn CM1ArRMAN: Order? T do not
think we Are di-ersuina the corferenee.

Mr. F. R. JTOHNSTON, After having
conferreil for sonme time, the representatives
of the Tinner Foose Agreed to irnire their
oprpition to the exemptions that have been
talnn ,wn, from the men on the land.

The Premier: T do rot know what the
T~nne, r Inmee li'v. done.

Mr. R. I. .0TOT0Tf Not only ha.
the Premier 'persuaded the Uner House to
agree to double taxation to be raid h-v the
men on the land. but to the abolition of the
evertions as well.
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The Premier: They saw the reasonable-
ness of the proposal. I knew it would be all
right if we got together.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I am entirely
opposed to this taxation, particularly in view
of the fact that we are to be denied our
right to assess the land tax each year. The
Premier must be very gratified at having
got such heavy taxation granted by the
Upper House, and to the extent that he is
pleased, the Upper House failed in its duty
to protect the man on the land from this
exploitation and extortion at the hands of
the Government.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It has
been said that a precedent will he estab-
lished by enacting the measure for two years.
As a precaution against a Government ex-
pending money beyond the desires of Paria-
went, a taxation Bill has been introduced
year by year, but the only taxation measure
so introduced has been the Land tax and
Income Tax Bill. The Dividend Duties,
Probate Duties, Stamp and Totalisator Tax
Acts continue.

Mr. Taylor: They are ordinary Bills.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: They are

taxation measures, and are not introduced
each year unless the House desires to deal
with them. The only taxation Bill intro-
duced year by year is this one, and that is
done merely for convenience. There is every
power in this House to check the expenditure
of Ministers. The House can zinmake a
Government whenever it likes. If the Gov-
ernment carried on the administration of the
country contrary to good sense, it could
be unmade by this House.

Mr. Thomson: It is impossible, and no one
knows it better than you do.

Mr. Taylor: That is only camouflage.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: Why

camouflage?
Mr. Thomson: You know very well we can-

not undo the Government.
The Premier: Because you ]have not the

numbers.
Mr. Thomson: Of course not, so why put

up the arguiment?
The MINISTER FOR MINES:- Is the

hon. member insinuating that members on
this side are not so concerned about good
Government as are members oppo-ite. or
that members on this side won!d not check
the expenditure of Ministers if the adminis-
tration was bad?

Mr. Thomson: I will debate that with you.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: They are,

and would. Ministers have sufficient sense
of responsibility to carry on the affairs of
the State on proper lines.

MT. RTICHARDSON: The chief complaint
of the members for Katanning and Wil-
lianis-Nnirrogin apreara to be that the prim-
ary prodncers had no direct representative
on the conference.

Mr. Thomson: A justifiable complaint,
too,

Mr. RICHARDSON: The so-called repre-
sentatives of the primary producers have

no monopoly in the matter of land values
taxation.

Mr. Thomson; But they pay it,
The Minister for Mines- We all pay it.
Mr. RICHARDSON: The people of the

metropolitan area will pay more than half
of it.

Mr. Thomson: That is Dot correct.
Mr. RICHARDSON: I am taking the Pre-

mier 's figures.
Mr. Thomson: We have the figures of the

Taxation Department.
The CHAI1RMAN:- The hon. member must

confine himself to the amendment.
Mr. RICHARDSON: Other members were

allowed to discuss this question.
The CaTAIRMAN: The Premier had to

explain the situation end other members
have followed, but there is no reason why,
because some have been out of order, that
others should continue on the same lines.

Mr. RICHARJDSON: Representatives of
the metropolitan area had as much right to
he represented on the conference as had any
country imember.

The Premier: All my electors aire primary
producers

Mr, RICHARDSON: I intended to give
some information regarding matters dis-
cussed at the conference that the Premier
has apparently overlooked, but if you rule
me out of order, I cannot proceed.

'Mr, TAYLOR: In view of the statements
made by the Premier, the Minister for
Mines, and other members, surely you are
not going to tie other speakers down. I&
all moy 24 years of Parliamentary experience
this position is unique. We have a money
Bill referred back to us by another rlacc
on its first reading.

The CHAIRMAN: That is not the amend-
ment.

Mr. TAYLOR: But the Premier opened
up the whole avenue. If there is a desire
to gag this side of the House, let us know it.

The Premier: Complaint was made that
I had not e~plained it.

Mr. TAYLOR: Surely we are justified inl
pointing out where we believe the Premier
is wrong. The Premier will not accuse me
of having stone-walled any- of his. levisla-
tion.

The Premier: No.
The CHAIRMAN: The bon. member must

speak to the amendment.
Mr. TAYLOR: The conference represen-

tatives of another place consisted of three
members, and we do not know whether they
represented the wishes of the other 27 mem.-
bers.

The Premier: I think they had a con-
ference on it.

Mr. TAYLOR: That is not the proper way
for another place to review legislation. The
Council is a Houaoe of review.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member can-
not prnoed on those lines.

Mr. TAYLOR: The same question has
heen discussed by other members, and I
think I should be allowed to proceed.
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Amendment put, and a division taken with
the following result-

Ayes .. . .21

Noes . .. .- 17

Majority for 4

we wish to retain the same rate of tax for
the longer period.

The CHAIRMAN: I have already pointed
out that the Bill was reommnitted to conc-
aider the amndenillts reormended by
conference.

Anse.
Mr. Aouwln
OWr, CI;e1~o0
Mr. Clydesdale
Mr. Collier
Mr. Coverley
Mr. Cunningham

Mr. Heron
Mr. Holman

Mr. W. D. Johnson
Mr. Kennedy
Mr, McCallum

M
Mr, Brown
Mr. George
Mr. GriOLiths
Mr- Hughes
Mr. E. B. Johnston
Mr, Lindsay
Mr. Matey
Sir James Mitchell
Mr. North

Ares.
Mr. Lambiert
Mr. Withers

Mr, Milllngt
M r, Munade
Mr. Panton
Mr. Richard
Mr. Sleelnan
Mr. Troy
Mr. A- Wan
Mtr. Willeoci
Mir. Wlson
hlir. Corhoy

P55.
Mr. Sampso:
Mr. J. H. S
Mr. J. M. a
Mr. Stubbs
Mr. Taylor
Mr. Teesla

Mr. Tbomec
Mr, Davy

PAIRS.
Noes.

Mr, Angelo
IMr. Lathe=n

Amendment thus passed.

The CHAIRMAN: There is a cc
tin] amendment to Clause 5.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: I wish
on Subelause 1 of Clause S.

The CHAIRMAN: We can deal
the amendments for which the Bill
committed.

Mr. Taylor: I took particular
the motion, and it was put from i
that the Bill be recommitted, bit
sreciflc purpose.

The Premier: The bon. memnbe
taken. The motion was that the
recommitted for the purpose of
ig the suggested amendments.

The CHAIRMAN: The motion
was that the Bill be rcommitte(
eider the amendments recomznendc
conference.

Mr. Taylor: Then the Speaker
state it from the Chair in that wr

The Premier: That is how I mo
Mr. Taylor: Subclause I spec

rate of land taxation as 2d.
The Premier: The Bill was no

mitted to deal with that.
Clause, as amended, agreed to.
Mr. E. B. Johnston: On a point

having altered the duration Of the
Surely we have a right to considei

Point of Order.
Mr. E. B. Johnston: On a point of order,

I wish to submit to you, Mr. Chairman,
that the whole of Clause 2 is under dis-

so cussion, and that the Committee, having
altered the clause in one direction, nify
wish to alter it further. Whilst the Coat-

sh:rougi, mittee might have accepted a certain tax
Itfor one year, they might require either a

stualler or a greater tax if the term is two
years.

(Teller.) The Chairman: I have already given my
ruling that we can deal only with the
recommendations of the conference.

n Mr. Thomqon : 1 disagree with your
with ruling, Sir.
mitt The Chairman: I cannot allow any more

discussion on this. If the hon. member
wishes to d issent from my ruling, he knows

9the course he has to take.
a

(Teller.) Dissent from Chairman's Ruling.

Mr. Thomson: I move-
That the Committee dissents from the

Chairman's ruling on the ground that the
whole of Clause e is open for discussion,

and that, an amendment in regard to the
duration of the measure having been
approved, the Howse may desire to ater

onsequen- the amount of the tax that 4s to be im-
posed for the altered period.

to speak [The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

only with
1was re- The Chairman: I have to report, Mr.

Speaker, that the member for Katanning
totic~e of has n'oved to disagree with my ruling that
he Chair the Bill was recommitted only for the pur-
tfor no pose of considering the recommendations

of coufef'ence.
r is mIs- Mr. Thomson: Whea you, Mr. Speaker,

Bill be submitted the Premier's motion to the
consider- House, you put it, "That the Bill be re-

committed for consideration."' I contend
as tabled that as we have altered the period of the

to cn measure to two years, we are entitled to
by the considr on the limes indicated in the

reasons which I have submitted in writing,
the remaining portion of the clause. When.

did not the Bill was in Committee, we were deal-
ay. irug with it as beng for a period of only
ved it. 12 months. I claim, therefore, that the
ides the whole of Clavse 2 is recommitted.

Mr. E. B3. Johnston: I think you will
t recoin- agree, Mr. Speaker, that it has always

been the practice in this House, when re-
committing a clause, to recommit the whole
of it. I have never been told that one

of order; could reeomumQ only a line, or only a few
measure, -words, of a clause. Such a position would
rwhether be absurd and intolerable. It amounts to

2675



2676

putting the gag on members, No one
dreamt of those words being introduced
when the Bill was being considered in
Committee.

The Premier: The whole question of the
amount of the tax was very fu ly discussed
before being decided by this House. There
is no question at all of gagging members.
The motion which I moved was ''IThat
t0e Bill be recommitted for the purpose of
considering the recommendations of the
conference." Now7  what are those
recommendat ions? I have here the notes
from which I read, and one of the recoin-
mendations is-

That the Bill be amended to cover
two years.

So the Bill was recommitted, as regards
this clause, only for the purpose of con-
sidering the question of one year or two
years. The clause itself was not recom-
mitted. If the motion had been that
Clause 2 shbouldc be recommitted, then of
course the whole clause would be open for
discussion. The hon, member new seeks
to open up the question of the rate of tax.
The clause itself was never mentioned in
the motion for recomniittal.

Mr. Taylor: The Premier has told the
Committee that he moved that the Bill be
recommitted for the purpose of doing cer-
tain things. I watched you closely, Mr.
Speaker, when you put the question, and
you proposed that the Bill be recommitted
-that was all. I immedately said to the
member for Williams-Narregin, "The
whole Bill now is under review."

Mr. R. B. Johnston: That is correct.
The Premier: The motion is taken down

by the Clerk.
Mr. Taylor: We have not recommitted

this Bill as an ordinary recom mittal.
Where do we get the power to recommit
this Bill The only place where we can
fiad the machinery by which we can pot
the Hill before the House for discussion is
Section 4 of the Constitution Act, 1920,
which says--

The Legislative Council may at any
time return to the Legislative Assembly
any Bill whichi the Legislative Council
may not amend, requesting by a message
the oission301 or amendment of any items
or provisions therein, provided that any
such reaucet does not increase any pro-
posed cerre or burden on the people.
The Legislative Assembly may, if it
thinks fit, make silch omissions or amnend-
ments with or without modification.

The 'Premier: That has no bearing on the
question.

M.Nr. Taylor: That is tl'e irachinery by
which wec reommiit the 'Bill. When the Bill
was recommitted the discursion was on the
report fromt the conference, and the Bill
was recommitted as a whole.

The Pren'ier: n. It was recommitted
for a specific puirpose.

Mr. Taylor : I do not know how the
Premier submitted the motion, but I do
kuo" that you, Sir, proposed merely "~That
the Bill le recommitted."' So the House
gave the Committee the right to discuss the
Bill fully on recommittal for the purpose
of all that was discussed at the conference.
And fromt the conference, practically a new
Bill was submittedl to us.

The Premier: Why, there are only about
six words new in it?

Mr. Taylor: Yet those words represent
the stint and substance of the Bill. The tax
should ha~ve been for one year, but You have
conedfed two yealrs.

The Premier: I have obtained, not con-
ceded, two years.

Mr. Taylor: That is the subject lecrorc
the Chamber.

The Premier: There is only one subject,
namely, the period. That was the purpose
for which the Bill was recommitted.

M'~r. Taylor: Yes, the Bill was recomn-
mitted in order that we might consider the
period of the tax. We hare really a new
Bill before us.

The Minister f or Nines : The hon. n-ember
holds that the Bill, having been recon'mitted
might he discussed in all its phases. Stand-
ing Order 298 prescribes that a Bill may be
recornitted in respect of certain proposed
amendments only, and the clauses in which
such nrnendnients are proinosed to be msde.

Mr. Taylor: That is the third reading
Stare.

The Minister for Mines:- It does not mat-
ter at what stage the Bill may be when re-
committed.

HFon. W. P). Johnson:- As a matter of fact
conference limits it still more.

The Minister for 'Mines: Yes, conference
supersedes what has previously occurred.
The motion put to the Mousep was: that tl'e
Bill be recommitted to deal with certain
clauses. Hut the Bill has reachedt ano~ther
stage. It has been to a conference, and the
conference supersedes anything else that
has been done. Therefore the only matters
now before the House are the specific clauses.

Hon.' Sir James Mitchell: Sec where we
get to when we desert the Constitution and
the Standing Orders!

The Minister for Lands: 'You have done
it often enongh.

Born. Sir JTareis Mitchell: Never. We
have not surrendered any of our ri-hts to
the conference of managers. The findings
of the conference have to be approved by
the House. The position is that another
House retuirned the Bill to us with the intl.
iration that they disapproved of the amount
of the land tax, and disagreed with the
super tax aed with flauqe 8. Our managers
hi-pv sitcep been to the conference and have
come back with r'-commentlations. Rave we
given upD onr rirht to reduc the amount
of the land tax? We contend that this
clause has been recommitted. It is one
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of the clauses that led to the conference.
Each of the clauses dealt with by conference
must come before the House again on the
original message from another place, not-
withstanding that the conference has since
been held. This House has discussed at
length the amount of tax.

The Minister for Lands: That has been
discussed three times in this House.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Still, that does
not fsinas it. This clause is now before
the House for consideration. The question
of a land tax of 2d. in the pound is one
that we appointed managers to consider.

The Premier! The Bill has actually passed
the stage when we can recommit to dleal
with the whole Bill.

Ron. Sir Janmes Mitchell: If we wake any
further alteration to the Bill the Premier
mlay have to ask for another conference.
Still, the fact remains that we have the
right to do it if we wish. If the clause
be recommitted to consider the recommen-
dations of conference, surely the House can
do anything it pleases with the clause.

Mr. Speaker: Perhaps the situation bat
ariie-and I say this without any desire to
reflect on the House-out of submitting a
money Bill to a conference. The position
now is this: I wish it to be clearly under-
stood that the Bill was recommitted for a
specific, special purpose. The motion, as
taken down by the Clerk at the time, and as
in the first instance I announced it from the
Chair, was that the Bill be recommitted for
the purpose of considering the amendments
recommended by conference. When I first
proposed the question I used that form. Sub-
sequently, for brevity's sake, as I frequently
do, I merely put it, 4'The question is that
the Bill be recommitted." But it is oh-
vious. and every bon. mnember understood.
that it was done for the definite purpose of
considering the recommendations of confer-
ence. And all who were present hnow that
the statement made by the Premier is per-
fectly correct, namely, that he read out every
item that had to be dealt with in the event
of the Bill being recommitted. There can
be no misunderstanding, bowev.-r it was
stated from the Chair; and in the first in-
stance it was correctly stated, although sub-
sequently for brevity's sake I said the ques-
tion was that the Dill be recommitted. Of
course, the House understood that it was to
be recommitted to consider the recommenda-
tions of conference. The whole Honos must
bare understood that.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: All right.
'Mr. Speaker: If the hon. member could

not follow, I regret it. But let the Houqe
understand what has happened: This Bill
has passed through all its stages in this
Chamber, and to that extent the House has
dealt with every clause in the Bill.

Mr. Thomson: Some drastic alterations
have since been proposed.

Mr. Speaker: The House has passed every
thing connected with the clauses, and in that

form the Bill passed out of the possession
of this Chamber and went to another Chain.-
her. Then came the course taken by the
other House to request amendments, floss
requested amendments were sent Lack to
this Chamber by message. This ('hamber
could not agree wvith those requested amend-
ments, and a conference ima reouested and,
rightly Or wrongly, granted. The confer-
ence supersedes, as it were, both Chambers.

Ron. Sir James Mitchell: No, no!
Mr. Speaker: It absolutely is both Chas.

hers acting in concurrence, the managers for
the time being representing the Chamber
they are sent from. Conference brings back
to both Houses certain recommendations,
and thea it is possible, and only possible
in the circumstances, to deal with the mat-
ters submitted to each Chamber by the man-
agers of the conference; and, as I have said,
the Premier rightly understood that when
he moved that the Bill be recommitted for
the purpose of considering the amendments
recommended by the conference. It is clear
from Standing Order 298 that we can re-
commit the Bill to consider only certain
amendments.

Mr. Taylor: We can recommit the Bill as
a whole.

.Mr. Speaker: The hen, member is making
a confusion. If it is possible at all to re
commit now at this stage-ad no one
denies that it is-it is possible to revommit
the Bill with respect to certain proposed
amendments only, and that is what has been
done. Otherwise, the Bill being recom-
mitted, it would be possible for this Chaow-
ber to re-debate the whole matter from A to
Z; and that, of course, would he the height
of absurdity. The matters not embodied in
the amendments recommended by the man-
agers have passed out of the possession of
this Chamber, and only the proposed amend-
ments are open to discussion. 1, therefore,
uphold the Chairman's ruling.

Committee Resumed.
The CHAIRMAN: No. 3. Clause 5.
Mr. THOMSON: No, you have not sub-

mitted the clause as amended.
The Premier: Yes, it has been passed.
Mr. E. B. Johnston: The Chairman had

only got as far as putting the amended
clause.

The CHAIRMAN: No, I was along to
this next amendment. The Committee has
decided to insert the other amendment.

Mr. Thomson: I do not think you suab-
mitted the clause as amended.

The CHAIRMAN: Everything there has
been agreed to.

Mr. Taylor: The Committee has not agreed
to this amendment.

The CHAIRMAN: What I am putting
now is a consequential amendment. On
account of the amendment made to Clause 2,
it is now necessary to make a consequential
amendment to this clause, that amendment
being to add the words ''and 192.''"
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Mr. E. B. JOIINSTON: It is not a con-
sequential amendment. This deals with divi-
dend duties.

The Minister for Lands: Nothing of the
sort.

Dissent from Ruling.

'.ri. E. B. Johnston: I intend to dissent
from your ruling, Mr. Chairman.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell. It is no use
dissenting; you will get practically the same
ruling again.

The Premier: Yours is a ridiculoos ob-
jection. You are doing nothing else hut
atone-walling. There is a proper time for
stone-walling, and it is not on the last
day of the sersion. You can not accuse us
of ever having done that. It is not playing
the game.

Mr. E, B. Johnston: I deny that I am
stone-walling. I move--

That the Committee dissent from the
Chairman 'a ruling.

[The Speaker took the Chair.]

The Chairmnan stated tbe dissent.
Mr. Speaker: The question is whether the

words proposed to be inserted are consequen-
tial. The amnendmecnt having been carried
to Clause 2 makes the amendment now in
question, consequential. As a matter of
fact, it would he a perfectly legitimate
action on the part of the Clerk to make that
consequential amendment so that the Bill
might be consistent. The words are re-
quired to preserve the consistency of the
measure.

Mr. Taylor: There would be no sense in
the clause if the consequential amendmnent
were not made.

Mr. Spesker: That is the position, and as
I have just said, without a vote of the
House, the Clerk would have been entitled
to insert the words on his own authority.
The ruling of the Chairman is correct.

Committee Resumed.

On motions by the Premier, in Clause 6,
11"was struck out and "7%" inserted

in lieu, and Clause 8 was deleted.

Bill reported with amendments, the report
ndopted, and a message transmitted to the
Council accordingly.

BII-INSPECTION OF '('AFFOLD-
1KG.

Con fert ace withs Conleil.

Mpssta'e received from the Council notify-
in;! that it had agreed to a conference and
bnd a po)irted as manngeri the Colonial Sec-
retary, lion. A. Burvill, and H'on. .1. Nichol-
soan.

Siting suspended from 8.45 to 10.10 p.m.

Confirrence Managers' Report.

The MINISTER FOR N% ulKS (Hlon. A.
Mlelallum-Southi Fremnantle) [10.10j: The

ma21nagers have agreed as follows:-

Amendment Na. 1 of the Council agreed
to. Amendment No. 2 of the Council
ngre !d to with the following addition:-
"This Act shall also apply to any build-

ing exceedieg one storey in height situ-
at-il iii any part of the State.'' Amend-
meunts Nos. 3 and 5 agreed to.

In Committee.

Mr. V1an ton in the Chair; the Minister
for Works in charge of the Bill.

No. 3. Clause 1.-Delete Sobelause (2).
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Tiere

wiUl be no districts under the amendment
agreed to.

lion. Sir James Mitchell: Then the Bill
will apply' to the whole State.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes. I
move-

Tha4 the amendment be agreed to.
Mr, THOMSON: I am surprised that the

managers should have given wny on that
point. It means that we shall have ins1I ec-
tion of scaffolding throughout the whole
State, and that must result in increased
costs.

The Mfinister far Works: But a later
amendment confines it to buildings of over
one storey.

Mr. THOMSON: Then I withdraw my
objection.

Question passed; the Concil's amend-
ment agreed to.

No. 2. Insert a, new clause to stand as
No. 2, as folows:-"This Act shall be in
force and have effect only in the mtetropoli-
tan. area consisting of the following ekve-
torah provinces, namely, the INetropolitan
Province, the 'Metropolitan-Suburbanj Pro-
vince, and the West Provine.''

The MINISTER FOR 'WORKS: The
Council's amendment limits the operation
of the Bill to the metropolitan area. The
managers have agreed to that with a con-
dition that it shall also aprly to any build-
ing exceeding one storey in height in any
part of the State. I move-

That the amendment be ruodijied by
adding:-"This Act shal also apply to
any building exceeding one storey in
height situated in any part of the Statea."

Mr. Thomson : That mens that all
single-story bifldings will come under the
Aet

The MITN-fhTER FOR WORKS : All
under 8 feet from the horizontal base will
be exempt.

Question passed; the Council's amend-
ment, as amended, agreed to.

No. .3. Clquse 2-Definition of ''S caf-
folding'': After the word ''structure," in
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first line, insert ''exceeding eight feet
from the horizontal base":

The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
amendment relates to the height of scat-
foldinig. I disagree with it, but it is the
best that could be obtained. I accepted
it in order to save the Bill. I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.
Question passed; the Council's amend]-

ment agreed to.
No. 5. Clause 4, Subelause (1)-Delete

paragraphs (b) and (e):
On motion by the Minister for Works,

the foregoing amendment was consequen-
tiaily agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted,
and a, message accordingly returned to the
Council.

BILL -LAND AND INCOME TAX
ASSESSMENT AMENDMENT.

Counoij'a Amendments.,

Schedule of 13 amendments made by the
Council in the Bill now considered.

In committee.
Mr. Panton in the Chair; the Premier

in charge of the Bill.
No. 1. Clause 4-After ''and'' in

second line insert ''the proviso to,"' and
after ''is'' in line three delete "amended
by inserting after the word 'used' in the
second line, the words 'or held,' and the
proviso is'':

The PREMIER: The effect of the amend-
mnent is that land held by a religious body
and not used for the purposes set out will
be liable to pay taxation. I think the
amendment might he accepted. It is
argued that religious bodies sometimes
have grants of land which they hold for
many years without utilising them for any
purpose whatever, and that when such
grants of land are sold the religious'bodies
get the unearned increment. Therefore,
it is urged, such land should not be ex-
empt from taxatiou. I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.
Qu~estion passed; the Coneil's amend-

ment agreed to.

No. 2. C'lease 5-nSert at the end of
Subelause (1) the words, ''in the case of
more than one person claiming exemption
under this paragraph. the Commissioner
shall decide which person is rightfully en-
tidled to make the claim"!

The PREMIER: This deals with exemp-
tions in respect of dependents. Where
more than one person makes a claim for
the exemption, this paragraph gives the

Commissioner the right to decide which
person is entitled to it. There should he
an auth6rity to determine such a question;
at present there is none.

Question passed; the Council's amend-
ment agreed to.

No. 3. Clause 5-Insert at the end of
Subelause S the following; "Should anyl
question arise as to the rihht of any' person
to any such deduction as aforesaid it shall
be determined by the Commissioner":

The PREMIER: This one is almost con-
sequential on the last amendment; both deal
with dependants. I move-

That the amendment be areed to.
Question passed; the Council's amend-

ment agreed to.
No. 4. Clause 6-Insert at the end

"Amended by omitting the words in lines
2 and 3 'from the ownership of any parcel
of land or derived directly'; and by omit-
ting the words in lines 6 and 7 'from the
ownership of such parcel of lnnd or'; and
by adding a proviso as follows:-' Provided
the allowances as an abatement under this
section shall not exceed 50 per cent, of the
land tax payable on the parcel of land pro-
ducing the income' "!

The PREMIER: This is rather impor-
tant.' It deals with the abatement of the
tax. Under the existing Act the person who
pays land tax, irrespective of whether on
country land or town land, has the right to
deduct the amount of hi. land tax from his
income tax. As the Bil went from this
House that was struck out- it was provided
that there should be no atbatement of the
land tax. That has been amended by the
Council. The amendment made by another
place means this: That the owners of cul-
tivated land, whether grazing land, or pas-
toral, or farn'ing lands, are to be allowed
to deduct their land tax from their income
tax. But that concession will not extend
to city land owners at all, and the deduc-
tion where permitted will amount to only
50 per enst, of the tax. Tn other words,
in fnture the owners of cultivated land will
be permitted to deduct from their income
tax half their land tax. I. move-

That the amendment be agreed to.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: T do not

qee why the abatement should not he as it
is at present. A man who derives9 his in-
come from land should not be s,,ljeet to
land tax at all,' That has been the law until
nnow. It is proposed by another place that
the abatenment should be only 5A rer cent.
of the tax. It should be the full amount.

Ron. W. DI. Johnson: You bare bad a
win. Under tlhe Bill you were not to have
got any abatement.

Bon. Sir TA MES MITCHET T.: still it is
only half what it should be. If it is right
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to mnake abatement, we ought to make it
in f ull. I move--

That the Council's amendment be
amended by the striking Out of the pro-
viso.

Hon. W. D). Johnson: If you reject the
amendment You will lose your 50 per cent.

lion. Sir JAMES MITCHELL:± No, we
are entitled to modify these amendments.

The Premier: You are lucky to get 50
per cent.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We are
lucky to be allowed to live.

Mr. Qcaeson, You are living pretty well.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Another

place is to be allowed to make these amend-
ments, but we an this side are not permitted
to amend anything.

The Premier: All your reasonable amend-
ments were accepted.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I feared that
this particular abatement had gone. Under
the nnmendnmeut of the Government it will
no longer apply to the owners of city or
town lands. Seeing that the Government
have agreed to the principle of 50 per cent.
abatement, I suggest they give back the
fulil abatement.

Rion. Sir James Mitchell: I think it must
have been intended to strike out the word
''reeal' and insert the word ''amended.",

The Premier: That would automatically
go out.

Amendment on the amendment put and
negatived.

Question passed; the Council's amend-
ment agreed to.

No. 5. Clause 7-Delete.
The PREMIER: This deals with the

Agent General, who at present is not liable
for the payment of income tax.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: It was always
ruled that he was.

The PREMIER: All our Agent Generals,
with the exeeption of one, have paid income
tax. Cf late years the point has been
raised that under the Act the Agent General
is not liable, and that contention has been
upheld.

Hon. W. I). Johnson: He has paid income
tax to the British Government.

TIe PREMIER: NO. It is prodided in
the Bill that he should pay the tax.

Mr. Thomson: The State baa always paid
the tax to the British Government.

The PREMIER: I think not, but he is
exempt now.

Ron. Sir Tames Mitchell: And rightly
too.

The PREMIER: The British Government
have taken the view that if hep has to pay
a tax, be is responsible to the State he re
presents.

Hon. W. fl Johnson: The other day they
declared they were going to exempt Agent
Generals.

The PREMIER: I noticed that in the
paper. The fact remains that be does not
pay, and it was proposed that he should do
so. The Council, however, have decided to
strike out this clause.

]Eon. Sir James Mitchell: Hie does not
live here.

The PREMIER: Probably the Agent
General will be the only person belonging to
thb State who will entirely escape taxation.
The salary for the position has not been
increased for many years, although the ex-
pences attached to the office have increased.
The Agent General really ought to meet his
responsibilities to the State.

lion. Sir James Mitchell: I think not.
The PREMIER: Agent Generals in the

past have always paid.
Hon. Sir James Mitchell: This refers

only to his salary.
The PREMIER: Yes. In the circum-

stances I move-
That the amendment be agreed to

Question passed; the Council's amend-
ment agreed to.

No. 6. Clause 8. Subelause (10)-Delete
this subelause and insert in lieu thereof the
following subeclauee:-(10). "fly adding
a new paragraph as follows: (2) (b.) Any
charge or expense other than capital expendi-
ture incurred in the carrying on or conduct
of any business, profession, trade, employ-
ment, or vocation":

The PREMIER: This deals with deduc-
tions in Clause 8 of the taxation measure.
These deductions will be inserted in their
proper place in the assessment Dill. We have
deleted Clause 8, which contains many de-
ductions, and this is one of the paragraphs
to he inserted in the assessment Bill in its
proper place. It is on all fours with the
paragraph in the taxration Bill. This merely
places the deductions in the assessment Bill
instead of in the taxation measure. The
wording is different, but the deductions are
the same. I move--

Thact the amendment be agreed to.
Question pased; the Council's amendment

agreed to.
No. 7. Clause 8.-Insert a now aubelause

to stand as aubelause (I1l) as follows:
"By inserting before the word 'prodided'
in line 7 of paragraph (14) the w6rds 'or
donation in money to Government, or incor-
porated institutions established for benevol-
ent, charitable, scientific, or educational pur-
poses, or for the promotion of research in re-
spect to diseases, and/or pests, appertaining
to mankind, animals, and plants, or moneys
expended for educational scholarships or
hursaries' 11:

The PREMIER: These are similar to the
deductions in the taxation Bill, except that
the amendment goes further. At present
deductions may be made in the case of
grants for benevolent, charitable, scientific
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institutions used for educational purposes.
It is not a matter we want to quarrel about.
If people are prepared to make donations for
this purpose, we might allow them to deduct
the amount from their income tax. I
move-

That the amendment be agreed to.
Question passed; the Council's amendment

agreed to.
No. 8. Clause 8.-Insert a new subelause

to stands as subelause (12) an follows:
"By omitting the proviso to paragraph (d)
and inserting the following in lieu thereof:
-Provided that there shall be deducted from
the taxable amount so ascertained as afore-
said the sum of Fifty pounds in respeet to
every Member of Parliament representing a
metropolitan, metropolitan-suburban or
West Province, or an electoral district there-
in, and a sum of One Hundred Pounds in
respect of every Member of Parliament re-
presenting any other province or electoral
district therein'':

The PREMIER: This amendment washi
the taxing Bill, and has not been transferred
to the assessment Bill. I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.
Question passed; the Council's amendment

arced to.
No. 9. Clause 1.-Delete the word ''ap-

pellant'' in paragraph (3) of proposed new
section 49, and insert in lien thereof "either
party''1:

The PREMIER: This deals with the
sittings of the court not being open to the
public, ''either party" having the right to
apply for the withdrawal of any person not
concerned. I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.
Question pased; the Council's amend-

ment agreed to.
No. 10. Clause 10. Proposed new Bstion

S0 rAdd the following proviso at the end
of Subsection (1): ''Provided that ninety
days shall he allowed to a taxpayer resident
in the North province to lodge an objec-
tion':

The PREMIER: I think the time al-
lowed for the Ordinary taxpayer is 42 days.
This amendment extends the time to 90 days
in the case of a taxpayer living in the
North Province. I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.

Que-stion passed; the Council's amend-
ment agreed to.

No. 11. Clause l.-lclete all the words
after ''sirty-eight'' in the first line to the
end of the clause, and insert in lieu thereof
''is amended by adding the following para-
graph at the end of the aid Section 68,
viz.: 'It shall be a defence to a proses-
tion for an offence aurainst paragraphs (a),
(b), and (c) of this section if the de-
fendant proves that the false statement or

false answer was made through ignorance
or inadvertence' "1:

The PREMIER: This deals with fines
for late payment of income tax.

Hon. Six James Mitchell: The Commis-
sioner of Taxation would allow a defence of
ignorance or inadvertence now, but it ought
to go into the Act.

The PREMIER: The Commissioner would
accept any reasonable explanation. Some
members have not that confidence in the
Commissioner, so they are setting it out
here that this shall be an answer for the
taxpayer. Perhaps we might protect the
taxpayer against some Commissioners who
may hold the position in the future. I
move-

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question passed; the Council's amend-
meat agreed to.

No. 12 .-Tnsert a new clause, to stand an
Clause 7, as follows: "Section 18 of the
principal Act is amended by adding after
the word 'premiums' in line 1 the words
'other than retiring allowances and gratui-
ties paid in a lump sum.'" 1 And by adding
a subelause, to stand as Subelause (2), as
follows: ''(2) All retiring allowances and
gratuities paid in a lump sum shall be
deemed to be income to the amount of five
per centum of the vaine of such retiring
allowances and gratuities":

The PREMIER! The amendment is
really intended to apply to Goversnent offi-
ce's and employees who have been retired.
If an employee receives, say, £500 as a re-
tiring allowance or gratuity, that amount
has been taken as an addition to his in-
come and the officer bas had to pay on the
aggregate amount, flat allowance or gra-
tuity is not really income and it is proposed
to exempt all except 5 per cent, of the
amount. That is a fair allowance.

Hon. W. DI. Johnson: Why 5 per cent.;
why net 7% per cent.?

The PREMIER: I do not know how the
Council arrived at the percentage. The
principle, however, Is sound. I move--

That the amendmnent be agreed to.
Ron. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: In fixing

it at 5 per cent., I presume the Council fol-
lowed the provision in the Commonwealth
Act. We might just as well have allowed
this amount to be free of taxation.

Hon, W. D. Johnson: They wvill have the
honour of saying that they have paid.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: There
will be more honour than pleasure. If a
man on retiring receives an allowance of
£400, and he has been in receipt of a similar
amount as salary, he will have to pay taxa-
tion on £800 and at the higher rate. The
allowance is intended to recompense the
officer for his labor-s over a number of
years, the payment being made in the one
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year. That being so, he should not he ex-
pected to pay on the full amount,

Question passed; the Councils amend-
ment. agreed to.

No. 13.-Insert a new clause, to stand as
Clause 8, as follows: "Section 19 of the
principal Act is amended by adding a new
subsection as follows: ' (13) The cash
allowances paid and the bonus shares al-
lotted to sharehol~ers of any cu-operative
company or society as a rebate or discount
on their trading with such companies or
societies. ' "

The PREMIER: The amendment refers
to bonus shares ad cash allowances allotted
to shareholders of any co-operative company
or society. We ahould agree to this amend-
ment and I move-

That the amendment be agreed lo,
Question passed; the Council's amend-

went agreed to.
Resolutions reported, the report adopted,

and a message accordingly transmitted to
the Council,

BILL--DVFDEND DUTIES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Council 's Amendments.
Bill1 returned from the Council with jour

amendments, which were now considered.

In Committee.
Mr. Lutey in the Chair; the Premier in

charge of the Bill.
The PREMIER: I have not baa time to

examine the amendments hut I am assured
that we should adopt them. They do not
affect any principle in the Bill but may be
described as machinery ameaduments. They
were moved by the 'Colonial Secretary in
the Upper Honse. The four amendments
relate to the one matter. At present it
is necessary for a person to make a statu-
tory declaration regarding dividends or
profits. Instead of doing tha~t, it is pro-
posed to fall into line with the practice
regarding income tar and the people con-
cerned will be required to sign only a
form. The first amendment refers to
Clause 2 and is as follows:-

Invert a paragraph as follows:-"The
words 'and verified by a statutory de-
claration' in paragraph (a) of Subsec-
tion 1 of Section 6 are omitted."

The amendment will omnit the words that
make it necessary to provide a statutory
dedlqratin. The amnendlments were sug-
gested ard prepared by the Comnmissioner
of Taxation and have been agreed to in
the Council. The reiraining three amend-
mrents Pro purely consequential on the
Brat, and I move-

That the amendments be agreedl to.

Hon. Sir JAMES 'MITCHELL: Are all
these three amendments consequential
upon the first amendment I

The Premier: Yes.
Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL .It is

herd to consider amendments without
having a copy before us.

The Premier :. That is so, but I am
assured by the Commissioner of Taxation
that the amendments arc purely formal.

Hon. Sir JAMES IMITCHELL: So far
as the Premier rend the one amendment,
it is reasonable, and if the amendments
are consequential on the one he baa read
out, I have no objection to raise. It is:
however, rather like legislating in the
dark when we are asked to deal with
matters in this way.

Question passed; the Council's amend-
ments agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted,
and a message accordingly transmitted to
the Council.

BILL-INDUTSTREAL ARBITRATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Council 'a Mfesau.
Message received from the Council noti-

fying that it did not insist on certain of
its amendments in the Bill, and bad agreed
to the Assembly's modifications of two of
the Council's amendments, but insisted on
others of its amendments.

Request for Conference.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: -.

move-
That a conference wfith the Counacil be

requested, and that the mzanagers to re-
present the Legislative Assembly be the
Rom W. D. Johhnson, Mr. Thomson and
the mover.
Question put and passed.

Sitting suspended from 11.45 pa% to 1.80
a.0t.

BILL-NfDUSTRIAL APlTTRATTON
ACT AMENDMENT.

Conference Managers' Reporfl-Order
Discharged.

The MIW(STER FOR WORKS: The As-
sembly managers have met the Council mnan-
agers in respect of the amendments made
by the Council in the Industrial Arbitration
Act Amendment Bil1l. The Leg~islative
Council managers refused to budge from
their attitude, and so we have failed to
agree. I move-

-That the Order of the Day be 'lie-
charged from the Yotice Paper.
Question passed; Order of the ray dis-

charged.
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Sitting suspended from 1.24 o.im. to .2.40
a.m.

BILL-WORKERS' COMPENSATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Council's Message.
Message received from the Council notify-

ing that it did not insist on amendment NO.
19 disagreed to by the Assembly, but in-
sisted on amendments 3 to 10 inclusive, 13,
1P, 17,1 18, 23, 24, 25, ad 27 to 31 inclu-
sive disagreed to by the Assembly, and that
it had proposed an alternative amendment to
No. 2, in n-hich amendment the Council de-
sired the concurrence of the Assembly, and
had agreed to the Assembly's amendment to
the Council's amendment No. 14.

Re quest for Conference.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS moved-
That a conference be requested with the

Legislative Council and that the managers
to r-epresent the Assembly 'be Hion. WV. D.
Johns~on, Mr. North, and the mover.
Question put and passed.

BILL--PERMANENT RESERVES
(No. 2).

Council's Amendment.
Message from the Council notifying that

it had agreed to the Bill subject to an
amendment, now considered.

In Committee.
Mr. Latey in the Chair; the Minister for

Lands in charge of the Bill.
The MITNISTER FOR LANDS: It has

been discovered that the intention of the
City Council was to widen gay-street to
801 1 and that that was the width agreed to
in 19016 by the House Committee of Perlia-
ment House and the Government. There-
fore, instead of the City Council requiring
20 links from Parliament Hause rounds 40
links were needed.

Mr. Pantont: Will that take in the Legis-
lative Council chamber?

Mr. Marshall: We shall all be In favour
of it if it does.

The MITNTSTEB FOR LANDS: The
Lermislative Council Inas inq-de the amend-
ment in the Bill to provide for the extra
20 links and has asked this House to agree
to it. I move--

That the amendment be agreed to.
Mr. TAYLOR: The Mlinister has not

stated the es.-e correctly. Action was taken
in 1916 and not in 1906 as the Minister said.

The Minister for Lands: I may have made
an -rro in the date.

Mr. TAYLOR: Since we were so easily
convinced that they should have 20 links
of Parliament House grovnds, application

has been made for us to double the width
of the strip. That would very nearly takie
in the old Water Supply offices, and would
encroach Bo far on these grounds that it
would he necessary to terrace the soil and
erect a 3Mt. or 41 t. wail. This House should
not agree to granting the extra 20 links.
The City Council have more roads and
streets now than they can properly look
after. I withdrew my opposition to the Bill
on the second reading alter the statement
of the member for West Perth (Nir. Davy)
that the City Couancil were negotiating to
purchase the High School property. If they
purchased the Hfigh School block and took
off a strip of 20 links, they. could make a
very decent thoroughfare of that part of
'Hay-street. I hope the 'Minister will with-
withdraw the 40 links proposal and adhere
to the 20 links, and he should also Satisfy
himself that the City Council will get 20
links from the High School grounds. With-
out that, the strip of Pailziament House
grounds would be of no value.

Mr. Clydesdsle- What is the good of 20
links?

Mr. TAYLOR: It will. be ample.
Mr. MAE SHALL:- I agree with the main-

ber for AMount Margaret. TI 20 links be
given to the City Council, it is all that is
required. Even such a strip would he of
no use unless the City Couincil had a mile
strip of the samne width, otherwise there
in a danger of motorists utilising the wid-
ened portion of Hay-street to indulge in
speeding. Unless the whole of Hay-street
can be widened, the widening of the pro-
posed section Mtill ho worse then uselesq.
I would not give the City Council a foot of
the land asked for unless the council were:
prepared to widen Hay-street all the way to
Thomas-street. What will the City Council
do with the land when they get it?

Hfon. Sir James Mitchell: Raffle i
Mr. MARSHALL! Widening the street

for so short a section will involve the setting
-up of two bottle-nkecks threuph wehich will
pour the congested mnotor traffic. What is
the gpood of this piece of land to the City
Concil?

T-on. Sir James Mitchell: Whet Is the
good of it to us?

Mr. MARSH4ALL: In any ease, they can-
not use 40 linlks. A strip 20 links wide
should he Smile. It means that the teaLrs-
lotive Council are pandering to the Cityv
Council.

The Minister for Lands:. The Legislative
Council have had nothing whatever to do
with it. I have explained that once.

Mr. MAPSRALL: If the City Council
were ready to makte use of the land, 20 links,
would he ample.

Mr. DAVY: I eam amared at the beat en-
gendered over ihis small proyosal. We
started off with a little Bill to carry into
effect what a previous Government had at-
tempted to do many years ago. The Gov-
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ertnent, u~tlout any wild protest from
anyone, attempted to do a certaini thing.
it "-as thought this had been accomplished,
but the Joint liovse Commnittee objected.
Tbere the matter rested for mny lears.
It was revived by the City Council and the
Toun Planning Association, who approachedl
the Goveranent with the request that the
matter should be finally arranged. Thety
asked for a sufficient strip of land from the
Parliament House reserve to enable them to
wviden Hay-street in the vicinity of Parlia-
ment House to S0ft. At present Hay-street,
including footpaths, is only 531t. wvide. That
is a disgraceful width for the main thor-
oughfare of the city. The Joint House Comn-
mittee have agreed to the proposal. A letter
was written to the City Council iroin the
Premier's Department definitely stating that
the request had been granted that Hay-
street should be widened to Soft. opposite
Parliament House, and this was to be sub-
ject to the approval of the House Commit-
tee. Our Premier pledged his word that
this would be done, but he did so under a
misapprehension. It was generally thought
that the Joint' House Committee and the
Government had power to do this, but it
was found that the contrary was the case.

Mr. Taylor: You are bull-dozing us.
Mr. Teesdale: The House Committee deal-

ing with a Class "A" reserve!
Mr. J. H. Smith: You make the Premier

look like a foot.
Mr. DAVY: The member for Roehourne

is not, as wise as be sounds.
Mr, Teesdale: I am only communing with

myself.
The Minister for Works: flow this united

party is getting on!
The CHAIRMAN: Order! Members must

cease from interjecting.

'Mr. DAVY: It is not entirely free f rota
doubt that a proclamation tinder the Per-
manent Reserves Act might effect this
transfer. It provides that even portion of
a Class "A'' reserve may he cut out for
roads by proclamation.

Mr. Taylor.- You are wroag.
Mr. DAVY: The point is open to argu-

ment.
The Minister for Lands: Yes, there is A

difference of opinion.
Mr. DAVY: The Government might have

endeavouredI to do without reference to Par-
liament that which Parliament is now ask-
ing for, hut, because there was a doubt, they
were too honest to make the attempt. They
cotuld have pretended to do it and no one
would have disputed it. The officer of the
Lands Department thought all he had to ito
was to endeavour to carry out the original
proclamation.

Mr. J. H. Smith: The Premier had no
right to make the promise ho did.

Mr. DAVY : Is is open to question

whether be had the right or not. Section 3
of thme Permanent Reserves Act says-

.Nothing in this Act shall prevent the
survey and declaration by the Governor of
any necessary roads and streets through
or over any reserve classified as Class
'B"y or Class I''C.''

Mr. Taylor: There you are! Class "A"l
reserve is not mentioned.

Mr. DAVY: Let the bon. member wait a
minute. By a subsequent Act, No. 63 Vie.,
No. 24, this section is amended by striking
out the words "classified a-s Class 'B' or
Class 'C.' " The Act is reasonably open to
the iuterpretation that the Government are
entitled to do this. A-fter all, So feet is not
too great a width for the principal artery
of Perth. Moreover, the City Council have
made a firm offer to purchase the High
School property, with a view to widening a
further length of Hay-street; and the mo-
masit this Bill becomes law in the form
which is now requested, the purchase will
be completed.

'Mr. HUGHES: I am surprised to learn
that the City Council are reaching out to
buy more property whilst they cannot fur-
nish decent streets and footpaths. In East
Perth, principally because one of their lead-
ing officers made a "bull," they are threat-
ening to resume a 'property which they will
not be able to use for years.

Progress reported, and leave given to sit
again at a later stage.

1AILL-WORWCERS' COMPENSATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Message received from the Council noti-
fying that it agreed to the Assembly's re-
quest for a conference.

Sitting suspended fromn 5.5 to 6.40 a.m.

BTLL-PE-MANENT RESERVES
(No. 2).

In Cominmttee.

Resumed from an earlier stage of the
aitting.

Mr. TAYLOR:. When progress was re-
ported we were discussing the relative
merits of the proposal to hand over 20 links
or 40 links. We have agreed to hand over
20 links.

lNon. W, D. JTohnson: Then that settles
itt

7%Tr. Ifihes: Cannot we give the City
Concill 20 links this year and 20 links next
yearl

Mr. TAYI.Ol?: The question is whether
we shall agree to hand over another 20 links,
making it in all 40 links.
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Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Then you are
in favour of the proposal?

Mr. TAYLOR: I am not in favour of it.
When I was discussing this matter before,
I placed the Minister for Lands in a false
position. I said he was quite wrong when
he said that an order was made by the Ex-
ecutive Council in 1906. 1 have looked up
the file with the Minister 'a assistance, and
1 fin d it was made in that year. In justice
to the Minister I %jish to withdraw my state-
mn.

The Premier: That statement kept him
awake all night I

Mr. TAYLOR: I said that to my know-
ledge the matter cropped up in 1916 and
the files bear out my statement in that re-
s-ect. In 1917 the City Council thought
they were on velvet and actually sent up a
contingent to take possession of the land.

The Premnier. Had it not been for the
solid defence put up against them, they
would have captured the land.

Mr. TAYLOR- Yes. As custodian of
this House and Chairman of the House
Committee, I ordered them to withdraw.

Mr. Mann: Did they not call up their
reservest

Mr. TAYLOR- They withdrew and we
did not hear anything more until within the
last three or four months.

The Premier: We signed a treaty of
peace.

Mr. TAYLOR: I do not know what hap-
pented. They wanted a new House Commit-
tee who did not know the troubles of the
past.

Hoin. W. D. Johnson: Yon are responsible
becauce if you had allowed them to take
the 20 links In those days they would have
heen satisfied. Now they want 40 links.

Mr. TAYLOR: I am prepared to give the
City Council 20 links, hut I will not give
them 40 links.

Mr- Cirdeadale: What will you do ;with
the land if you hold on to it?

Mr. TAYLOR: It -forms pert of a Class
"A" reserve and it cannot he interfered
with unless a Bill be passed through Par-
liament for the specific purpose.

The M.Ninister for Lands: That is ques-
tionable.

Hon. W. fl. JOHNSON: Because of what
the member for Mt. Margaret has said we
shall have to grant these 40 links. He says
they could have b-id the 20 liukc;, hut he
would not rermit them to take it. I had
no idea the hon. member was the culprit in
the matter. It is throueh his interference
that we are faced with this position.

Mr. Taylor: You are quite wrong.
Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The City Council

had the right to take it.
Mr. Taylor: They had no right.
Hon. W. P. JOHNSON: And the hon.

member offered them 20 liuks. He should
apolotrise to the Committee for having
broughbt this upon us.

Mr. TAYLOR., The memnber for Guild-
ford has tried to turn this matter into a
joke. The house Committee did not grant
any privilege to the City Council. We
opposed the whole thing all along. The
House Committee that the Premier ap-
pointed is the cause of all the trouble.

The Premier: If the 20 links had been
granted in the first place, we could have
got out of it with that.

Mr. TAYLOR: The House committee
would not give one inch of ground, but the
Premier, in ignorance, of the position, told
the deputation that he would recommend the
new House committee to do this, and they
did it.

The Premier: I banked on the House com-
mittee refusing to do it.

Mr. TAYLOR: The House committee the
Premier appointed deserted him and went
back on the old House committee.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: It is up to you to
explain the matter.

Mr. TAYLOR: I appeal to the Committee
to grant no more than 20 links. I am in-
formed that whatever area we do grant a
similar area will he utilised for the same
purpose from the High School ground.

Question passedl; the Concil's amend-
ment agreed to.

Resolution reported, the report adopted,
and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

BILL-WORKERS' COMPENSATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Conference Managers' Report.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. A.

MeCalluin-South Fremantle) [6.23 a.m.]: I
have to report that the managers of the
two Houses have met to consider amend-
ments to the Workers' Compensation Act
Amendment Bill. The Council managers
were adamant. We were told when we
entered the room that there was no chance
of their making any concession or advanc-
ing from the position already reached. It
appeared to be little use our going on with
the conference, but as I was most anxious
if possible to save the Bill, I did go on
with it. I have to report as follows:-

The following amendments have beea
made to the Council 'a amendments:-

No. 2. In the definition of "depend-
ant'' in Section 4 of the Act insert after
"upon" in line two the words "or
wholly or in part supported by."

The balance of the Council's; amend-
ment is agreed to.

No. 4. Section 6 of the Act is
hereby amended by deleting the word
"sad" in line two and inserting in lieu
thereof the word "or," and also by in-
serting after the word "emnrloymentf" in
line two the words "or whilst the Worker
is acting under his employer's instruc-
tieas.'',
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No. ]3. Delete front the Counvil's
amendment the words "whbose dlecisinin
sliall be fina1."~

In all other instances the Council 's
amnudments have been agreed to.

I move-

That the report be adopted.
Question put and passed.

In Committee.
Mr. Lutey in the Chair; the Minister for

Works in charge of the Bill.
On motion by the Minister for Works, the

recommendations of the conference were
treed to.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted,
and a message transmitted to the Concil ac-
quainting them accordingly.

BILL-TRAFFIC ACT AMENDMENT.

Couf"Il's Amenacmente.

Message received from the Council noti-
fying that it had agreed to the Bill subject
to amendments.

In Committee.
Mr. Lutey in the Chair; the Minister for

Works in charge of the Bill.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: These

amendments, in brief, mean that the schedule
of the traffic fees has been adopted, while
the rest of the Bill has been slaughtered.
What is left of the Bill is limited in dura-
tion to December of next year. The Bill now
mneans that for 12 months the local au-
thorities will get the fees provided in the
schedule. That is all. The rest of the Bill
haa been. struck out.

Ron. W. D. Johnson: This is restricted
on the basis of the present Act?

The MINISTER FOR 'WORKS: Ye;, the
position will not be altered. Tb. traffic
fees will go direct to the local authorities.
All the claulses dealig with the regulation
of traffic have been struck out, and merely
the schedule of fees adopted until this time
next year. That, briefly, is the Bill. It will
have to be redrafted to meet the position
but I think we might have a motion to adapt
the Council's amendments en bloc. There
will be no time to have them printed for
submission to members. I have told the
Committee the exact position. The schedule
alone is to apply. I move-

That the amendsnesnts be agreed to.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We now

have just the schedule and one or two
clauses applying to the schedule, but nothing
more. We still have the clause giving the
Minister power to charge license fees for
motor vehicles carrying passengers. I think
we can safely agree to the amendments.

Mr. Pauton: If the Council has seat
them down, we can safely agree to them.

Ron. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I am
agreeing with the Minister. He wishes to
have the right to collect his fees, and I pro-
pose to give him that right.

Mr. TAYLOR. It is an overwhelming
testimiony to the power of the other Cham-
ber. Members on this side tried to amend
th2 Bill in the same way the Council has
amended it, but we were not permitted to
dot an ''i" or cross a 'It,'' because numer-
ically we are weak. But we see now how a
great power, &. majority of the Assembly,
will bend the knee when confronted by the
Council.

Mr. Penton: Even that is better than
bending the elbow.

Question passed; the Council's amend-
menits agreed to.

Resolution reported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
council.

BILL-INSPECTION OF MACHINERY
ACT AMENDMENT.

Returned from the Council without amend-
ment.

BILL-WORKERS' COMPENSATION
ACT AMIENDMENT.

Council's Further Mesae .
Message from the Council received and

i-cad notifying that it had agreed to the
Assembly's further amendment to the Coun-
cil's amendment No. 2, to the alternative
amendment No. 4, and to the further amend-
ment of No. 13.

AT)JOURNMENT-CLOSE OF SESSION.

Corn plimentary Remarks.
The PREMIER (Hon. P. Colier-Boul-

der) [7.35 am.]: I move--
Thnt the. House at its rising adjourn

till Thursday, the Bnd January, 1905.
I desire to offer you, Mr. Speaker, the com-
pliments of the season and to extend tha
same compliments to the Lender of the Op-
position end to all members of the House.
We have had a fairly busy session, and on
the whole we have been able to get through
the business amicably. Certainly the work
during the past week or so has been some-
what strenuous, and many, if not most, mem-
bers have become physically and mentally
exhausted. All things come to an end, how-
ever, end every, memnher will be pleased to be
released from the work here to enjoy a well
earned rest. I hope you, Sir, will heve a
pleasant Christmas and a prosperous New
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Year. I extend my thanks to thle Clerk,
the Clerk Assistant, the officers of the
Hiouse and the "liansard" staff for the
courtesy extended to members on all occa-
sions. I hope thle new year will be bright.
and prosperous to all, and that we shall
meet again with -renewed strength and
vigour to conduct thle business of the
H1ouse in the same spirit that has pre-
vailed during the present session.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham [7.37 a.nm.J . I desire to endorse the
memarke that have fallen from the Pre-
niler, and I wish you Mr. Speaker and the
officers. of the Uouse a merry Christmas
and a happy and prosperous New Year. I
wish the Premier, his Ministers and inein-
bers the compruments of the season, and all
that I hope for this counltry is that it may
be prosperous and that all the people in
it may prosper and enjoy life as we would
have them enjoy it. The session has been
very- strennotis but thle work has been rend-
vied lighter by the eiiergetic manner in
which Ministers have presented Bills and
ntlended to their duties. On the whole
we have had a pleasant session and our
friends opposite have had nearly all their
legis'atiom aporoved. T wish all a pleasant
amid happy time in the new year.

'Mr. E. B. .IOINSTON (Williams-
Narrogin) [7.3,1 a.nitj: On belrilf of the
leader of the Country Party' 1. too, desire
to add a few words to thle felji-itations ex-
pressed. We have had a pleasant sessioti
and I think that nsdol work has been
accomplisbed. T congratulate the Govern-
micnt on their earnestness and on the
manner ia which they put their legislation
before the House. T congratulate them
too upon the success they have had, in
some respects, with the Legislative Couin-
cil as regards the taxation measures. This
is Christmas eve and it is a time when
many people desire to follow the advice
of the great prophet and take a little wino
for their stomach 'a sake. Therefore, T
oan coagratulnte the Government again
on some of the measures they* have lost,
as well as thonse they have succeeded in
wrettinr through. T wish the Premier a
vterv pleasant amid successful trio to E~ng-
lnd. T adlmire him for the work that he
Po coniseientionslr performed in this House
for ma-ny years as Leader of the Opposi-
tion. T have not known anyone who was
s o constnnt in his attendance tn his duty
or wrho was more energetic than he. AS

Pientier of the State he has continued to
display the same activity and interest in
the state's welfare, alid we all agree that
wlicn hie goes away he will go as a great
Australian and will worthily uphold West-
erli Australia's interests in the centre of
ourI great Empire. I wish you, Mr,
Speaker, the Chairman of Committees, the
utlit-ers of the House and the ''Hansard''
stat! a mnerry Christmas and a happy New
Year.

M1r. SPEAKER [7.41 a.m.): Mr. Pre-
ier, Sir James Mitchell, Mr. .Johnston,

and hon. members. This is a time when
we are very fatigued from the weariness
due to the heavy labours of a long period.
It is a time now when you are to rest
from your labours9, and I sincerely trust
that thp burden oif your work does not
follow you. T am very proud to occupy
this position, and to receive the thanks
which have heen tendered, and the good
wishes for a mnerry Christmas and a happy
New Year. I reciprocate those wishes to
you all. T desire personally to thank the
(Clerk, the Clerk Assistant, the Chairman
of Committees, time officers of the House,
and all connected with the services of
1'arlianient as associatedl with this Assem-
bly, for the sympathetic helpfulness they'
harve shown to me, and indeed to all the
services of the House, during the session.
I hope all of yo~t will have a, really Merry
Christmas, and that, so to speak, the
wireless heart-thrills of the world, glancing
in iov at this festive season, may thrill
in .,our own bosoms, and that your homies
and your associations mav be such as to
make youi feel] that the life you live is
sunny, hopeful, and gladsomue. I trust
that the New Year may bring to you all
fresh triumphs for your ideals and ambi-
tious, and that you may join in the gen-
eral prosperity of this great State aid in
tile natuiral development and growth of
that great Empire under whose flag we
lhotr in the Southern Hemisphere. T can
pay- no miore, except to express my heart-.
felt thnks, in more than mere formality,
riming as they do from my bosom, from
roe recollections of your kindness, from
the friendships I have formed, and froin
the good feelings that have been extended
to me dluring my first session in the
neenpancvy of the Chair,

0Puestion put and passed.

flamwr adjourne'd at 7.45 atm. (Wednesday).

Parliament was prorogued to the 26th MaNfrch . 192.5. by proclamation published
in the "Government Gazette'' on 16th January, 192:5.
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