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this is completed a proclamation will be is-
gued proroguing Parliamest. I move—

That the Houge at its rising adjourn
untdl Thursdey, the 28nd January, 1985,

Hon. J. EWING (South-West) {7.32]: I
should like to take this opportunity of ea-
tending my thanks, and those of every mem-
ber of the House, to the Leader of the
House and the Honorary Minister for the
exireme couriesy they have extended to us
during the session. I congratulate the Co-
lonial Secretary on so successfully eonduct-
ing the businesy of this arduouns session. It
is true that a large number of Bills have
not passed, but in their wisdom membars
on this side have thought it better not to
pass them,

Members: Hear, hear!

Hon. J. EWING: Throughout the time
¥ou have occupied the position of Chair
man of Committees you have given extra-
ordinary satiafaction to members. The work
you have done during the last 48 hours or
8o, howevar, must have iried you very muoeh.
I am sare that membera axtend to you their
deepest thanks for the manner in which you
bave condoeted the business and join in
wishing you a happy Christmas and a pros-
perous New Year. I have had considerable
experience of the officers of the House and 1
koow them to be thoronghly afficient, snd
that everything bas been done in apple pie
order. It is perhaps superflugus on my part
te mentiow ths ‘‘Hansard’’ staff. In thas
staff we have one that is equal, if nof su-
perior, to aay other “Hans&rd” staff in
Aunstralin. The Leadsr of that staff has
performed his duties with great efficiency
ard courtesy. The menner in whick the
‘*Haneard’’ work is carried out camnet he
surpgssed iz any of evr Parliamenta, 1
wizh you, Mr. Chairman, the Colonial Secre-
tary, and all a happy Christmas and a pros-
perous New Year,

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT On behalf
of the President and myself, and the clerical
a8 well ag the ‘* Hanagrd’? staf®, I desire to
express our warm appreciation of the very
kind remarks that have been made by the
Leader of the House and by Mr. Ewing re-
garding our work. T reciproeate the kindly
feelings that have been exzpressed towards
us, and hope that members will enjoy to
the full the coming season.

Question put and passed.
House adjourned at 7.25 am.
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The SPEAKER tock the Clmir &t I1
am.,, and read prayers

QUESTION-—WATER SHORTAGE,
NORTH BODDALIN.

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Hon J. Cun-
ningham, Honorary Minister: 1, Is he aware
of the alarming position of the North Bod-
dalin settlers in regard to water supply:
(a) The dams are absviutely empty, not ote
baving a kerosene-tinful of water im it; (b)
the average acreage to be cropped tlus ¢om-
ing autumn will be 250 aeres per settler;
{e) to get this aereage in there are the fol-
lowing :—S8haddon, Marshall, 18 miles from
pipe line; Earle, Baanett 19 miles from pipe
line; Morgau, Kmlock 17 miles from pipe
line; King, Foley, 15 miles from pipe line;
five others, 14 miles from pipe line; two
others, 10 miles from pipe line; five others,
nine miles from pipe lmHntaJlmg for
cartage of water a total journmey of from
38 ter 18 mitlesd 2, Te he aware that unless
water is made available the acreage to be
cropped will' be approximately cut down by
half; namely, 2,000 acres will be cropped
ingtead of 4,000 acres? 3, In view of the
great economic loss and retarding of pro-
gress, will he cause action to be takem to
save the situation?

Hon.. J. CUNNINGHAM replied: 1, A
praposat to emtend the water main to the
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North Boddalin distriet has been fully con-
sidered, but owing to there beirg ne monsy
available for the work the proposition was,
with regret, deferred. 2, No. 3, Water has
been made available by the department at
Boddalin 8iding, from whence it will have to
be earted by the settlera.

QUESTION—POLICE PAY.

Mr. J. H. SMITH asked the Minister for
Justice: 1, What action, if any, has been
taken to consider the request for increase of
pay by the police? 2, Will he recommend
that such inecrements be granted as will
bring the pay up to the Queensland stand-
ardf

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE replied:
1 and 2, A deputation from the Polico As-
gociation met me yesterday, 22nd inst., and
discussed the whole matter of pay and con-
ditions of the Police Force, and the matter
is now under consideration.

QUESTION—RAILWAY SLREPING
* CARS, VERMIN.

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH asked the Minis-
ter for Railways: 1, Have complaints been
made that second class sleeping cars or the
goldfields exprces and on the Great Bouthern
railway are infested with vermint 2, If so,
what steps are being taken to exterminate
the vermint 3, If no steps are being taken,
will investigations be made?

The MINISTER FOR RATLWAYS re-
piied: 1, Occasional complaints have been
received in respeet of certain compartments,
but carriages are not infested with vermin,
2, The whole carriage is apecially treated
immediately any complaint is received. In
addition to this all earriages are fumigated
for the extermination of any vermin twice
annually, and they are thoroughly cleaned
and examined after every trip. 8, Answered
by No 2.

LEAVE QOF ABSEN(CE.

On motion by the Minister for .Justice,
leave of absence for two weeks granted to
Mr. Lambert {Toolgardie) on the ground
of urgent private husiness.

BILL—LAND TAX AND TNCOME TATX.
Council’s Raguest for Conference.
Message from the Couneil requesting a

acnference with managers for the Assem-
bly now considered.

The PREMTER (Hon. P. Collier—Bonul-
der) f11.9]: I move—
That a message bg tranamitied to the
Council agreeing to a conference; that
the Hon. W. C. Angwin, Mr. Rickardson
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and the mover be appointed managers
on behalf of the Assembly, and that ths
conference megt in the Speaker’s room
at 1230 pm.

Mr. TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret) [11.8]: I
oppose the maotion for a conferemnce. At
the close of the last Parliament the posi-
tion was exactly reversed. This House
asked for a conference on the same Bill
then: this year the other place is asking
for a conference. As Speaker I then
pointed out to the Hnuse as elearly as I
could the duty of this Chamber. I pointed
out that we had no right to sacrifice the
privileges of the Assembly by granting a
conference to another place on a flnancial
Bill, or morey Bill as it is commenly
termed. Under the Constitution Aet we
have no right to do that. Certainly there
is provision in our Stunding Orders, and
there is precedent in ‘*May,”” for confer-
ences on Billa when there are disagree.
ments between the two Houses, but only on
Billg which the other House has a right to
amend and in respect of which it has the
right to press its amendments. As re-
gards money Bills another place has mot
those rights, and therefore should mot be
granted a conference in this ingtance, By
granting another place a conference as
requested, we shall be concading to another
place an equal footing with this Chamber
as regards financial matters—a most
dangerons procedure. Our forebears, who
succeeded in gaining the privilege for the
people’s Chamber in respect of money
Bills, would torn in their graves if they
knew we sat bere silent during the
whittling away of a right which has come
to us down the corridors of time. Thig is
a question of vital importanes., I am
gurprised at the attitude of memhers who
claim at every astage that they represent
the people, that they are democrats, that
democracy demzods this and that. Those
great demoerats are yielding up that privi-
lege, and still claiming to be democratal
It is not out of place for me to quote the
Minister for Lands on this important
question, and to quote whatr yom, Mr.
Speaker, said last year with great effect
upen this Chamber. [t is not necessary
for e to quote any of the remarks I my-
self made as Speaker, because T believe I
put the matter clearly. 8till, it unfortu-
nately scems to be the case that I did not
da it clearly enough to convinee the House
of the wvital jmportance of the question.
The Premier of the day was anxious to get
his finarce Bills through, and the Premier
of to-day is gimilarly anxious, if one is to
judge by the motion he has moved. The
only thing the present Premier hae that
lnst session’s Premier did not have is that
the other chap is asking for a conference
this time. The other chap iz now asking
for something he has no right to get. The
Premier of the past was prepared to give
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to the other fellow, without his asking for
it, something that he had oo right to get.
Last session the present Miunister for Lands
spoke ag follows:—

Two-thirde of the troubles of the
Premier are due to members of the
Legislative Council, and he roms away
from them every time they bark at him,
They know the Premier will give in, and
is prepared to sell the rights of the
people every time in the hope that
everything will be all right in the
future. By and by the Council will look
upon this sort of thing as a matter of
right,

The Premier; You ought to be ashamed
of yourself.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Twenty years ago
the Couneil would never have dared to
gend guth a message down here, Did
Sir Newton Moore, as Premier, yield in
a similar instanece? He said, **Throw
oaut the Bill,’? and they threw it out.

There are several columns of what the
present Minister for Lands eaid last year
in defence of the privileges of this Cham-
ber, Every member of the Hounse, and
especially new members, should read that
utteranee, And you, Mr. Speaker, as
member for KEanowna, an the floor of the
House made some observations on the sub-
jeet, I realise that if you were on the
floor of the Chamber to-day, you would be
equally severe and strong in defence of
tbis Chamber’s rights. Addressing the
Speaker of that day, you said—

You, Bir, have clearly set ont the posi-
tion. There can be no eompromise or
give and take over this matter. This
Chamber has supreme authority over all
Bills relating to money or imposing
taxation. There can be no conference,
because if we initiate & conference we
shall presume that this Houvse may yield.
The Council has no right to do other
than suggest or. request smendments.
All we can do is to accede to or reject
their request. Every Legislative Asgem-
bly at times has had a similar fight with
every Legislative Council, but it will
remain for this Chamber to break down
the time-hononred traditions of the his-
tory of British Parliamentary instito-
tions if we yield on this matter.

We yielded, and a coaference was granied.
But the tenacity of the present Minister
for Lands was not abated even at that
stage. After the House had voted against
his opinion, he raised the question whether
the Chamber was in a position to instruet
the managers how they should aet at the
econference; and the hon. member then
moved a motion which tied the hands of
the managers—

That it be an instruetion to the man-
agers appoinied by the House to insist
upon the Bill as transmitfed to the
Legislative Council by this House.
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The Housge carried that motion. Im view
of that resolution, what was the attitude
of this Chamber? It was against grantiong
a conference, and aguainst placing the other
branch of the Legislature of this State on
an eqgual footing with tbhis Chamber in
regpect of Gmancial matters, The Assem-
bly managers went to the conference with
their hands tied. They liad to get the Bill
or nothing,

The Minister for Lands: That is se.

Mr. TAYLOR: T am anxious to protect
the rights and privileges of this Chamber.
I do think we should do that. [ do not
think we ghould allew the Upper House
to coufer with us upon matters respecting
whirl the Constitution says they shall not
confer. We are right in granting them a
conference on disputes between the two
Houers in matters upon which they bave
the right to press their amendments, but
only in respect of such matters,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL (Nor
tham) [11.36]: I hope the House will
gront a conference, for conferemces mean
¢oramon Eenss,

Mr, Marshall: You are not & lover of the
Constitution when it does not suit you.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Not if
you are the congtitution, certainly mot.

Mr. Marshall: TYou are as bad as Tom
Walsh,

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: But still
much better than you. I remember all that
bappened last year., The Bpeaker went well
oui of his way in addressing the House as
he did.

The Minister for Mines: Every Speaker
has to show that he knows something oe-
rasionally,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes, that
applied even to my friend. I remember the
atttitnde of the Speaker last session. He
had it all bis own way, and when I called for
a division he said I was too late.

Mr. Corboy: The question was carried
unanimously!

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: No, it
was not. Membars who vote with the Pre-
mier to-day will be ablc to do so without
a blush of shame on their chesks. Last year
the Speaker, in my opinion, went mueh
farther than he ghould have done in discuss-
ing the matter. He did not eontent himself’
with advising the Homses, but made & very
long speech, and when I ealled for a division
he said I wag not permitted to disagree. 1
do not know how we should get on if we
could not have converaations and conferences
with another place. They have a perfeet
right to ask for & conference, else why
ghould we gend the Bill to them at allY The
alternative to a conference is ta let the Bill
go, hold another session, and bring down
another Bill that will sult the Commeil 1
do not know which is the greater surrender.
T should say that to hold amother eession
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and bring in the Bill that the Counecil de
mands is the greater surrender of the two.

Hon, 8. W. Munsie: Who said we were
going to do that?

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It is the
alternative o granting a conference. It hasy
happened before. The method suggested by
the Premier is much less of a surrender
than is the course advoecated by the member
for Mr. Margaret (Mr. Taylor). [ hope the
motion will be carried. I am only snpport-
ing the Premier becaunse the Minister for
Lands cannot possibly support him in view
of the Minister's attituds last session.

The Premier: I think you and I together
can beat him,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: [t i
not proposed to surrender any rights to an.
other plaee. )

Mr. A. Wansbrough: Therefore, the re-
sult of the conference can only be finalised
in this House, -

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The re-
sult must always be accepted or rejected by
boih Houses. I have no wish to surrender
anything at all to another place, but the
commonsense way of overcoming these diffi.
colties is to appoint managers from both
Houses, and hold a conference. Moreover,
the proposed comferemce will afford the
Treasurer the only oppertunity he can have
for putting his views direct to representa-
tives of another place.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford)
[11.257: X cannot see why we should re-
fuse the request of another place. If an-
other place ean submit to us suggested
amendments for our consideration, and if
we eonsider those amendments—as we have
done-—surely we are not reducing either our
power or our dignity in acceding to the re-
qnest of another place for a conference on
those amendments, Tf the Council were in-
gisting upon their amendments——

Mr. Taylor: They are.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: No, they are
not. The amendments have been returned to
vs, and the Counecil have asked for a com-
forence. They do not ask for a conference
in order to insist upon the amendments. It
is not suggested that the conference shall
disenss those amendments we have already
rejected. We do not even know what is the
objeet of the conference, 8ince we have
considered the Council’s amendments, surely
we ean now meet the representatives of the
Couneil in conference! Possibly at that con-
ference we could do those representatives s
power of good; we might even convinee them
that they are going a step too far in sog-
gesting that conferences should he held he-
tween the two Houwses. It is no use our eon-
demning conférences, when it is quite easy
for us to send three of our representatives
to meet the Council’s managers. The mem-
ber for Mt. Marparet (Mr, Taylor) might
be quite a good representative of this House
to meet the represefitatives of another House.
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The Premier: And we could then lock the
door on the outside.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Yes, and I would
keep the key until the member for Mt. Mar-
garet had exhausted himself upon them. We
should be reasonable. I bave mo brief for
another place, but I have always adopted
the attitude that we should exhaust all re-
esonable means of arriving at settlements,
This is not in any way sacrificing our rights;
it is merely taking up a reasonable attitude
on s reasonable request,

Mr, Taylor: It is giving away our rights,

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: It is doing noth-
ing of the sort.

Mr. Taylor: The rights of another place
ceage with the passing or rejecting of the
Bill. They are not cntitled to amend it.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: It is possible
that at this conference the representatives
of another place will show the Treasurer
where he conld reduce the income tax and
inerease the land tax. Even that might be
the better way. We are not justified in
arriving at conclusions as to what the Coun-
cil propose to diseuss at the conference. No
harm can result from such a meecting.

Mr. SLEEMAN (Fremantle) [11.30]: I
shouid Tike to know from yom, Mr. Speaker,
whether the managers appointed by this
House have the power to bind this House,
or shall we have a further opportunity tfo
diseuss the matter?

Mr. BPEAKER [11.31]: As regards the
privileges of the House, it may be well for
me to state the cxact position so far as I
see it. The question is not one of Standing
Orders or of ordinary procedure. If it were
so, all that has been uttered with reference
to exhauwsting all possible means would have
been perfectly cogent and wonld bave had
striet relation to the subject. Bot unfor-
tunately for that view, the procedure in thia
matter is governed by an Act of Parliament,
the most saered Act—if T may say so—the
Constitntion Aet. I desire that every mem-
ber should understand the position as set out
in that Aet. The Constitution Act Amend-
ment Aet of 1921, Section 2, reads—

46, (1) Bills appropriating revenue or
moneys or imposing taxation ghall not
originate in the Legistative Council.

That is the first restriction placed by the
Conatitotion Act upon the Lesislative Coun-
cil in dealing with a money Bill.

(2) The TLecislative Council may not
amend Loan Bills, or Bills imposing taxa-
tion or Bills appropriating revenue or
moneys for the ordinary annusi services
of the Government.

Mz. Tayler: That ia perfectly clear,

Mr. SPEAKER: Subsection 4 defines the
power, by courtesy if T may so express it,
eranted to the Legislative Council, and no
further power can he taken by the Conueil,
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because the suksection expressly defines its
power. Beyond that, the Council cannot go.

(4} The Legislative Council may at
any stage return to the Assembly any Bill
which the Legislutive Conneil may not
amend, requesting by message the omis-
sion or amendment of any item or provi-
gion therein: Provided that any such re-
quest does not increase any proposed
eharge or burden on the people.

I ask members to pav special attention to
the eoncluding paragraph of that subsee-
tion—

The Legisiative Assembly may, if it
thinks fit, make such omissions or amend-
ments with or without modifications.

Mr. Corboy: They have no right to ask
for a corference.

Mr. SPEAEER: The right of decision
rests with the Legislative Assembly. ‘The
Legislative Couneil has no power to go one
inch further than is stipulated by the Con-
stitution Act Amendment Act. T agree it is
well to exhaust every avenue for the pur-
pose of obtaining agreement, but if by so
doing we confuse the character of Bills, we
mav be working immeasurahle mirchicf, All
other Bills permit of every means heing em-
ploved to secure agreement, but the whole
responsibility resnecting finance 33 placed
upon the Lecislative Assembly.

Mr. Taylor: That is right.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Assembly eontains
amongst its memberg all the ereentive Min-
isterial officers, who earry ont the affairs
and have charge of the ledzer of the conn-
try. Tf that power by any means be less-
ened or shared with anv other body, the
whole spirit of British povernment is nunder-
mined, and responsibility in its true scnse
is removed from this Chamber.

Mr. Tavlor: Hear. hear!

Mr. SPEAKER: Tt is therrfora with wis-
dom that provision was made that there
ghonld he no amendment to a monev Bill
dietated by any aceney or thronch any
channel to this Chamber. The whole re-
sponsibility of government in that resmect
eentrea and foenses in this Chamher. and in
this Chamher alone.

My, Tavler: That is richt.

Mr. SPEAKER: Hence to permit of stens
being taken by another nlace bevond those
prescribed by the Aet itself is a vielation
of the Congtitntion Act which may lead to
dancer we cannot foretell. PFrom the lewal
asneet T feel so stronely nnon the anhiect
that for a moment T heeitated abont puttine
the motion from the Chair, breanse of its
being an infringement of ths law. hut T
trust the Honge will well consider the mat-
ter. Tt is mv dutv on all oeceasions to enh-
mit to the will of the Hovse, and T shkall
leave with the Chamher the responsibility
of giving a decision.

The MTXTSTER FOR LANDS (Fon. W.
C. Anewin—North-East Premantle) [11277:
You have explained the position regardirig

[99]

2663
the Constitution, Sir, but you have not
touched upon the finnl position.

Hon, Sir James Mitehell: You had better
[eok out,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Teader of the Opposition has so often
pointed out where I wag wrong that in all
probability I have taken some lessoms, That
occurrcdt 12 months age when I was trying
to assist him. There are several pew mem-
bers in the House, and it is well that the
josition should be explained. In the first
place, you say the financial powers rest en-
tirely with the As cmbly, and that equal
powets are not given to the Couneil. I
agree with yon there. But is there not equal
power with the Assembly in the final de-
cision?

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon. member will
pardon me for pointing out that tlie Fnal
and responsible decigion rests with the lower
House, The Act says that the Legi.lative
Assembly ‘‘may if it thinks fit'' make such
omisgions or nmendments with or withouat
modifications.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: You did
not give me an opportunity to finish what
I was about to say. I was goimg to point
ont that when a DBill is introduced, this
House hws the power of rejection, Has not
the Leusislative Council eqnal powers with
the Assembly in financial as well as all other
Bills in the matter of rejectiont

Mr. Taylor: The Council can reject or
accopt, but cannot amend,

Mr. SPEAKER: The Council can request,
but power to amend i3 vested only in the
Asscmbly.

The Premier: The time set out in the
motion was 11.30. It will now be necessary
to nmend that time. I suggest that it be
made 12 o’clnek.

Mr. SPEAKER: That amendment can be
made.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: They may be
waiting for you.

Mr. Taylor: Let them wait.

Mer, Thomsen: That is a wonderful exhibi-
tion of conciliation,

Question put and passed.

BILL—INSPECTTON OF SCAFFOLD-
ING.

Council’s Message.

Message from the Couneil notifying that
it ingisted on its amendments Nos. 1, 2, 3,
and 5, to which the Agsembly had disagreed,
now cansidered. ‘

As 1o Couneil’s Powers.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Before
proeceding with the details of the message,
I ask your mling, Mr, Spea¥er, on a point
beating on the Standing Orders of the two
Touses as repards conferences. The Assem-
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bly Standing Orders Nos. 251 and 252
read—

At all conferences the managers for
the Legislative Assembiy shall be at
liberty to conier freely by word of mouth
with the managers for the Legislative
Council.

In all cases of conferences the mana.
gers for the Legislative Assembly shall,
when the conference has terminated, re-
port their proeeedings to the Legislative
Assembly forthwith.

During the present session an alteration has
been made to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Council, Its Standing Order No.
329 reads—

At all conferences the managers for the
Couneil shall be at liberty to confer frecly
by word of mouth with the managers of
the Assembly. If no agreement be
reached, the Bill or other matter referred
to the confercnce shall be deemed to have
been determined.

Then follows No. 330 directing that the
Council managers, when the conference is
terminated, shall report their proceedings to
the Council forthwith, The sentence in
Standing Order No. 329, ‘‘If no agreement
be reached, the Bill or other matter referred
to the conference shall be deemed to have
been determined’’ is new, it having been in-
troduced only this session, but it deals with
work affecting both Chambers.

Mr. Taylor: They ean only control their
own House by their Standing Orders.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I have
locked up the diseussions which took place
when this new Standing Order was consid-
ered in the Legislative Council, and I find
it was held that the conference must be
unanimons. Thus the Standing Order gives
into the hands of one member of the Legis-
lative Couneil the right to reject a Bill on
which a conference has been held. One Log-
islative Councillor objeeting to any agrce-
ment being arrived at would mean that the
Bill would be lost. Do you consider, Sir,
that that is the interpretation of the Stand-
ing Order, and has the Council the right to
frame Standing Orders that will govern a
conferenee of managers between the two
Housest Is not that really the function of
the Joint Standing Orders Committeet
Under the Council’s Standing Order Wo.
329, we shall be throwing the control of the
legislature over to one man,

Mr. SPEAKER: As to the original pro-
cedure, the Minister for Works has correctly
atated the position. According to our
Standing Orders the managers appointed by
this House shall be at liberty to confer
freely by word of mouth with the managers
for the Legislative Couneil, When the con-
ference terminates, the managers report
upon the progeedings forthwith to the Leg-
isiative Assembly. That has always heen
understood, and T think rightly so, to mean
that they place the matter contained in their
report in the hands of the Assembly to deal
with as the Assembly may think fit. Not-
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withstanding the alteration in the Standing
Orders of anotler Chamber, the same matter
is dealt with there to this effeet, namely,
that the managers fur the Council, when the
couference has terminated, report their pro-
ceedings forthwith to the Counecil. If these
worda imply or signify anything, they more
than suggest, they actually assert, that the
Conncil can finally deal with the matter,
I do not know that there has been much
alteration, because if there be a disagree.
ment, nndoubtedly that disagreement puts
an end to communications between the two
Houses or 1o the further dealing with the

measure, That has always been so.
Mr. Taylor: Tt makes the conference
ahortive.

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, So long as the re-
port from hoth Houses indicates that there
has been a disagreement, communication be-
tween the two Chaxibers on the measure sub-
mitted is at an end. T cannot read that the
mere disagreement of one of the managers
prevents an agreement being arrived at. The
nsual laws of Parliamentary procedure
wounld be applied in the case of a conference
that are applied in all other eircumstances,
namely, that on the majority coming to
terms this would be considered and consirued
fnto an agreement, notwithstanding that
one member of the conference might be in-
clined to take another view. That repeatedly
happens, but it is recognised that the one
who disagrees subjects his disay eement to
the will of the majority of the conference.
My interpretation, therefore, iz that ne
grave drastic change has been effected by
the amended Standing Order. If the inter-
pretation placed upon it by another place
constitutes a menace to the success and the
wisdem of a conference, and relegates to
one manager between the two Houses the
sole right of determining the will of the
two bodies——

Mr. E. B, Johnston: Which it does.

Mr. SPEAKER: I can see from the sur-
faee view of things that the Standing Or-
der i ultra vires, that it attempts to bind
the two Houges and to control the foree of
legislature by the opinion, it may be the
stubbornness, of any one manager upon that
conference. I think that would make the
Standing Order ultra vires. In a matter
affecting communieation between the two
Houtes, the two Houses should have been
consitlted before the matter passed into the
position assnmed by the publieation of the
S8tanding Orders of another place.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: There
is snother phase upon which you have not
torched. The Standing Order savs, ‘“In the
event of a disagreement the matter referred
to the conference shall be deemed to have
been determined.’”’ The practice in the past
has been that the resmlt of a conference
has been referred to the House, When there
has heen a digroreement at a econference, it
has happened that the other branch of the
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legislature has carried a motion that it no
longer iusisted upon its amendments. This
appears fo set out that onee we get into
conference with the managers of another
place and there is a disagreement, this de-
termines the issue, and that all their man-
agers can report is that there has been a
disagreement and that the Bill is lost. They
have taken away from this Chamber the
right to come to any other decision once the
conterence las disagreed.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have endeavoured to
make myself clear. The faet that the man-
agers make a report means that the House
to which the report is made can take that
into consideration, adopt it or refuse to
adopt it, or take such other steps as the
report may suggest. My view is that in
the event of an absolute disagreement,
where neitber body can come to a com-
promise, the Bill will not be gone on with.
That is vsually the case. When it is elear
that the managers by a majority decide to
disagree, according to our customs this has
always meant that the Bill is lost.

Mr. Taylor: No.

\Ir. SPEAKER: That has been the usual
eorrse when there has baen an absolute dis-
agreement. Wihen the conference is over and
the manngers’ report has been presented,
the House may then take steps such as may
he thought fit, to bring about an agreement
hetween the two Houges if it is thought
necessary to do so.

Mr. TAYLOR: Are you of opinion that
the Corneil has the authority or nower to
make Standing Orders governing the pro.
cednre of this Chamber?

Mr. SPEARER: They have power to gov-
ern the procedure of their own Chamber
provided that their Standing Orders do not
overlan the riehts and the procedure of an-
other Chamber,

Mr, TAYLOR: The Minister’s view is
that if the managers can disagree, and that
the Qdisacreement can resnlt throngh one
rember of the Council objecting, the Min-
ister carnot see his wav clear to go to a
eonference of that kind. The Council may
have nower to pasa Standing Orders affect.
jne their own manarers. but not to affeet
ours, I pather the Minister does not want
tha Rill to fall throngh., but Aesires that
whichprer Chamber is responsible for its
refestion shamd take the responsibility.

My, RPEAKFR: Qnite so0.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The new Stand-
ine Orders nf the Lepislative Couneil pro-
vide that if there be a disagreement amonest
the managers. the matter is at once deter-
mined.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: If only one stands
ont.

FHon. W, D. JOHNRON: Tn that case an-
other place may decide to abide bv the re-
centlv amended Standing Orders. They may
anpoint two or three managera to meet our
meanagera on the understanding that such

2665

wenibers may finally determive the matter,
and not report bLack at all.

Mr. Tayler: They must report to the
House.

Hon. W. D. JOHNBON: If the new
Standing Order means anything, it means that
if they do report it will be ta the effect
that the managers have disagreed and that
the Bill is lnst.

Mr, Panton: That is so.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: It says that the
muanagers can determine the matter, It that
is g0, it is final. Our managers will come
haek here and give us an opportenity to
reconsider the position, hut aecording to the
new Standing Orders the managers of an-
ather place do not give that House the same
opportunity. They simply report that the
Bill has been defeated, I want to be sure
that the managerz of another place cannot
determine the Bill. If they ean do a0, I
woul@ hesitate to agree to the appnintment
of managers from this House,

Mr. Taylor: I rise to a yoint of erder.
What is befure the Chair?

Mr, BPEAKER: There is nothing before
it.

Mr. Taylor: I moerely asked a question,
but the member for Guildford is making a
speech.

Mr, SPEAKER: He, too, is asking a
question.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The determina-
tion arrived at by the manzgers nf another
place may not be jn aceord with the wishes
of members of that House.

Hon. 8ir James Mitchell:
their Standing Orders.

Hon, W. D. JOENSON: If the managers
have the right to determine the question in
conference, will that be the final decision,
or will this Chamber have an opportunity
of compelling ‘the Council to consider the
complete report of the managers when they
return, or must we accept the gimple notifiea-
tion that they have determined the matter
and that the Bill has been defeated?

Mr. SPEAKER: I admit that Standing
Order 328 is open to two interpretations. 1
interpret it according to the wsnal custom of
Parliamentary procedure, and upom the
assumption that one legislative body has no
power by its Standinp Orders te alter the
usual courgse of legislation as prescribed by
our Constitution Acts and by the custom of
Parliament. I interpret the Standing Order
to mean that when the manngers for the
Council have reported their +roceedings to
that House, that Cbamber has rower to take
such steps as mav be thought fit. When
the report is made to this House we can
always by message again open the question.
Our procedure iz not altered; therefore, we
car approach another plaee by message.

Mr. TAYLOR: We have the right on the
report of our managers to accept their re-
rort and then request that our original
amendments be made. Tf the Couneil do
not accept them, the Bill drops in that
House.

Let us alter
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Mr. SPEAKER: Our powers are in no
way altered.
Mr. E. B. Johnston: Buat they are limited.

Mr. SPEAKER: I hold that the Standing
Order is ultra vires, and that the respon-
sibility rests with the Counneil,

Request for Conference.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1 move—

Thet a conference with the Council De
requested and that the managers to re-
present the Aszembly be the Minister for
Aines, My, Taylor, and the mover.

Question put and passed.

Sitting suspended from 12.2 to 4.50 p.m.

BILL—LAND TAX AND INCOME TAX,

Conference Managers’ Report—
Recommittal. |

The PREMIER (Hon. P. Collier—
Boulder) [4.50]: X desire to report that
the managers appointed by the House met
the managers of the Council to deal with
the Land Tax and Income Tax Bill, The
managers agreed to recommend as followa:
The Bill to be amended to cover two years;
the firat year’s super tax to be 7% per cent.,
and the second year’s super tax to be Tk
per cent.; the land tax to remain as
printed; Clause 8 to be delefed.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: What does
Clause 8 refer to?

The PREMIER: That refers to the de-
duetions provided for in the assessment
Bill. I move—

That the Bill be recommitied for the
purpose of considering the suygesied
amendments.

Hon. W, D. JOHNSOX (Guildford)
[4.52]: I regret exccedingly that so much
time has been taken up over this matter.
It appears that after all, we were misled
with reference to the intentions of the
Council. It was indicated to us that we
would have a discussion with their managers.
For my part, T did not consider that the
conference would take up so much time, nor
yet that at the conference an attempt would
be made to amend the legislation. T did not
anticipate that anything of the sort would
be done when I agreed to the conference.
T agreed to the eonference taking place on
the understanding that it was simvnly out of
courtesy to the Counril, to give _their. man-
agers an opportunity to voice their opinions.
We find now that what has actually taken
place iz that the managera funectioned as
they would in connection with an ordinary
Bill. As onc who supported the granting
of the conference, T did so under the im.
pression that it would not have funetioned
in such an impertant way. Had I kmown
that this resnlt would have followed, my

[ASSEMBLY.]

vote would have gome in a different direc-
tion.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL (Northam)
[¢+.54]: I do net know what the member
for Guildford (Hon. W. D. Johnson) ex-.
pected. What was the good of meeting
managers frem the Council if it was not to
congider apd discuss these matters!

The Premier: Why should we have met
otherwise?

Mr. Thomson: The member for Guild-
ford cxpects the impossible.

Hon, 8ir JAMES MITCHELL : The
House can determine whether the recom-
mendations shall be accepted.

Mr. Panton: Give old ‘‘Lovie’’ all his
own way!

Hon, W. D, Johnson: Put Lovekin in
charge.

Mr. Panton: Make him the dietator!

Hon, W. D, Johnson: Do everything for
Lovekin.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELI: I hope
we will consider the suggestions of the
managers.

Mr. Teesdale: It ia not a question of
suggestions but of dictation by one indi-
vidual who wants to bludgeon everyone!

Mr. Corboy: That is so, absolutely.

Mr. Teesdale: One individual hag us
ahrolutely nobbled and ehloroformed.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We can
consider the amendments and deal with them
as we please, T am willing to listen to rea-
son and to consider the arguments in favour
of the forther amendments.

Hon, W. D. Johnson: We all ngree to
that, but I am not prepared to listen to a
dietator.

The MINTSTER FPOR LANDS (Hon, W.
C. Angwin—North-East Fremantle) [4.66]:
I would not have spoken had it not been for
an interjection by the member for Roe-
bourne (Mr. Teesdale). T want to assure
him that Mr. Lovekin has not got us by the
nose. He may have members on the
other side hy the noese, but not those
who sit on the Government side of the
House. If the member for Roebourne is
afraid of Mr. Lovekin, I can assure him we
are not. The arrangement made at the con-
ference is one that, in my opinion, no re-
asonable man in this Chamber can disagree
with,

Hon, W. D. Johnson:
that.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I was
gurprised to hear the member for Guildford
(Hon. W. D. Johnson) say that he was not
aware what the position really was. A man
of his experience who has been for years in
this Chamber should know that managers are
appointed and conferences held to deal with
these matters in the way indicated.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: You should have
explained that at the time,

‘We shall see ahont
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Mr. Taylor:
quite elear.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I did not
think it necessary, more especially for the
information of the member for Guildford.
After members heard the report read just
now, they must have realised that our taxa-
tion measure wag also mized up consider-
ably with the Land and Income Tax Assess-
ment Amendment Bill.

Hon, Sir James Mitehell:
confer about that)

It was explained and made

You did not

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It was
necessary to eongider that as well.
Hon. 8ir James Mitchell: You had no

authority to do so.

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: We had
to discusa both Bills,

Hen, Sir James Mitehell :
to this House if you did so.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It was
necessary in order to protect our position.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You should not
have done it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Although
we were not called upon te report to the
Hovse regarding the Asses:wont THIL hat
merely with reference to the Land Tax and
Income Tax Bill, it must be realised that
both measures were coneerned in the results
of the conference.

Mr. Taylor: You overstepped your gu-
thority.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
authority to do that at all.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It was
pecessary before arriving at a final conclu-
sion for ns to go into the matter carefully
to see bhow it would affect the taxation Bill
if we agreed to these proposals.

Hon. W. D. Jobuson: That is the function
of thie Chamber,

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: I admit
that. But where the oue bears on the other,
both must be taken into consideration. At
8 conference every phase of the question has
to be considered for the purpose of coming
to an enderstanding which the managers ean
honestly submit to their Houses for endorge.
ment. The Premier has put the matter very
clearly. The land tax shall remain as it is
jn the Bill. It is generally recogniged that
the supertax must eventually die out. Inm-
stead of striking ont the whole of it this
vear, we thought we would spread its abe-
lition over a period of two years, half the
tax being deleted this year, and half next
year. The Bill is to have a currency of two
years. Neither Mr, Lovekin nor any other
member of the Legislative Couneil can lead
our Premier by the nose,

Mr. Teesdala: I did not say that; I said,
the House.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Even
though I say it, the Assembly’s managera
bave done splendidly.

It was not fair

You had no

Mr. TAYLOR {Mt, Margaret) [5.3]: On
the grounds that I set forth this morning,
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I wish to enter my protest against the re-
committal of the Bill. The member for
(Gruildferd (Hon. W. D, Johason), notwith-
standing his statements of this affernoun,
pronounced judgment this morping to the
vffect that it was quite a proper thing to
have a conference. His Parliamentary ex-
perience told him that one could not have
a conference unless one appointed man-
agers. If there is o conference upon any
subject, the managers, when they mect,
must confer., What wera these managers
to confer about ? There were two out-
standing points. Oue was the super tax
nf 15 per cent,, the other the land tax of
2d. in the pound. The result of the report
of the conference managers is an gver-
whelming testimomy to the correctness of
the statement which you, Mr. Speaker,
made regarding the duty of this House,
and to the soundness of the argument 1
put up, that the conferenee wonld admit
the equality of ancotber Chamber with this
Chamber on finuncial matters. That is
proved beyond doubt, becavse the confer-
enve induced our managers to recomnend
to this Chamber the recommittal of the
Bill for the purpose of remitting one-half
nf the super tax this year and the otuer
balf next year; and another binding eon-
dition is that we shall not alter the lnnd
tax of 2d. in the pound for two years.

The Prewier: No; that is as regar.s the
supertax.

Mr. TAYLOR: We are uot to alter the
Bill next year.

The Premier It will nut be necessary to
have any Bill next year

Mr. TAYLOR: Then the 2d: lard 1ax
will remain next year. Otherwise members
must put up the theory that we caa alier
the Bill if wa like. This Assembly aa now
constituted will be here next session, but
wa ate pledged not to alter the Bill rext
sesglon. If this were the last session of
the present Parlisinsat apd a new Govern.
ment came in next vear, that Governmens
could introduce a measare to alter this
Bill. But we, having hound ourse.ves for
next year, shall uesd no Bill next ssssion.
Beyond doubt we nare allowing anotrer
Ckamber to mould the financial propceals
of the Government, another Chamber
which has no responsibility whatever to
the people. We are whittlizg away the
anthority of this Chammher. T Luve been
fighting only to maintain the privileges of
the Assembly. It is idle for an hon. mem-
ber to say, ‘‘I never dreamt thiat the con-
ference was going to confe: ahout the
gupertax.’’ What on earth was the ¢on-
ference fnr¥

The Premier: To talk about the weathar!

Mr, TAYLOR: What the Premter stated
was tantamount to telling this House that
he was about to comfer with a view to
arriving at » compromise satis{nctorv to
his party and to the House. There is no
necessity to confer if one says, ‘I eam
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adamant, and will not yield."” A com-
promise has been arrived at, and undoubt-
edly that conference bas placed another
Chamber on a level footing witn fhis
House in the control of the purse-striags
of this country. That i appalling; 1t will
have a dizastrous effect. We snall have to
put up a battle against another Jlacs, or
else break down and put another juace on
an equal footing with us o far a¢ the
finances are concerned. It im idle tn rave
a Constitution Act if we shut our eyes lo
its provisions and allow anotber place to
whittle away our privileges. On those
grounds I am absolutely against tha re-
committal of the Bill. Ancther piace has
no right to take part in shaping the fian-
cial proposals of the Government of this
country.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Homn.
M. F. Troy—Mt. Maguet) [5.10}: Hearing
the last speaker, it occura to me to ask
what is all the noise about and what is all
the fury for? The hon. member's cr.iticism
iz purely destructive. What is it the
Premier and the Minister for Lands have
agreed vpon? They have gecured at the
conference the land tax and tho income
tax entire. Was not that a remurkuble
. achievement? Has the Premi-r backed
down in that regardf Those members who
object to what he has secured, what have
they to offer? There has been only a lot
of sound and fury and bombast, in which
I foar there is very little sincerity. As
regards the super tax, wbat has been
achieved?. Instead of gaining the super
tax of 15 per cent. for one year, the
Premicr has got 714 per cent. for this year
aod 714 per cent, for mnext year—which
equals 15 per cent. for one year. I doubt
whether we would have got this super tax
at all next year. There is a strong opinion
in this House that the super tax should he
abolished. Let me ask members who talk
about putting up a battle or breeking
down, what they have done in all the 20
years they have spent in this House? The
chief objeet of the member for Mt.
Margaret is to make a lot of noigy pro-
tests. Put if this compromice is rejected,
what hag the hon. member to offer in its
placed How is the country going to be
financed? The kon, member has a purpose
which i3 not so mueh helpful as destructive
fo the Government. Ho pretends to be
very upset regarding the decision arrived
at.  Tf the hon. memher objects to this
compromise, has he any better golution to
offer? Tf g0, this is the time to offer it
and thia is the place. The Government
have to Garry on the country while they
git on this side of the House. The hon.
member's noise and fury do not influence
me a snap of the fingers, I have known
them for years, They are his chief stoeck-
in-trade, and nothing else is. There never
has heen a session without an oecurrence
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of this kind; but on the present accasion
there is this distinction, that the request
for a conference came from another place.
Hitherto this has been the Chamber that
has asked for conferences. Within my
recollection there never bas becen an ocea-
pion when the Assembly managers have
secuted a full expression of the terms in
a measure like this tax Bill. Hitherto th~
managers have always backed down.

Mr. Taylor: They have never backel
down before,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Fhe hon,
member is not concerned about carrying
on the Governmeat of this country. He is
not at all coneerned about the welfare ot
the people represented by this side of the
House. He is merely concerned about
something destruetive, something that will
get the Government into difficulties. How-
ever, that is not going to oceur so far as
I am concerned.

Mr. RICHARDSON (Subiace) [5.14]:
The conlerence managers may feel rather
pleased at the attitude of members gener-
ally towards the report. The managers were
appointed by this Chamber, For my part I
entered into the conference with the object
of arriving at some definite coneclusion
whereby the administration of the country
might be carried on satisfactorily, In my
mind there wae no idea whatever of trying
to embarrass the Government in any way.
My sole idea was to go there and try to
arrive at a satisfactory compromise. We
were appointed to confer on certain sub-
jeets. I am surprised that an old member
like the member for Guildford (Honr. W, D,
Johnson) should say we had no right to
confer on these matiers.

Hon, W. D. Johngon: You had the right
to confer, but no right to amend.

Mr. RICHARDSON: That, the Premier
will probably reply to. I went there with
one objeet. That object, to a certain ex-
tent, has been achieved. We have brought
in our report, and it is now for members
to allow the Bill to be recommitted. [n
reply to an interjection by the member for
Roebourne (Mr, Teesdale) a little while ago,
I may say there was no sign of any attempt
at dictatorship at that conference. Sweet
reasonableness prevailed, and so we were
able to come to a definite eonclusion. The
member for Mi. Margaret {(Mr. Taylor) has
dealt with the matter from a eonstitutional
viewpoint, purely and simply. Probably he
ia right in what he says. but T do hope
members will allaw the Bill to be recom-
mitted, when we can all express our views
on the amendments.

Mr. THOMSON (Katannine) [5.161: I
will vote against the recommittal of the Bill
beeanse it will now mean very much in-
creased land taxation. It is amusing to
bear some of the high-florn language used
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here about another place. The Council has
its privileges, and [ confess I am amazed
at the Premier’s having been able to succead
with the Council’s managers and induce
them to agree to increased land taxation of
100 per cent. As for the contention that our
managers bad no right to do more than
confer, I was always under the impression
that managers from either Honge were sent
to conference, not merely for an exchange
of courtesies, but also to treat.

Mr. E, B. Jobnston: The Government
have given way on this.

Mr. THOMSON: I cannot see that the
Government have given away anything. A
section of this House has strongly and
rightly opposed the increase in land tasa-
tion. I regret that our managers did not
stand fast on that. It waa never supggested
here that another place wonld endeavour to
amend our taxation measuvre, because for
them it is merely to suggest. But what will
be the position if we eannmot now agreet
The Treasurer will not be able to impose
any taxation at all. I do not admit that
we have been whittling awav the privileges
of this House. If the views expressed by
certain members here to-day are correct,
what in the name of Heaven have we the
Council fort Burely the Couneil is there to
safeguard the interests of the community!

Mr. Sleeman: But you reckoned they bhad
fallen down on their jobh.

Mr. THOMBON: Yes, I do. I am disap-
pointed at the result of the conference, for,
judging by recent debates in another placs,
T thought they were not likely to agree to
increased land taxation. I oppose the re-
committal of the Bill because I strongly
objeet to this imereased land taxation.

Mr. E, B. JOHNSTON (Williamg-Nar-
rogin) [5.20]: I also oppose the recom-
mittal for the reasons given by the Leader
of the Couniry Party. The Premier can
congratulate himgelf on having got his way
respecting the increased land taxation, mnot
for one year, but for two years. He 1is
hetter off in that respect than he expected
to be when he went away to meet the man-
agers of another place. Then the Premier
had already told ua that he boped to repeal
the super tax mext year, instead of which
we are to have a 714 per cent. super tax
this vear and next year as well.

The Premier: So I get my 15 per tent.
just ihe same.

Mr, E. B. JOANSTON: As tax gatherer
vou are in this improved position, that in
the second year youn will still be drawing
71 per cent. super tax, whereas you were
willing to relinquish it altogether next year.
The Premier has scored a signal vietory
over the members of another place. T agree
with the Leader of the Conntry Party that
those members have fallen down on their
iob, which is te protect people in country
digtriets and land owmers generally, from
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this instalment of the solid land tax, which
it is the policy of the party opposite to
impose. I agree that the Vpper House has
entirely failed to protect the people they
repregsent from this obnoxious inecreased
lund tazation.

Mr. HUGHES (East Perth) [5.23]: I
do not think we should agree to the recom-
mittal. The first plank in this party’s
fighting platform is ihe abolition nf the
Council, Instead of abolishing that House
we are investing them with increased power,
If they have their own way on this acea-
sion and get a two years’ agreement which
will prevent our increasing the land tax
from 2d. to 6d., there is no saying what
they will want next. Probably next year,
when they get the asseasment Bill they will
want to cut out some of the exemptions,

The Premier: They will not get it. Tt
will not he up here next year,

Mr. HUGHES: The Council arc being
placed on an equality with this Honse,
which has always controlled the 6nances.
Still, T do not believe that if their hlnff
were called, members of another place
would stand to their puns. T was in the
gallery of the Council last vear and saw a
member wringing his hands and wailing,
‘‘They have ratted, thev have ratted,’’
when the House refused to throw out the
assessment Bill.

Mz, Thomson: We seem to be more wor-
ried about the rights of the Couneil than
we are abont the taxation proposals,

Mr. HUGHES: The question is whether
this Chamber should give away any of its
prerogatives to the Couneil,

Mr. Thomson: The Council gave away
theira.

Mr. HUGHES: If we on this side had
our way we would aboliesh the Council alte-
gether, We cannot govern the country un-
til we do.

Mr, Thomson: A jolly goed jobh.

Mr. HUGHES: If we give away in this
woe shall be giving away the prerogatives of
the people. I could not square my election
pledges if I agreed to that, If the Counecil
are not prepared to pass the Bill as sent
to them and so provide the Government with
nioney, the Government cannot give the pub-
lie services that are required, and the re-
gponejbility will be on the Couneil. We
should compel them to take that responsi-
bility. I know that if this House were dis-
solved and we went to the country, that
would not dissolve the Council. Still we
could do that and fight them on the issue
of whether we should give away our preroga-
tives. If we went to the coentry and the
conntry =aid, ‘*You must concede what the
Conneil demand,?? well, it would then be the
definite wish of the people, and we would
neeept it; but we should be failing in our
dnty if, without 2 mandate from the people,
we allowed the Counecil to take any of the
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prergratives that should remain with this
Chamber.

Mr. MARSHALL (Murchison) [5.30]:
I oppose the motion to recommit the
Bill. I was under no misapprehension as to
what took place in this Chamber earlicr in
the sitting. I am not particularly concerned
whether the Premier has accomplished what
he desires or not. I am opposed to the prin-
eijle of another place having equal rights
with this House in matters of finance, The
Premier, an cvening or two ago, insisted
that the super tax was essential. He pointed
out that his defieit already exceeded the
estimate, and that the snper tax of 15 per
cent. was required if his deficit was not
to be greater than the amount budgeted 1ar.
New he bas agreed to reduce the super tax
to 7% per cent.

The Premicr: T shall get a good deal more
in land tax, for which I did not budget.

Mr. Thomson: And which you did not
expect to pet.

Mr. MARSHALL: The Premier cannol
arsue that the land tax has anything to de
with the super tax, When he was speaking
on the land tax, he said specifically that the
inecrease was to be applied te main roads
and to the reduction of railway freights,
and that not one penny of it would go into
revenve. Consequently he relied upon the
super tax and other taxation to provide bim
with the neccssary funds for general ad-
ministration. I would not mind if the
Premier pave away the whole 15 per cent,
of super tax, but I objeet to our privileges
being whittled away by the demands of an-
other rlace. Every session sinee I eame inlo
this House the same point hag been raised,
and a vigorous protest has been made by
this House against the Council interfering
with the finoneial proposals of the Govern-
ment, So ncute did the discussions beeome
that the Constitution Ae¢t was amended in
1921 to overcome the diffieulty. The Act
distinetly states that the Legislative Council
may not interfere; yet by permitting a con-
fercnee to be held, we have yielded to the
desires of another place to encroach upon
our privileges.

My, Thomsen: You had to have a confer-
ence or the Premier wonld have had no
money.

Mr, MARSHALL: This is not the only
State that has been confronted with this
problem., When a similar attitede was
adonted by the Legislative Couneil in an-
other State, the members of the TUpper
Houge there very soon got down on their
knees and yielded. Tt is interesting to find
advocates of constitutional action saying,
when it suits them, ‘‘To Halifax with con-
stitutional rights.”” T connot admire an
individual who adopts a doetrire to-day
when it snits his ecase, and a totally differ-
ent doctrine to-morrow. We have had
numerons instances latelv of memhers in an-
ather place shufling and shifting in order
to evade their responsibilities to the com-
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munity. I object to any yielding whatever
of privileges that are the sole right of this
Chaml.er.

Question put, and a division taken with
the iollowing result:—

Ayes .. .. .. 26
Noes . .. .. 13
Majority for .. 18
AVYES.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Mann
Mr. Barnard Mr. McCatlum
Mr. Chesson Mr, Milllngton
Mr. Calller Sir Jawes Mltehell
Mr, Coverley Mr. Munsie
Mr. Cunningham Mr, Ricbardson
Mr. Davy Mr, Sampsen
Alr. George Mr. Troy
Mr. Heron Mr. A, Wen- -brough
Mr. W. D. Jehnson Mr, Willcock
Mr. Kennedy Mr. Wilson
Mr. Lamond Mr. Corboy
Mr. Lindsay {Tetler.:
Mr, Lutey
NOES.
Mr. Brown Mr. Sleeman
Mr. [{iohiman Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Hughes Mr., Tayler
Mr. E. B. Johnston Mr. Teexdale
Mr. Marshall Mr, Thomson
Mr. North Mr. Maley
Mr. Panton {Tedcr.)

Question thus passed; Bill recommitted.

In Committee.

Mr. Lutey in the Chair; the Premier in
charge of the Bill.

Clause 1—agreed to.

Clause 2--Gront of land tax and income
tax for the year ending 30th June, 1925:

The PREMIER: T move an amendment—

That after ‘“twenty-five,”’ in ling 2,
the words ‘“and for the year ending the
thirtieth day of Junr, one thousond nine
hundred and twenty-siz respectively’’ be
inserted.

This is the amendment that will have the
effect of enaeting the tax for two years, in-
stend of for one vear as in the rast. Tt
is mecessary to do this, seeing that the agree-
ment provides for the rednction of the super-
tax by 7% per cent. for the two years.
Next vear it will not be necessary to bring
down any Bill for the imposition of a land
tax and an income tax,

Hon. Sir Jamea Mitehell: Does that mean
you da net bring down any taxation measure
next year?

The PREMIER: Yes.

i’\![:-. Taylor: Will you pledge yourself not
to
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The PREMIER: I do not think there will
be amy tux mnecessary next year. If thig
Bill were for only one year, it would be
merely a matter of re-emacting it next ses-
sion for another year. We have been granted
all the tax we require, and so it is a matter
of common scnse to make this measnre apply
to two years.

Mr., THOMSOXN: Ever since T have been
in the Honse, it has been the custom to in-
troduce a Land Tax and an Tneome Tax Bill
each yeur, so that members might diseuss
and deeide upon the grant of taxation.
While we are not going to have any in-
creased taxation next year, we shall not be
in a position to secure any reduction, |
wish to direct attemtion to the lack of re-
presentation of the people who will seffer
most and pay most under this measuore.
When it eame to the appointment of mana-
gers, neither House geleeted a representative
of the primary produeers, notwithstanding
that such an important matter as the im-
position of the land tax was to be discussed.

Mr. Chesson: Why did you not raise your
voice before?

Mr. THOMSON: What was the use?! The
matter was in the hands of the Premier.

The Minister for Mines: There was Mr.
Drew, who represents a country province,

Mr. THOMSON: But he represents the
Government.

The Premier: What about Mr, Ewing?

Mr. THOMSON: He does not represent
our seetion of the country. The Country
Party i3 a separate entity with 11 mem-
bers in the two Houses, and should have
had at least one of their number amongst
the managers. This measure will vitelly af-
feet the primary producers who ere creat-
ing the wealth that is keeping the State
going.

The Minister for Justice: They are going
to be better off.

Mr. THOMSON: Better off, when in the
past we have been paying a halfpenny and
now will have to pay twopence in the poundl
What would members opposite say if we
applied that argument to them?

The Minister for Lands: Why do you
not tell the truth? You were paying 344.
beforé, and yon are now to pay 1d.

The Premier: The producers were well
represented at the conferenee by Mr. Ewing
and the Colonial Secretary.

Mr. THOMSON: I hope apother place
will not endorse this arrangement. I ob-
ject to the taxation being arranged for two
years, becansc it gives vs no opportunity of
reviewing it.

Mr. MARSHALL: T intend to vote
against the amendment. It sets up a new
principle, to which I take exception. The
principle of taxation is being altered, and
it would be possible under it for a dying
Government or a dying Parliament to pass
legislation havipg a forward effeet that
would have to be followed by their sueces-
gors, ‘The prineiple is bad and may
have a boomerang effect upon the Govern-
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ment. The arrangement must, of course, suit
the Premier or he would not put it forward,
but in time to come it may have a pre-
judieial effect upon the Government,

Hopn. W, D, JOHNSON: It is intended
to amend thig clanse so as to continue the
supertax for two years, and this iz being
done in anticipation of amendments to
Clause 6, At this stage the Premier should
give us further information, for if we pass
the amendment we commit ourselves to the
propoesals affeeting (lause 6. The Premier
has gaid he cannot see his way clear to fore-
go the supertax owing to the growth of the
deficit and the general financial position.
How will he make up the loss of the 714
per cent.? Will he get ma=e out of the 24.
than he anticipated? It was stated that the
land tax was not to imcrease the revenue to
any great extent. Asg a result of the inm-
creased valuations of land the 1d. tax we
are now paying will yield more than it has
done in the past, and the Premier will gain
a finanecial advantage. The remainder of the
tax was to be distributed in other directions,
and the Treasurer was to get nothing out of
it.

Mr. Sampson: That promise is not with-
drawn,

Hon, W, D, JOHNSON: Wil] the rest of
the 24. 1and tax go towards reducing railway
freighta and fares, and will the %d. be ear-
marked in anticipation of the ultimate pas-
sing of the Main Reads Bill? Is it proposed
that the money shall be put into a trust
fund, or are we to understand that it will
be available to make up the loss of the 714 -
rer ¢ent, en the supertax? We are going to
losc the advantages we pgained in the de-
ductions that were provided. We want to
know whether they will be reinstated.

The CHAIRMAN: We shall deal with
that later.

Hon. W, D, JOHNSON: This anticipates
our appreval of the other amendments, to
which, however, we might not agree, If the
Premier does not intend to give us the in-
formation, we shall have to read into the
Bill all the dangera that are associated with
it. T am not here to take things without ex-
planation. If it means that we have to
talk for some time in order to get the infor-
mation, it will have to be done, I protest
arainet the Premicr asking us to pass this
amendment that will compromise us in re-
gard to the supertax, for, when we hear the
supertax explained, we may mnot agree to
the arrangement that has been made. 1t is
reasonable to ask the Premier to give us
further information.

Hen. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I, teo,
want information from the Premier. This
amendment affects the whole of the Bill. It
provides that the tax will remain for two
years. This is an innovation, for in the
past taxation measures have been hronght
down every year.

Mr. Thomson: We should continne to
safeguard that privilege.
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Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If we
ean get this limitation of taxation by this
means we shall of course be saved for two
years from our friends opposite, but that is
not sufficient to justify us in aceepting the
amendment. If a representative of the far-
mers had attended the conference, he would
have been powerless to do anything. I re-
present agrienltural interests as much as
anyone else, and o does Mr. Ewing.
If we fix the tax for two years we
ghall deprive ourselves of the oppertunity of
reviewing it. The financial position for next
year will, I think, be better than the Pre-
mier anticipates. He has not shown the
amount he will receive from taxation, and
it is my belief that be will get much more
than he anticipates. There are other pro-
visions in the Assessment Bill which wounld
also give him increased taxation. One is
the abolition of half of the land tax ex-
emption, and another is that all land with-
out exemptions will be taxed. The confer-
ence had no authority to do more than deal
with the Bill for this year, nor any author-
ity to give any undertaking with regard to
the Agsessment Bill. The principle of fixing
the tax for two years is wrong. The proposal
to increase the land tax to 2d. was agreed to
by this House. That tax was necessary in
order to secure a ¥5d. in the pound for main
roads that were to come under the Main
Roads Bill. We are not to have a main
roads Bill bnt we are to have the tax. The
managers had no antherity to make this
tax permanent. I do not propose to agree
to the amendment proposed by the Premier.

The PREMIER: Any promise T have
made with regard to the tax and the dis-
posal of the revenue from it stands good.
The position will be that whilst I will be
compelled to do without the 15 per eent.
supertax this year, T will obtain just as
much revenue from the supertax, hut it will
be snread over two years instead of one.
Y had fully decided not to ask Parliament
to again impose the supertax next vear.
Under the arrangement now arrived at T
shall get the same amovnt of moner,
namely, £80.000, half this year and half
next vear. The tax Bill and the asscssment
Bill hang together, and many important
amendments to the rssessment Bill were
agreed upon, The Couneil had already made
many amendments to 1he assessment Bill; in
fact, members in ancther place had amended
practically every clause of that Bill. T be-
lieve now that the major numher of those
amendments will not be insisted vpon, so
that we ghall reap an advantage in that
respect. I believe the assesament Bill wonl
have been lost but for the agreement ar-
rived at, so that T shall henefit from the
provisions of the assessment Rill, which will
come back to us from another place shortly.

Hon, W. D. Johnson: What abont the
extra £10 per child? Will that be included
in the assessment Bill?

[ASSEMELY.]

The PREMIER: Yes. Another plaee is
now discussing the assessment Bill and mak-
ing the amendments agreed upon. The ar-
rangement made for the two years is im-
portant to me because the money is peeded.
L now retain the tax Bill, ap far as it ap-
plies to land taxation, in its entircty. I aect-
ually yield up no revenue and accept 714
per cent. of the supertax this year and the
remainder next year.

Mr, HUGHES: We are establishing a
dangerous precedent by making the taxation
Bills annual measures. If the Houge
pledges itself this year, there is no going
back next year. I intend to vote to retain
the annual taxation measure beecause I am
afraid of the possibility of creating a pre-
cedent.

Mr, THOMSON: It will probably aston-
ish members to realise that the Land Tax
aod Ineome Tax Bill was never discussed by
another place. It was referred back to this
House on the first reading. We are faced
with the position that a conference was re-
quested and at that conferenmce there were
three managers from this IHouse and three
managers from ancther place, and now we
have before ug the legislation we are agked
to pass. The Premier has scored a signal
victory. He never dreamt that he would get
bis taxation measures through in the manner
that he has done. The primary producers
and those who live in the country have been
sold by the other House. The Legislative
Council is supposed to be a house of review,
and of the three managers appointed not
one represents a primary producer. The
position was the same in this House. I
would be lacking in my duty if I did not
draw attention to this fact.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. THOMSON: We have often dis-
cusged the action of the Couneil in usurping
the functions of this House, but some of us
are convinced that the managers did not
do their duty on this oceasion. We had the
definite statement by the Premier that they
would not press the amendment they pro-
posed in the assessment Bill.

The CHATRMAN: That has nothing to
do with this Bill.

Mr, THOMSON: I am merely quoting
the statement made by the Premier apd 1
am justified in referring te it. Thiz Bill
has not been discussed by the Council. Tt
was referred back to this Chamber with &
request for a conferemce. At that confer-
ence three of the six managers were Minis-
ters of the Crown, What hope had we of
A compromise from a conference so ennstl-
tuted? Probably this Honse is to hlame for
not voicing a protest regarding the man-
agers appointed.

The Premier: Ministera dn not claim apy
particular eredit for the result. We recog-
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aiise the juvaluable assistance rendered by
the other members at the eonference.

Mr. THOMSON : With three Cabinet
Miniaters, all in faveur of increasing taza-
tion, the Government had a preponderanee
of power at the conference. Then the six
gentlemen agree that, provided the Premier
will magnanimously and generously give way
on the 156 per cent. supertax, they will agree
to the Bill operating for two years, fondly
believing that therc will be no inerease in
taxation. I strongly oppose eatablishing
such a precedent. Ever since I have been
in this Chamber we have had the right to
review taxation each year. I hope members
will not endorse this dangerous precedent.
T have voiced my protest. The Council have
Tet the representatives of the primary pro-
ducers down badly. They did not even dis-
euss the Bill.

Mr. Corboy: You want us to remedy that
by making the Rill operate for one year
only.

Hon, W, D, Johnson: You are shot!

Mr. THOMSBON: I know I am ehot, but
1 have a duty to those whom I represent.
I wounld be foolisk indeed if T did not pro-
test against such actions as have been taken
to-day. Thev are unprecedented in the his-
tory of Western Australia.

Mr. Holman: You voted for the tax last
year.

Mr. THOMSON: I did not. I voted
against the supertax, At any rate, what-
ever T did last year, T am opposing this
proposal now. The Legislative Couneil re-
fused to congider the Bill, but have given
the Premier 100 per cent. more than he ex-
perted to get from the Bill

Mr. DAVY: I wish to emphasise ome
point that induees me to oppose the amend-
ment to extend the operations of the Bill
over two vears, One of the safesnards the
people pDorsess against the dominance of
governmrnt is that Ministers eannot carry
on withont Sopply and thev eannot secnre
Bunnlv withaut calling Parliament together,

The Minister for Tands: They went for
three vears in Sonth Anstralia.

Mr. DAVY: That is wrone. The prac.
tiee erew up with the cornfliet between the
pennle and the King who desired to rule
withont ealling Parlinment tocether from
vear to vear. Thwg it is that the Mutiny
Act and other Aets have to be renewed
from vear to vear. Thia enn he done only
hy Parlinment heing enlled together, Thus
it ia that Parliament has to he ealled to-
gether each year to grant Supply to the

- Gornarnment,

The Minister for Agrienlture: Monev i
provided in the annual Approvriation Bill

Mr. DAVY: I know that there has to be
an annual Appropriation Bill, There is no-
thing to prevent the Government from con-
tinuing to collect the tax, but there is only
one way, if Parliament be not called to-
gether, of preventing the Government from
spending that tax and that is by the Gov.
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ernor refusing to grant his warrant as au-
thority for that expenditure.

‘The Minister for Agriculture: You are
confusing taxation with Supply.
Mr, DAVY: I do not think so. It is true

that something more is required under our
procedure than mere taxation eolleetion. If
the Government required more money from
the Treasury, the Governor might prevent
them securing it. That being so, it seems
to me we are creating a very dangerous
precedent if we give away our right to im-
pose taxation each year.

The Premier: In some States there is mo
time limit. The tax is fixed and it remains
until smended.

My, DAVY: Nevertheless that is wrong,

Mr, Thomaon: That has not been the
practice in this State.

Mr. DAVY: The safegnard that Parlia-
ment shall meet every year has grown up
during past years and is based on historical
precedent. I do not suggest that the pre-
sent Government are not likely to call Par-
liament, together next year, but if we agree
to this course, it may establish a precedent
regretted by successive Governments,

Mr. E. B, JOENSTON: T oppose the
amendment, because it affects the right of
thia House to impose taxation each year.
We have heard the Premier’s remarks about
this famous ¢onference—it should be ealled
the infamous conference—and the more 1
congider it, the more T am satisfied that
some members of the Upper Honse entirely
failed in their duty as the representatives
of the primary producers and land owners
of the Btate, We have heen told that no
member directly representing primary pro-
ducers was permitted to participate in the
conferenre, and the Unper House failed to
consider the Bill at all. Withont discnssing
the Bill they appointed three gentlemen to
deride the whole matter.

Hoen. 8. W, Munsie: But they had the
opnortunity to disenss the Bill.

The Premier: The Bill was discussed on
the first readine,

Mr. F. B, JOANSTON: T do not think
so. At anv rate when the memhera con-
cerned realige the noreement thev have en-
tersd into. T am nositive thev will he antis.
fied that the Premier hag sold them a cilded
brick. Thev thourht it was of gold, but
thev now find ¥hey have ont nothine.

The (THATRMAN: Ordert T do not
think we are disenacine the conference.

Mr. E. B. TOANSTON: After having
eonferred far some time, the renressntatives
of the Tinner Honze agrsed tn waive their
onpositian to the exemntions that have heen
ta¥en nwav from the men on the land,

The Premier: T Aa not know what the
Tnnar FAanee hrve dome,

My, F. B, INANSTNAN: Nnt anlv has
the Premier neranaded the Urper Honge to
agree to denble taxation to he naid hv the
men nn the land, hut to the aholition of the
exemntions as well,
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The Premier: They saw the reasonable-
ness of the proposal, I knew it would be all
right if we got together.

Mr. E, B, JOHNSTON: I am entirely
opposed to this taiation, partieularly in view
of the fact that we are to be denied our
right to assess the land tax each year. The
Premier must be very gratified at having
got sueh beavy taxation granted by the
Upper House, and to the extent that he is
pleased, the Upper Houge failed in its duty
to protect the man on the jand from this
exploitation and extorfion at the hands of
the Government.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It has
been said that a precedent will ba estab-
lished by enseting the measure for two years.
As a precaution against a Government ex-
pending money beyond the desires of Parlia-
ment, a taxation Bill has been introduced
year by year, but the only taxation measura
80 introduced has been the Land tax and
Income Tax Bill. The Dividend Duties,
Probate Duties, Stamp and Totalisator Tax
Acts continue.

Mr. Taylor: They are ordinary Billa,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: They are
taxation measures, and are not introduced
each year unless the House desires to deal
with them. The only taxation Bill intro-
duced year by year is this one, and that is
done merely for convenience, There is every
power in this House to check the expenditure
of Ministers. The House can anmake a
Government whenever it likes. If the Gov-
ernment carried on the administration of the
country contrary to good semse, it could
be vnmade by this House.

My, Thomson: It is impossible, and no one
knows it better than you do.

Mr. Taylor: That is only camouflage.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Why
camouflage?

Myr. Thomson: You know very well we can-.

not nndo the Government.

The Premier: Because you have not the
numbers.

Mr. Thomson: Qf course not, so why put
up the argument?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Is the
hon. member insinuating that members on
this side are mot so concerned about good
Government as are members opposite, or
that members on this side wonld not check
the expenditure of Ministers if the adminis-
tration was bad?

Mr. Thamson: I will debate that with you.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: They are,
and would. Ministers have sufficient sense
of responsibility to carry on the affairs of
the State on proper lines.

Mr. RICHARDSON: The chief complaint
of the members for Katanmning and Wil-
liams-Nnrrogin aprears to be that the prim-
ary producers had no direct represemtative
on the eonference.

Mr. Thomson:
too.

Mr. RICHARDSON: The so-called repre-
sentatives of the primary producers have

A justifiable complaint,
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no monopoly in the matter of land values
taxation.

Mr. Thomson: But they pay it.

The Minister for Mines: We all pay it.

Mr. RICHARDSQON: The people of the
metropolitan ares will pay more than half
of it.

Mr. Thomson: That is not correet.

Mr. RICHARDSON : I am taking the Pre-
mier’s fignres.

Mr. Thomson: We have the figures of the
Taxation Department.

The CHATRMAXN : The hon. member must
confine himself to the amendment.

Mr, RICHARDSON: Other members were
allowed to discuss this question,

The CHAIRMAN: The Premier had to
explain the gituation and other members
have followed, but there iz no reason why,
because some have been out of order, that
others should continve on the same lines,

Mr. RICHARDSON: Representatives of
the metropolitan area had as much right to
be represented on the conference as had any
country member,

The Premier: All my electors are primary
producers,

M:, RICHARDSON: I intended to give
some information regarding matters dis.
eussed at the conference that the Premier
has apparently overlooked, but if you rule
me out of order, I cannot proceed.

Mr, TAYLOR: In view of the statements
made by the Premier, the Minister for
Mines, and other members, surely you are
not going to tie other speakers down. In
all my 24 years of Parliamentary experience
this position is unique. We have a money
Bill referred back to uns by another jylace
on its first reading.

The CHAIRMAN: Thgt is not the amend-
ment. .

Mr. TAYLOR: But the Premier opened
up the whole avenve. If there is a desire
to gag this side of the Honse, let us know it.

The Premier: Complaint was made that
I had not explained it.

Mr. TAYLOR: Surely we are justified im
pointing out where we believe the Premier
is wrong, The Premier will not accuse me
of having stome-walled any of his lerisla-
tion.

The Premier: No.

The CHATRMAXN: The hon, member must
speak to the amendment,

Mr. TAYLOR: The conference represen-’
tatives of another place consisted of three
members, and we do not kmow whether they
represented the wishes of the other 27 mem-
bers.

The Premier:
ference on it.

Mr. TAYLOR: That is not the proper way
for another rlace to review legislation, The
Council is a Houce of review.

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member ean-
not proceed om those lines,

Mr. TAYLOR: The same question has
bheen discussed by other members, and 1
thipk I should be ellowed to proceed.

I think they had a con- .
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Amendment put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes 21
Noes 17
Majority for 4
AYES.
Mr, Apngwin Mr. Millington
Mr, Chesson Mr. Muasie
Mr. Clydesdale Mr. Papton
Mr. Colller Mr. Richardson
Mr, Coverley Mr. Sleeman
Mr. Cunningham Mr. Troy
Mr. Heron Mr. A. Wansbrough
Mr, Holman Mr. Willcock
Mr. W, D. Johngon Mr. Wilson
Mr. Kennedy Mr. Corhoy
Mr, M¢Callum (Teller.)
Noks,
Mr, Brown Mr, Sampson
Mr, Qeorge Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Grifiths Mr. 3. M. Smith
Mr. Hughes Mr. Stubbs
Mr. E. B. Johnston Mr. Taylor
Mr, Lindsay Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Maley Mr. Thomson
8ir James Miwchell Mr, Davy
Mr. North (Delier.}
Parrs,
Aves. MNogs.
Mr. Lambert Mr, Angelo
Mr. Withers Mr. Latham

Amendment thus passed,

The CHATIRMAN: There ia a consequen-
tial amendment to Clause 5.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: I wish to speak
on Subciause 1 of Clause 2.

The CHAIRMAN: We ean deal only with
the amendments for which the Bill was re-
committed. -

Mr. Taylor: I took particular notice of
the motion, and it was put from the Chair
that the Bill be reecommitted, but for no
sreeific purpose.

The Premier: The hon. member is mis-
taken. The motion was that the Bill be
recommitted for the purpose of consider-
ing the suggested amendments,

The CHAIRMAN: The motion as tabled
was that the Bill be recommitted to con-
sider the amendments recommended by the
conference,

Mr. Taylor: Then the Speaker did not
state it from the Chair in that way,

The Premier: That is how I moved it.

Mr. Taylor: Subclavse 1 specifies the
rate of land taxation ag 2d.

The Premier: The Bill was not recom-
mitted to deal with that,

Clause, as amended, agrecd to.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: On a poiet of order;
having nltered the duration of the measure,
gurely we have a right to consider whether
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we wish to retain the same rate of tax for
the longer period.

The CHAIRMAN: I have already pointed
ont that the Bill was recommitted to eon-
gsider the amendments rccommended hy
eonference.

Point of Order,

Mr. E. B. Johnston; On a point of order,
I wish to submit to you, Mr. Chairmanp,
that the whole of Clause 2 is under dis-
cusgion, and that the Committee, having
altered the clause in one direction, may
wish to alter it further. Whilat the Com-
mittee might have aceepted a certain tax
for one year, they might require either a
smaller or a greater {ax if the term is two
years.

The Chairman: I have already given my
ruling that we ean deal only with the
recommendations of the eonference,

Mr, Thomson: 1 disagree with your
ruling, Sir.

The Chairman: I cannot allow any more
discussion ou this. Tf the hon, member
wishes to dissent from my ruling, he krows
the course he has to take.

Diggent from Chairman’s Buling,
Mr. Thomaon: I move—

That the Commitice dissenis from the
Chairman’s ruling on the ground that the
whols of Clause £ is open for discussion,
and thai, an amendmend in regard to the
duration of the measure having been
approved, the House may desire to alter
the amount of the tax thal 43 lo be im-
posed for the altered period.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

The Chairman: I have to report, Mr.
Speaker, that the member for Katanning
has moved to disagree with my ruling that
the Bill was recommitted only for the pur-
pose of considering the recommendations
of couference.

Mr. Thomson: When you, Mr. Speaker,
submitted the Premier’s meotion te the
Housge, you put it, ‘‘That the Bill be re-
¢ommitted for consideratioer.” I contend
that as we have altered the period of the
measure to two years, wo are entitled to
consider, on the lines indicated in the
reasons which I have submitted in writing,
the remaining portion of the ¢lause. When
the Bill was in Committee, we were deal-
ing with it as be‘ng for a period of only
12 montks. I eclaim, therefore, that the
whole of Clause 2 is recommitted.

Mr. E. B, Johnston: I think you will
agree, Mr. Speaker, that it has always
been the practice in this House, when re-
committing a ¢lanse, to recommit the whole
of it. I have never heen told that one
could recoramit orly a line, or only a few
words, of a clause. Such a position would
be absurd and intelerable, It amounts to



2676

putting the gag on members, No one
dreamt of those words being introduced
when the Bill was being congidered in
Committee.

The Premier: The whole question of the
amount of the tax was very fu ly discussed
before being decided by this House. There
is no question at all of gagging members.
The motion which I moved was ‘‘That
tke Bill be recommitted for the purpose of
congidering the recommendatione of the
conference.”” Now, what are those
recommendations? 1 have here the notes
from which T read, and one of the recom-
mendations is—

That the Bill be amended to cover

two years,

So the Bill was recommitted, as regards
this clause, only for the purpose of con-
pidering the question of one year or two
years. The clause itself was not recom-
mitted. If the motion had been that
Clause 2 should be recommitted, then of
eourse the whole clause would be open for
discussion. The hon. member now seeks
to open up the question of the rate of tax.
The clause itself was never mentioned in
the motion for recommittal,

Mr. Taylor: The Premier has told the
Committee that he moved that the Bill be
recommitted for the purpose of doing cer-
tain things. I watched you closely, Mr.
8peaker, when you put the question, and
¥you proposed that the Bill be recommitted
~that was all. I immediately said to the
member for Williams-Narrogin, ¢“The
whole Bill pow is under review.!’

Mr. E. B. Johnston: That is correct.

The Premier: The motion is taken down
by the Clerk.
Mr. Taylor:
this Bill as

We have not recommitted
an ordioary reeommittal,
Where do we pet the power to recommit
thia Bill? The only place where ws ¢an
find the machinery by which we ean pnt
the Bill before the House for discussion is
Seetion 4 of the Constitution Aet, 1920,
which says—

The Legislative Council may at any
time return to the Lepislative Assemhly
any Bill which the Legislative Couneil
may not amend, requesting by a message
the omission or amendment of any items
or provisions therein, provided that any
such request does not increase any pro-
posed charee or burden on the people.
The Tegislative Assembly may, if it
thinks fit, make soch omissions or amend-
ments with or without modifieation.

The Premier: That has no bearing on the
question.

Mr, Taylor: That is the machinery by
which we reeonmit the Bill, When the Rill
wag recommitted the discussion was on the
report from the conference, and the Bill
wag recommitted as a whole.

The Premier: No. It was recommitted
for a specific purpose.
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Mr. Tuylor: 1 do not know how the
Premier submitted the meotion, but I do
know that yon, Sir, proposed merely ‘* That
the Bill te recommitted.’’ So the House
gave the Commiltee the right to discuss the
Bill fully on recommittal for the purpose
of all that was discussed at the conference.
And from the conference, practically a new
Bill was submitted to us.

The Premier: Why, there are only about
six words new in it!

Mr. Taylor: Yet thote words represent
the sum and substance of the Rill. The tax
should hatve heen for one year, but you have
concered two years.

The Premier: I have obtained, not con-
ceded, two years.

Mr, Taylor: That is the subject Yefore
the Chamber.

The Premier: There is only one snhject,
namely, the peried. That was the purpose
for which the Bill was recommitted.

Mr. Taylor: Yes, the Bill was recowm-
mitted in order that we night eonsider the
period of the tax. We have really a new
Bill before ua.

The Minister for Mines: The hon, nmember
holds that the Bill, having been recommitted
might he discussed in all its phaser. Stand-
ing Order 298 preseribes that a Bill may be
recommitted in respect of certain propored
amendments only, and the clauses in which
such amendments are pronosed to be made.

Mr. Taylor: That is the third reading
stage.

The Minister for Mines: It does nat mat-
ter ot what stage the Bill may be when re-
commiited.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: As a matter of fact
eonference limits it still more.

The Minister for Mines: Yes, conference
supersedes what has previonsly ocewrred.
The motion puet to the House was that the
Rill be recommitted to deal with ecrtain
clanses. But the Bill has reached another
stage. Tt has been to a conference, and the
confererce supersedes amything else that
has beea done. Therefore the only matters
now bhefore the House are the specific clauses.

Hon, 8ir James Mitchell: See where we
get to when we desert the Constitution and
the Ftanding Orders!

The Minister for Lands: You bhave done
it often enongh.

Hon. fir Jawes Mitehell: Never. We
have not surrendered any of our richis to
the conference of managers. The findings
of the conference have to be approved by
the House. The position is that another
House returned the Bill to us with the inti-
mwation that they disapproved of the amount
of the 1and tax, snd disagreed with the
guper tax ard with Clause 8. Our managers
have sinrce been to the conference and have
eome back with rrecommendations, Have we
given up onwr rieht to redvee the amount
of the land tax? We contend that this
clause has been recommitted. Tt is one
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of the clamses tbat led to the comference.
Each of the clauses dealt with by conference
must come before the House again on the
original message from another place, not-
withstanding that the conference has sinece
been held. This House has discussed at
length the amount of tax.

The Minister for Lands: That has heen
diseussed three timea in this Homnse.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: Still, that does
not finalise it. This clause is now before
the House for consideration. The question
of & land tax of 2d. in the pound is one
that we appointed managers to consider.

The Premier: The Bill has actually passed
the stage when we can recommit to deal
with the whole Bill,

Hen. Sir James Mitchell: Tf we make any
further alteration to the Bill the Premier
mav have to ask for another conference.
Still, the fact remains that we have the
right to do it if we wish, If the elause
be recommitted to consider the recommen-
dations of conferenee, surely the House ean
do anything it pleases with the elause.

Mr. Speaker: Perhaps the situation has
arisen-—and T sav this without any desire to
reflect on the House—out of submitting a
money Bill to a conference. The position
now is this: I wish it to be clearly under-
stood that the Bill was recommitted for &
specific. speeial purpose. The motion, as
taken down by the Clerk at the time, and as
in the firast instance I announced it from the
Chair, was that the Bill be recommitted for
the purpose of conaidering the amendmente
recommended by conference. When I first
proposed the question I used that form. Sub-
sequently, for brevity’s sake, as I frequently
do, T merely put it, ‘*The question is that
the Bill be recommitted.’”’ But it is ob-
vious, and every hon, member understood.
that it was done for the definite purpose of
considering the recommendations of confer-
ence. And all who were present know that
the statement made by the Premier is per-
fectly correct, namely, that he read out every
item that had to be dealt with in the event
of the Bill being recommitted. There can
be no misunderstanding, however it was
stated from the Chair; and in the first in-
stance it was correctly stated, although sub-
sequently for brevity’s sake I said the ques-
tion was that the Bill be recommitted, Of
course, the House understood that it wae to
be recommitted to consider the recommenda-
tions of conference. The whole Honse must
have understood that,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: AN right,

Mr. Speaker: If the hon. member conld
not follow, I regret it. But let the House
understand what haes happened: This Bill
has passed through all its stages in this
Chamber, and to that extent the House has
dealt with every clause in the Bill.

Mr. Thomeon: Some drastic alterations
have since been proposed.

Me. Speaker: The House has passed every
thing connected with the ¢lauses, and in that
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form the Bill passed out of the possession
of this Chamber and went to another Cham-
ber. Then came the course taken by the
other House to request amendments. Those
requegted amendments were gent hack to
this Chamber by message. This (‘hamber
could not agree with those reguested amend-
ments, and 4 conference was reauested and,
rightly or wrongly, granted. The econfer-
ence supersedes, ns it were, both Chambers.

Hoao. 8ir James Mitchell: No, no!

Mr. Spesker: It absolutely is both Chaw-
bers acting in concurrence, the managers for
the time being representing the Chamber
they are sent from. Conference brings back
to both Houses certain recommendations,
and them it is possible, and omly poseible
in the circumastances, to deal with the mat-
ters submitted to each Chambér by the man-
agera of the conference; and, as I have said,
the Premier rightly understood that when
he moved that the Bill be recommitted for
the porpose of considering the amendments
recommended by the conference. It is clear
from Standing Order 298 that we can re-

" commit the Bill to comsider only certain

amendments.

Mr. Taylor: We can recommit the Bill as
a whole.

Ar. Speaker: The hon. member is making
g confusion. If it is possible at all to re-
commit now at this stage—and no one
denies that it is—it is possible to reconumit
the B{ll with respect to eertain proposed
amendments only, and that is what hag been
done, Otherwise, the EBill being recom-
mitted, it would be possible for this Chaw.-
ber to re-debate the whole matter from A to
Z; and that, of course, would be the height
of absurdity. The matters not embodied in
the amendments reecommended by the man-
agers have passed out of the possession of
this Chamber, and only the proposed amend-
ments are open to discussion. I, therefore,
uphold the Chairman's ruling.

Committiee Resumed.

The CHAIRMAN: Ny, 3, Clause 5.

Mr. THOMSON: No, you have not sub-
mitted the clause as amended.

The Premier: Yes, it has been passed.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: The Chairman had
only got as far as putting the amended
clause.

The CHAIRMAN: No, T was along to
this next smendment. The Committea has
decided to imsert the other mmendment.

Mr. Thomson: I do mot think you sub-
mitied the elanse a8 amended.

The CHATRMAN: Everything there has
been agreed to.

Mr. Taylor: The Committee has not ngreed
to thie amendment.

The CHATRMAN: What T am putting
now is a econsequential amendment. On
account of the amendment made to (lause 2,
it is now necessary to make a consequential
amendment to this elause, that amendment
being to add the words ‘'and 1925’
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Mr. E. B. JOUNSTOX: It is not a eon-
scyuential amendment. This deals with divi-
Qend duties.

The Minister for Lands: Nothing of the
gort.

Dissent from RBuling.

Me. E. B, Johnston: I jntend to dissent
from your ruling, Mr. Chairman.

Hon. &ir James Mitehell: It is no use
dissenting; you will get practieally the same
ruling again,

The Premier: Yours is & ridiculous ob-
jection. You are doing nothing else but
stone-walling, There is a proper time for
stone-walling, and it is not on the last
day of the se:sion, -‘You can not accuse us
of ever having done that. Tt ia not playing
the game,

Mr. E. B. Johnsten: I deny that I am
stone-walling. I move—

That the Commiltee dissent from the
Chairman’s ruling.

[The Speaker took the Chair.]

The Chairman stated the dissent.

Mr. Speaker: The question is whether the
words proposed to be inserted are consequen-
tial. The amendment having been carried
to Clause 2 makes the amendment now jn
question, comsequential. As a matter of
fact, it would be a perfectly legitimate
action on the part of the Clerk to make that
eonsequential amendment so that the Bill
might be consistent. The words are re-
guired to preserve the consistency of the
measure,

Mr. Taylor: There would be no semse in
the clanse if the eonsequential amendment
were not made.

Mz, SBpeaker: That is the position, and as
I have just said, without a vote of the
House, the Clerk would have been entitled
to insert the words on his own authority.
The ruling of the Chairman iz correct.

Commiliece Resumed,
On motions by the Premier, in Clause 6,

¢715" was struck out and ‘734 ?’ inserted
in Heu, and Clanse 8 was deleted.

Bill reported with amendments, the report
adopted, and a message transmitted to the
Council accordingly.

BILI-—INS8PECTION OF SCATFOLD-
ING.
Conferince with Council.

Messare received from the Couneil notify-
ing that it had agreed to a conference and
had a pairted as managers the Colonial See-
retary, Hon. A. Burvill, and Hon. .J. Nichol-
son.

Sitting suspended from 845 to 10.10 p.m.

[ ASSEMBLY.]

Cunference Managers’ Keport.

The MINISTER FOR WourKS (Hon. A,
Metallum—South Fremantle} [10.10): The
managers have agreed as follows:—

Amendment No. 1 of the (ouncil agreed
to. Amendment No, 2 of the Council
agreed to with the following addition:—
““This Act shall also apply to any build-
ing exeeeding one storey in height situ-
ated in any part of the State.’” Amend-
ments Nos. 3 and 5 agreed to.

In Committee.

Mr. Panton in the Chair; the Minister
for Works in c¢harge of the Bill.

No. 1. Clause 1.—Delete Subelanse (2).

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There
will be no districts under the amendment
agreed to.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Then the Bill
will apply to the whole State.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes |
move—

That the amendment be agreed to,

Mr, THOMBON: I am surprised that the
managers should have given way on that
point. It means that we shall have insjec-
tion of seaffolding throughout the whole
State, and that must result in increased
costs.

The Minister for Works: But a later
amendment confines it to buildings of over
ane storey.

Mr, THOMSON: Then I withdraw my
objection.

Question passed;
ment agreed to,

No. 2. Insert a new clause to stand as
No. 2, as followsa:—‘‘This Act shall be in
force and have effeet only in the metropoli-
tan area consisting of the foilowing eclce-
tornl provinces, namely, the Metropolitan
Provinee, the Metropolitan-Suburban Pro-
vinge, and the West Province.’’

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Council’s amendment limits the operation
of the Bill to the metropolitan area. The
managers have agreed to that with a con-
dition that it shall also aprly to any buiid-
ing exceeding one storey in height in any
part of the State. T move—

That the emcendment be modified by
adding :—*“This Act shall also apply io
any building czceeding one storey in
height situated in any part of the State.’’
Mr. Thomson : That means that all

gingle-story buildings will come under the
Acth

The MINTSTER FOR WOREKS: Al
under 8 feet from the horizontal base will
be exempt.

Question passed; the Counecil’s amend-
ment, as amended, agreed to.

No. 3, Clause 2—Definition of ‘‘Seaf-
folding’’: After the word ¢‘atructure,'’ in

the Conncil’s amend-
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first line, imsert ‘‘exceeding eight feet
from the horizontal bage’':

The MINISTER FOR WORES: This
amendment relates to the height of scaf-
folding. I disagree with it, but it is the
best that could be obtained. I sccepted
it in order to save the Bill. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question passed; the Council’s amend-
ment agreed fo.

No, 5, Clause 4, Subelause (1)—Delate
paragrapha (b) and (e):

QOn motion by the Minister for Works,
the foregoing amendment was comnsequen-
tially agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted,
and a message accordingly returned to the
Couneil.

BILL—LAND AND INCOME TAX

ASSESSMENT AMENDMENT.
Council’s Amendments,

Scheduls of 13 amendments made by the
Council in the Bill now considered.

In Committae.

Mr. Panton in the Chair; the Premier
in charge of the Bill.

No. 1. Clause 4—After ‘‘and’’ in
gecond line insert ‘‘the proviso to,”” and
after ““ia’’ in line three delete ‘*amended
by inserting after the word ‘used’ in the
second line, the words ‘or held,” and the
proviso is'’:

The PREMIER: The effect of the amend-
ment is that land held by a religious body
and not used for the purposes set out will
ba liable to pay taxation. T think the
amendment might be accepted. It is
argued that religious bodies sometimes
bave grants of land which they hold for
many years without utiliging them for any
purpose whatever, and that when such
grants of land are sold the religious bodies
get the unearned increment. Therefore,
it ia wrged, such land should not be ex-
empt from taxatioun. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question passed; the Conneil’s amend.
ment agreed to.

No. 2, (lause 5—Tnsert at the end of
Subelauvse (1) the words, ““in the case of
more than one person claiming exemption
under this paragraph. the Commissioner
ghall decide which person is rightfully en-
titled to make the claim’’:

The PREMIER: This deals with exemp-
tions in respect of dependants. Where
more than one person makes a elaim for
the exemption, this paragraph gives the
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Commissioner the right to decide which
person is entitled to it. There should he
an authority to determine such a question;
at present there is none.

Question pasgsed; the Council’s amend-
ment agreed to.

No. 8. Clause 5—Insert at the end of
Subclause 3 the following: ‘‘Should any
Question arise as to the right of any person
to any sueh deduction as aforesaid it shall
be determined by the Commiesioner?’’:

The PREMIER: This one is almost con-
sequential on the last amendment; both deal
with dependants. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question passed; the Coumeil’s
ment agreed to.

No. 4. Clause 6—Insert at the end
‘“ Amended by omitting the words in lines
2 and 3 ‘from the ownership of any parcel
of land or derived directly’; and by omit-
ting the words im lines 6 and 7 ‘from the
ownership of such parcel of land or’; and
by adding a proviso as follows:— Provided
the allowances as an abatement under this
section shall not exceed 50 per cent. of the
land tax payable on the pareel of land pro-
ducing the income’ '’:

The PREMIER: Thia i rather impor-
tant. It deals with the abatement of the
tax, Under the existing Aet the person who
pays land tax, irrespective of whether on
country land or town land, bas the right to
deduet the amount of his land tax from his
inecome tax. Ap the Bill went from this
House that was struck out; it was provided
that there should be no abatement of the
land tax. That has been amended by the
Council. The amendment made by another
ploce means this: That the owners of cul-
tivated land, whether grazing land, or pas-
toral, or farming lands, are to be allowed
to deduet their land tax from their income
tax. But that eoncession will not extend
to city Tand owners ai all, and the dedue-
tion where permitted will amount to only
50 per cent. of the tax. Tn other words,
in futore the owners of cultivated land will
be permitted to deduet from their income
tax half their Tand tax. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: T do uot
<ee why the abatement should not he as it
iz at present. A man who derives his in-
come from Jand shorld not be subiect to
land tax at all. That has been the law unti]
now. It is proposed hy another place that
the abatement should be only 50 rer ecent.
of the tax. It shomld be the full amount.

Hon, W. D, Johnson; You have had a
win. Under the Bill you were not to have
got any abatement.

Hoen, 8ir JAMES MITCHETI.: 8t it ia
ouly half what it should he, If it is right

amend-
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to make abatement, we onght to make it
in full. I move—

That the Council’s amendment be
amended by the siriking out of the pro-
viso.

Hon. W, D, Johnson: If you reject the
amendment you will lose your 50 per cent.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: No, we
are entitled to modify these amendments.

The Premier: You are lucky to get 50
per cent,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We are
Iueky to be allowed to live.

Mr. Cheszson: You are living pratty well,

Hon. Sir JAMES MI'TCHELL: Another
place is to be allowed to make these amend-
ments, but we an this side are not permitted
to amend anything.

The Premier: All your reasonable amend-
ments were accepted.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I feared thal
this particular abatement had gone. Under
the amendmeunt of the Government it will
ne longer apply to the owners of city or
town lands. Seeing that the Government
bave agreed to the principle of 50 per cent.
ahatement, T suggest they give back the
full ahatement.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: T think it must
have been intended to strike out the word
‘‘repeal’’ and ingert the word ‘‘amended.'’

The Premier: That would automatically
go out.

Amendment on the amendment put and
negatived.

Question passed;
ment agreed to,

No. 5. Clauge T—Delete.

The PREMIER: This deals with the
Agent General, who at present is not liable
for the payment of income tax.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: It was always
ruled that he was.

The PREMIER: AX our Agent Q(enerals,
with the exeeption of one, have paid income
tox. OF late years the point has been
raiged that under the Act the Apent General
is not linble, and that contention has been
upheld.

Hon. W_D. Johnson: He has paid income
tax to the Pritish Government.

The PREMIER: No. It is provided in
the Bill that he should pay the tax.

Mr. Thomsgon: The State has always paid
the tax to the British Government.

The PREMIER: I think not, but he is
exempt now.

Hon. 8ir
too.

The PREMTER: The British Government
have taken the view that if he has to pay
a tax, he ig vesponeible to the State he re-
presenta.

Hon. W. D Johmson: The other {ay they
declared they were going to exempt Agent
Generals.

the Couneil’s amend-

James Mitchell: And rightly
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The PREMIER: I noticed that in the
paper. The fact remains that he does not
pay, and it was proposed that he should do
#o. The Council, however, have decided to
strike out this claunse.

Hon. Bir James Mitehell:
live hera,

The PREMIER: Probably the Agent
General will be the only person belonging to
the State who will entirely escape taxation.
The ealary for the position has not been
increased for mauy years, although the ex-
penses attached to the office have inereased.
The Agent General really ought to meet his
responsibilities to the State.

Hon. Bir James Mitechell; I tbink not.

The PREMIER: Agent Generals in the
past have always paid.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: This refers
only to his salary.

The PREMIER:
stances I move—

That the amendment be agreed to

Question passed; the Council’s amend-
ment agreed to,

No. 6. Clause 8. Subclause (10)—Delete
thig aubelause and insert in lieu thereof the
following eubeclausa:—(10). ‘‘By adding
a new paragraph as follows: (2) (b.) Any
charge or expense other than capital expendi-
ture incerred in the carrying on or eonduect
of any business, profession, trade, employ-
ment, or voeation’’:

The PREMTER: This deals with dedue-
tions to Clause 8 of the taxation mensure.
These deduwetions will be inserted in their
proper place in the agsessment Bill. We have
deleted Clause 8, which containa many de-
ductions, and this is one of the paragraphs
to be ingerted in the assessment Bill in its
proper place. It is on all fours with the
paragraph in the taxation Bill. This merely
places the deductions in the assessment Bill
instead of in the taxation measure. The
wording is different, but the deductions are
the sams. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to,

Question passed; the Council’s amendment
agread to.

No. 7. Clause B.—Insert a new subclause
to stand as subelause (11) as follows:
¢“By insarting before the word ‘provided’
in line 7 of paragraph (14} tha words ‘or
denation in money to Government, or incor-
porated institutions established for benevol-
ent, charitable, scientific, or educational pur-
poses, or for the promotion of research in ro-
apeet to disemses, and/or pests, appertaining
to mankind, animals, and plants, or moneys
expended for educational scholarships or
hursarieg’ ’':

The PREMIER: These are similar to the
deduetions in the taxation Rill, exeept that
the amendment goes further. At present
deductions may be made in the case of
grants for beaevolent, charitable, scientifie

He does not

Yes. In the circom-
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institutions used for eduecational purposes.
It is not & matter we want o quarre] about.
1f pegple are prepared to make donations for
this purpose, we might allow them to deduct
the amount from their income tax. I
move—

That the amendmeni ba agreed to,

Question passed; the Council’s amendment
agreed to.

No. 8. Clause 8.—Insert a new anhelause
to stands as subclavee (12) as follows;:
“By omitting the proviso to paragraph (d)
and inserting the following in lieu thereof:
~—-Provided that there shall ba deducted from
the taxable amount eo aseertained ss afore-
said the sum of Fifty pounds in respeet to
every Member of Parliament representing a
metropolitanr,  metropolitan-suburban  or
West Province, or an electoral distriet there-
in, and a sum of One Hundred Pounds in
respect of every Member of Parliament re-
presenting any other provinee or elestoral
distriet therein’’:

The PREMIER: This amendment was in
the taxzing Bill, and has not been transferred
to the assessment Bill, I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question passed; the Couneil’s amendment
agreed to.

No. 9. Clause 10,—Delete the word ‘‘ap-
pellant’’ in paragraph (3) of proposed mew
section 49, and insert in liea thereof ‘‘either
party '

The PREMIER: This deals with the
sittings of the court mot being open to the
publie, ‘‘cither party’’ having the right to
apply for the withdrawal of any person not
concerned. T move— ‘

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question passed; the Couneil’s amend-
ment agreed to,

No. 10. Clauvse 10. Proposed new Bection
50--Add the following proviso at the end
of Subsection (1): ¢‘‘Provided that ninety
days shall be allowed to a taxpayer resident
in the North provinee to lodge an objec
tion’?:

The PREMIER: 1 think the time al-
lowed for the ordinary taxpayer ig 42 days.
This amendment extends the time to D0 days
in the case of a taxpayer living in the
North Province. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question passed;
ment agreed to.

No. 11. Clavse 11.—Delete all the words
after ‘‘gixty-eight’’ in the firgt line to the
end of the clause, and insert in lieu thereof
‘‘is amended by adding the following para-
graph at the end of the eaid Section 68,
viz.: ‘It shall be a defence to a prosece-
tion for an offence against paragraphs (a),
(h), and (c) of this section if the de-
fendant provea that the falge statement or

the Council’s amend-
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false answer was made through ignorance
or inadvertence’ ’’:

The PREMIER: 'This deals with fines
for late payment of income tax.

Hon. 8ir James Mitehell: The Commis-
_sioner of Taxation would allow a defence of
iguorunce or inadvertence now, but it ought
to go into the Act,

The PREMIER: The Commissioner would
accept any reasonable explamation. Some
members have not that confidence in the
Commissioner, so they are setting it out
here that this shall be an answer for the
taxpayer. DPerhaps we might protect the
taxpayer against some Commissioners who
may hold the position in the future. I
move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question passed;
ment agreed to.

No. 12.—Insert a new clause, to stand as
Cluuse 7, as follows: ‘‘Bection 18 of the
prin¢ipal Act is amended by adding after
the word ‘premiums’ in line 1 the words
‘other than retiring allowances and gratui-
ties paid in a lump sum,’ *’ And by adding
& subelause, to stand as SBubelause (2), as
follows: ‘‘(2) Al retiring allowances and
gratuities paid ir & lomp sem shall be
deemed to be income to the amount of five
per centum of the value of such retiring
allowances and gratuities’’:

The PREMIER: The amendment is
really intended to apply to Government offi-
cers and employees who have been retired.
If an employee receives, say, £500 as a re-
tiring allowance or gratuity, that amount
has been taken as an addition to his in-
coms and the officer hag had to pay on the
aggregate amount. That allowance or gra-
tuity is not really income and it is proposed
to exempt all except § per cent. of the
amount, That is a fair allowance.

“Eon. W. D). Johnson: Why 5 per cent.;
why not 74 per eent.?

The PREMIER: I do not know how the
Council arrived at the percentage. The
principle, however, iz sound. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: In fixing
it at § per cent., I presume the Couneil fol-
lowed the provision in the Commonwealth
Act. We might just as well have allowed
this amount to be free of taxation.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: They will have the
honour of saying that they have paid.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: There
will be more henour than pleasure. If a
man on retiring receives an allowance of
£400, and he bas been in receipt of a similar
amount s salary, ke will have to pay taxa-
tion on £800 and at the higher rate. The
allowance is intended to recompense the
officer for hia labours over a number of
years, the payment being made in the one

the Counecil’s amend-
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year. That being so, he should not be ex-
pecied to pay on the full amount.

Question passed; the Couneil’s amend-
ment agreed to.

No. 13.—Insert a new clanze, to stand as
Clause 8, as follows: ‘‘Bection 19 of the
principal Aect is amended by adding a new
subsection as follows: ¢(13) The eash
allowances paid and the honus sharea al-
lotted to shareholders of any eco-operative
company or society a8 a rebate or discount
on their trading with such companies or
societies.” *’

The PREMIER: The amendment refers
to bonus ghares and oash aliowances aflotted
to shareholders of any co-operative company
or soeiety. Wa should apree to thia amend-
ment and I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question passed; the Council’s amend-
ment agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted,
and a message accordingly transmitted to
the Couneil.

BILL—DIVIDEND DUTIES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Council’s Amendments,

Bill returned from the Council with four
amendments, which were now considered.

In Committee.

Mr. Lutey in-the Chair; the Premier in
charge of the Bfll.

The PREMIER: I have not had time to
examine the amendments but I am assured
that we should adopt them, They do not
affeet any prineiple in the Bill but may be
described as maehinery amendments. They
were moved by the Colonial Seeretary in
the Upper Honge. The four amendments
relate to the one matter. At pregent it
is necessary for a person to make a statu-
tory declaration regarding dividenda or
profits. Instead of doing that, it is pro-
posed to fall into line with the practice
regarding income tax and the people con-
cerned will be required to sign only @
form. The first amendment refers to
Clause 2 and is as follows:—

Tosert a paragraph as follows:—*‘The
words ‘and verified by a statotory de-
elaration’ im paragraph (a) of Subsec-
tion 1 of Section 6 arc omitted.’’

The amendment will omit the worda that
make it necessary to provide a statutory
deelaration. The amendments were sug-
gested ard prepared by the Commisaioner
of Taxation and have heen agreed to in
the Council, The trerraining three amend-
ments are purely consequential on the
first, and T move—

That the amendmenis be agreed to.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL; Are all
these three amendments consequential
apon the first amendment?

The Premijer: Yes.

Hon, 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: It is
hard to copsider amendments without
kaving a copy before us.

The Premier: That is so, but I am
assured by the Commisgsioner of Taxation
that the amendments are purely formal.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Bo far
ag the Premier read the one amemdment,
it is reagonable, and if the amendments
ars conseguential on the one he has read
out, I have no objection to raise. It is,
however, rather like legislating in the
dark when we are asked to deal with
matters in this way.

Question passed; the Council’s amend-
ments agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted,
and a message accordingly transmitted to
the Council.

BILL—INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION
ACT AMENDMENT,

Council’s Measage.

Message received from the Couneil noti-
fying that it did not insist on certain of
its amendments in the Bill, and bad agreed
to the Assembly’s modifications of two of
the Council’s amendments, but insisted on
others of its amendments.

RBeguest for Conference.
The MINISTER TFOR WORKS: I
move—

That a conference with the Council be
requested, and that the managers to ro-
present the Legislative Assembly be tha
Hon. W. D. Johnson, Mr. Thomaon and
the mover,

Question put and passed.

8itting suspended from 1145 pm. %o 1.20
am,

BILL—INDUSTRTAL ARBTTRATION
ACT AMENDMENT,

Conference Managers’ Report—Order
Dischorged.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: The As-
sembly managere have met the finuneil man-
agers in resnect of the amendments made
by the Covncil in the Tndustrial Acbitration
A¢t Amendment Bill. The Legislative
Council managers refused to budge from
their attitude, and so we have failed {o
apree. I move—

ZThat the QOrder of the Day be dis.
charged from the Notice Paper.

Question passed; Order of the May dis-
eharged.
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Jitting suspended from 124 am, lo 2.40
a.m.

BILL—WORKERS' COMPENSATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Council’s Message.

Message received from the Couneil notify-
ing that it did not insist on amendment No.
19 disagreed to by the Assembly, but in-
aisted on amendments 3 to 10 inmeclusive, 13,
16, 17, 18, 23, 24, 25, and 27 to 31 inclu-
sive disagreed to by the Assembly, and that
it had proposed an alternative amendment to
No. 2, in which amendment the Council de-
gired the concurrence of the Assembly, and
had acreed to the Assembly’s amendment to
the Council’s amendment No. 14.

Eequest for Conference.

The MINISTER FOR WORES moved—

That a conference ba requesied with ths
Legislative Council and that the managers
to represent the Adassembly be Hom. W. D.
Johnson, Alr. North, and the mover,

Question put and passed.

BILL—PERMANENT
(No. 2).

Council’s Amendment.

Message from the Council notifying that
it had agreed to the Bill subject to an
amendment, now considered.

RESERVES

In Committee.

Mr. Lutey in the Chair; the Minister for
Lands in charge of the Bill

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It has
bren discovered that the intention of the
City Council waz to widen Hay-street to
80ft. and that that was the width agreed to
in 1906 by the House Committee of Parlia-
ment House and the Government. There-
fore, instead of the City Council requiring
20 linka from Parliament House grounds 40
links were needed. )

Mr. Panton: Will that take in the Legis-
lative Coune¢il chamber?

Mr. Marshall: We shall all be in favour
of it if it does.

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: The
Lemistative Couneil bas made the amend-
ment in the Bill to provide for the extra
20 links and has asked this House to agree
to it. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Mr. PAYLOR: The Minister has not
stated the case correctly. Aection was taken
in 1916 and not in 1906 as the Minister said.

The Minister for Lands: T may have made
an error in the date,

Mr. TAYLOR: Sinee we were so easily
eonvinced that they should have 20 links
of Parfisment House grornds, application
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has been made for us to double the width
of the strip. That would very uearly take
in the old Water Supply offices, and would
encroach so far on these grounds that it
would be necessary to terrace the soil and
erect a 3ft. or 4ft. wall, This House ghould
not agree to granting the extra 20 links,
The City Council have more roads and
streets now than they can properly look
after. I withdrew my cpposition to the Bill
on the second reading after the statement
of the member for West Perth (Mr. Davy)
that the City Council were nepotiating to
purchase the High School property. If they
purchased the High Schoel block and took
off a strip of 20 links, they could make a
very decent thoroughfare of that part of
Hay-street. I hope the Minister will with-
withdraw the 40 links proposal and adhere
to the 20 links, and he should also satisfy
himself that the City Couacil will get 20
links from the High School grounds, With-
out that, the strip of Parliament House
groonds would be of no value.

Mr. Clydesdale: What is the good of 20
links?

Mr, TAYLOR: It will be ample,

Mr, MAKSHALL: 1 agree with the mem-
ber for Mount Margaret. Tf 20 links be
given to the City Council, it is all that is
required. Even such a strip would be of
no use unless the City Couneil had a mile
strip of the same width, otherwise there
in 8 danger of moterigts utilising the wid-
ened portion of Hay-street to indulge in
speeding. Unless the whole of Hay-street
can be widened, the widening of the pro-
posed section will he worse than vseless.
I would not give the City Council a foot of
the land asked for wnless the couneil were
prepared to widen Hay-street all the way to
Thomas-street. What will the City Couneil
do with the land when they get it?

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Rafle it

Mr. MARSHALL: Widening the strest
for so short a section will involve the setting
up of two boitlenecks throuph which will
pour the congested motor traffic. What ia
the good of this piece of land to the City
Covneil?

Hon, 8ir James Mitchell:
good of it to us?

Mr, MARSHALL: In any ease, they can-
not use 40 links, A etrip 20 links wide
shonld be ample. Tt means that the Legis-
Intive Council are pandering to the City
Conneil.

The Minister for Lands: The Legislative
Covneil have had nothing whatever to do
with it. T have explained that once,

Mr. MARSHALL:: TIf the City Couneil
were ready to make use of the land, 20 links
wonld he ample.

Mr. DAVY: T am smazed at the heat en-
pendered over thiz small proyesal. We
atarted off with a little Bill to carry into
effect what a previous Government had at.
tempted to do many years ago. The Qov-

What is the
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ernment, without any witd protest from
anyone, attempted to do a certain thing.
It was thought this had been accomplished,
but the Joint Hovse Committee objected.
There the matter rested for many years,
1t was revived by the City Council and the
Town Planning Asseciation, who approachel
the Government with the request that the
matter should be finally arrunped. They
asked for u suffivient strip of land from the
Parliament House reserve to enable them Lo
widen Hay-street in the vieinity of Parlia.
ment House to 80ft. At present Hay-street,
including footpaths, is only 53ft. wide. That
is a disgraceful width for the main thor-
oughfare of the city. The Joint House Com-
mittee have agreed to the proposal, A letter
was written to the City Council from the
Premier’s Department definitely stating that
the request had been granted that Hay-
street should be widened to BOft. opposite
Pazliameni House, and this was to be sub-
jeet to the approval of the House Commit-
tee. Our Premier pledged his word that
this would be done, but he did so under a
misapprehension. It was generally thought
that the Joint' House Committee and the
Government had power to do this, but it
was found that the contrary was the ease.

Mr. Tayler: You are bull-dozing us,

Mr, Teesdale: The House Committee deal-
ing with a Class ‘*A’’ regerve!

Mr. J. H. Smith: You make the Premier
look like a fool .

Mr. DAVY: The member for Roebourne
is not as wise as he sounds.

Mr, Tecsdale: T am only communing with
myself.

The Minister for Works: How this united
party is getting on!

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Members must
ceasa from interjecting.

Mr, DAVY: It ia not eatirely free from
doubt that a proclamation under the Per.
manent Reserves Act might effeet this
transfer, Tt provides that even portion of
a Class ‘“A’’ reserve may be cut out for
roads by proclamation.

Mr. Taylor: You are wrong.

Mr. DAVY: The point i3 open to argn-
ment.

The Minister for Lands:
difference of opinion.

Mr. DAVY: The Government might have
endcavoured to do without reference to Par.
liament that which Parliament is now ask-
ing for, but, because there was a doubt, they
were too honest to make the attempt. They
conld have pretended to do it and no one
would have disputed it. The officer of the
Lands Department thought all he had to do
wasg to endeavour to carry out the original
proclamation.

Mr. J. H. 8mith: The Premier had no
right to make the promise he did.

My, DAVY : Tt is open to question

Yes, there is n

[ ASSEMBLY.]

whether he had the right or not. Seection 3
of the Permanent Reserves Act says—
Nothing in this Act shall preveat the
survey and declaration by the Governor of
apy necessary roads and streets through
or over any reserve classified as Class
-IB,I ar C]asa IICI!F

Mr. Taylor: There you are!
reserve is mot mentioned.

Mr, DAVY: Let the hon. member wait &
minute. By a subsequent Act, No. 63 Vie,,
No. 24, this section is amended by strikiog
out the words ‘‘classified as Class ‘B’ or
Class ‘C.” ’* The Act ig reasonably open to
the interpretation that the Government are
entitled to do this. After all, 80 feet is not
too great a width for the principal artery
of Perth. Moreover, the City Couneil have
made a firm offer to purchase the High
School property, with a view to widening a
further length of Hay-street; and the mo-
ment thie Bill becomes law in the form
which i8 now requested, the purchase will
be completed.

Mr. HUGHES: I am surprised to learn
that the City Couneil are reaching ont to
buy more property whilst they cannot fur-
nish decent streets and footpaths, In East
Perth, principally because one of their lead-
ing officers made a ‘‘bull,’’ they are threat-
cning to resume a property which they will
not be able to use for yeara.

Progress reported, and leave given to sit
again at a later stage.

Class {iA,,

BILL--WORKERE' COMPENSATION
ACT AMENDMENT.
Message received from the Council noti.
fying that it apreed to the Asgembly’s re-
quest for a conference.

Sitting suspended from 3.35 to 6.40 am.

BILL—PERMANENT RESERVES
(No. 2).

In Committae.

Resumed from an earlier stage of the
aitting.

Mr. TAYLOR: When progress was re-
ported we were disenssing the relative
merits of the proposal to hand over 20 links
or 40 links. We have agreed to hand over
20 links,

Hon. W. ID. .Tohnson:
it!

Mr. Hughes: Cannot we give the City
Conneil 20 linka this year and 20 links next
year?

Mr. TAYLOR: The question is whether
we ghall agree to hand over another 20 links,
making it in all 40 links.

Then that settles
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Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Then you are
in favour of the proposal?

Mr. TAYLOR: I am not in favour of it.
When I was discussing this matter before,
I placed the Minister for Lands in a false
position. I said he was quite wrong when
he said that an order was made by the Ex-
ecutive Council in 1906. I have looked up
the file with the Minister's assistance, and
I find it was made in that year, In justice
to the Minister I wish to withdraw my state-
men.

The Premier:
awake all night!

Mr. TAYLOR: I said that to my know-
ledge the matter e¢ropped up in 1918 and
the files bear out my statement in that re-
g~ect. In 1917 the City Council thought
they were on velvet and actually sent up a
contingent to take possession of the land.

The Premier: Had it not been for the
solid defence put vp against them, they
would have eaptured the land.

Mr. TAYLOR: Yes, As custodian of
this House and Chairman of the House
Committee, I ordered them to withdraw,

Mr. Mann: Did they not eall up their
reserves?

Mr. TAYLOR: They withdrew and we
did not hear anything more until within the
last three or four mouths.

The Premier: We signed a freaty of
peaec.

Mr. TAYLOR: I do not know what hap-
pened. They wanted a new Hounse Commit-
tee who did not know the troubles of the
past.

Hon. W, D. Johnson: Yon are responsible
beeauce if you had allowed them to take
the 20 linka in those days they wonld have
been satisfied. Now they want 40 links.

Mr. TAYLOR: I am prepared to give the
City Council 20 links, but I will not give
them 40 links.

Mr. Clvdesdale: What will you do with
the land if you hold on to it?

Mr. TAYLOR: It forms part of a Class
A" reserve mand it cannot be interfered
with unless & Bill be passed through Par-
liament for the sapecific purpose.

The Minister for Lands: That is ques-
tionable.

Hon. W, D. TOHNSON: Because of what
the member for Mt. Margaret has said we
shall have to prant these 40 links. He says
they could have had the 20 links, hnt he
won!d mot permit them to take it. I had
no idea the hon. member was the eunlprit in
the matter. It is throurh his interference
that we are faced with this position.

Mr. Taylor: You are quite wrong.

Hon. W. D, TOHNSON: The City Couneil
had the right to take if.

Mr. Taylor: They had no right.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: And the hon.
member offered them 20 links. He should
apolorize to the Committee for having
brought this upen wa.

That statement kept him
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Mr. TAYLOR: The member for Guild-
ford has tried to turn this matter into 8
joke., The louse Committee did not graut
any privilege to the City Council. We
opposed the whole thing all along. The
House Committee that the Premier ap-
pointed is the cause of nll the trouble.

The Premier; If the 20 links had been
granted in the first place, we could have
got out of it with that.

Mr. TAYLOR: The House committee
would not give one inch of ground, but the
Premier, in ignorance, of the position, told
the deputation that he would recommend Lhe
new House commitiee to do this, and they
did it.

The Premier: I banked on the House com-
mittee refusing to do it.

Mr, TAYLOR: The House committee the
Premier appointed deserted him and went
back on the old House committee.

Hor. W. D. Johnson: It is up to you to
explain the matter,

Mr. TAYLOR: T appeal to the Committee
to grant no more than 20 links. I am in-
formed that whatever area we do grant a
gimilar area will be utilised for the same
purpoge from the High School ground.

Question passed; the Conneil’s amend-
ment agreed to.

Resclution reported, the report adopted,
and a message accordingly returmed to the
Couneil.

BILL~-WORKERS' COMPENSATION
ACT AMENDMENT.,

Conference Managers’ Report,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. A,
Me¢Callum—South Fremantle) [6.23 aum.]: I
bave to report that the managers of the
two Houses bave met to consider amend-
ments to the Workers’ Compensation Act
Amendment Bill. The Council managers
were adamant. Wa were told when we
entered the room that there was no chance
of their making any conceasion or advane-
ing from the pesition already reached. It
appeared to be little use our going on with
the conference, but as I was most anxious
if possible to save the Bill, I did@ go on
with it. I have to report 29 foliowa:—

The following amendments have been
made to the Council’s amendments:—

No. 2. In the definition of ‘‘depend-
ant'' in Bection 4 of the Act insert after
‘fupon’’ in line two the words ‘‘or
wholly or in part supported by.”’

The balance of the Council’s amend-
ment is agreed tfo.

No. 4. Bection 8 of tbe Act is
hereby amended by deleting the word
ffand’! in line two and imserting in lieu
thereof the word ‘‘or,’’ and also by in-
gerting after the word ‘‘emrloyment’®’ in
line two the words ‘‘or whilst the worker
i3 acting under his employer’s instrue-
tions.’’
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No. 1%, Delete {rom the Council's
amendment the words ‘‘whose decision

shall be final.’’
In all other instances the Couneil’s
amendments have heen agreed to.
I move—
That the report be adopted.

Question put and passed.

In Committes.

Mr. Lutey in the Chair; the Minister for
Works in charge of the Bill

On motion by the Minister for Works, the
recommendations of the conference were
ngreed to.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted,
and a message transmitted to the Council ae-
quainting them accerdingly.

BILL-TRAFFIC ACT AMENDMENT.
Council’s Amendments,

Message received from the Couneil noti-
fying that it had agreed to the Bill subject
to amendments.

In Committes.

Mr. Lutey in the Chair; the Minister for
‘Works in charge of the Bill.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: These
amendments, in brief, mean that the schedule
of the traffic fees has beem adopted, while
the rest of the Bill has been slaughtered.
What is left of the Bill is limited in dura-
tion to December of next year. The Bill now
means that for 12 wmonths the loeal au-
thorities will get the fees provided in the
schedrle, That is all. The rest of the Bill
has been struek out,

Hon. W, D. Johnson: Thig is resiricted
on the basis of the present Aectf

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: Yes, the
position will not be altered. The trafie
fees will go direet to the loezl authorities.
All the clanges dealing with the repulation
of traffic have been struck out, and merely
the schedule of fees adopted until this time
next year. That, briefly, is the Bill. It will
have to be redrafted to meet the position
but I think we might have a motien to adopt
the Council’s amendments en bloe. There
will be no time to have them printed for
submission to members. I have told the
Committee the exact position. The aschednle
alone is to apply. I move—

That the amendmenta be agreed to.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Wa now
have just the schedule and ome or two
clauses applying to the schedule, but nothing
more. We still have the clause giving the
Minister power to charge license fees for
motor vehicles carrying passengers. I think
we can safely agree to the amendments,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr., Paunton; If the Counecil has seat
them down, we ecan safely agree to them.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I am
agreeing with the Minister, He wishes to
have the right to coliect his fees, and I pro-
pose to give him that right.

Mr. TAYLOR. It is an overwhelming
testimony to the power of the other Cham-
ber. Members on this side tried to amend
thz Bill in the same way the Couneil has
amended it, but we were not permitted to
dot an ‘‘i’’ or cross a ‘“t,”’ because numer-
ically we are weak. But we see now how a
great power, a majority of the Assembly,
willi bend the knee when confronted by the
Counceil,

Mr. Panton: Even that is better than
hending the elbow,

Question passed;
ments agreed to.

Resolution reported, the report adopted
and a8 message accordingly returned to the
Couneil.

the Couneil’s amend-

BILL—INSPECTION OF MACHINERY
ACT AMENDMENT,

Returned from the Council without amend-
ment.

BILL—WORKERS3! COMPENSATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Council’s Further Message.

Message from the Council reccived and
read notifying that it had apreed to the
Assembly’s further amendment to the Conn-
cil’s amendment No. 2, to the alternative
amendment No. 4, and to the further amend-
ment of No. 13.

ANJOURNMENT—CLOSE OF SESSION.

Complimentary Remarks.

The PREMIER (Hon. P. Collier—Boul-
der) [7.35 am.]: I move—

That the House at its riging adjourn
till Thursdaey, the 22nd January, 1925,

T Qesire to offer you, Mr, Speaker, the com-
pliments of the season and to extend the
same compliments to the Leader of the Op-
position and to all members of the House,
We have had a fairly busy session, and on
the whole we have been able to get through
the business amicably., Certainly the work
during the past week or so bas beean some-
what strenuous, and many, if rot most, mem-
bers have become physically and mentally
exhausted. All things come to an end, how-
ever, and every member will be pleased to be
released from the work here to erjoy a well
earned rest. I hope you, Sir, will have a
pleagant Christmas and a prosperous New
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Year. 1 extend my thanks to the Clerk,
the Clerk Assistant, the ofticers of the
House and the *‘*‘Hansard’’ staff for the
courtesy extended to members on all oeca-
gions, I hope the new year will be bright
and prosperous to all, and that we shall
meet again with ‘remewed strength and
vigour to eonduct the business of the
House in the same spirit that has pre-
vailed during.the present sessiou.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham [7.87 a.m.] : 1 desire to endorse the
remarks that have fallen from the Fre-
mier, and [ wish you Mr. Speaker and the
officers of the House a merry Christmas
and a happy and prosperous New Year. [
wish the Premier, his Ministers and mem-
bers the compliments of the season, and all
that T hope for this country is that it may
be prosperous amd that all the people in
it may prosper and enjoy life as we woulil
have them enjoy it. The session has been
very strennous but the work hag heen rend-
ered lighter by the encrgetic manoer in
which Ministers have presented Bills and
attended to their duties. On the whoele
we have bad a pleasant session and our
friends oppesite have had nearly all their
legislation apvroved. T wish all a pleasant
aud happy time in the new year.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON (Williams-
Xarrogin) [7.38 am.}: On behlf of the
leader of the Country Tarty 1. ton, desire
to add a few wards to the felivitations ex-
pressed. We have had a pleasant session
and I think that nsefnl work has been
accomplished. T congratunlate the Govern-
ment on  their earnestness and on the
manner in which they put their legislation
hefore the ITouse. T congratulate thein
too upon the sucecess they have had, in
sopme respeets, with the Legislative Coun-
cil as regards the taxation measures, This
is Christmas eve and it is a time when
many people desire to follow the advice
of the great prophet and take a nttle wine
for their stomach’s sake. 'Therefore, T
ean conpratulate the Government again
on some of the measures they have lost,
as well as those they have succeeded in
getting throngh, T wish the Premier a
verv pleasant anrd successful trin to Eng-
land. T admire him for the work that he
«0n ronscientions! performed in this House
for manv vears as Leader of the Opposi-
tion. T have not known anyone who was
=0 constant in his attendance tn his duty
or who was more energetic than he. As
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Premier of the State he bas continued to
display the same activity and interest in
the State’s welfare, and we all agree that
when he goes away he will go as a great
Auvstralian and will worthily uphold Weat-
ern Australia’s interests in the centre of
our great Empire. I wish you, Mr,
Speaker, the Chairman of Committees, the
ufficers of the House and the ‘‘Hansard’!
staff a merry Christmas and a happy New
Year.

Mr. S8PEAKER [741 am.]: Mr. Pre-
mier, Sir James Mitcheli, Mr. Johnston,
and hoo. members. This i8 a time when
we are very fatigued from the weariness
due to the heavy labours of a long period.
It is a time now when you are to rest
from your labours, and I sincerely trust
that the burden of your work does mot
follow you. T am very proud to occupy
this position, and to receive the thanks
which have been tendered, and the good
wishes for a merry Christmas and a happy
New Year. [ reciproeate those wishes to
you all. T desire personally to thank the
Clerk, the Clerk Assistant, the Chairman
of Commiltees, the officers of the House,
and all connected with the services of
Turliament as associated with this Assem-
bly, for the yvmpathetic helpfulness they
have shown to me, und indeed to all the
services of the House, during the session,
T hope all of you will have a really merry
Christmas, and that, so to speak, the
wireless heart-thrills of the world, glaneing
in oy at thiz festive season, may thrill
in sour own bosoms, and that yvour homes
and your associations may he such as to
make vom feel that the life you Tive is
sunny, hopeful, and gladsome, I trust
that the New Year may bring to you all
fresh triemphs for your ideals and ambi-
tions, and that you may join in the gen-
eral prosperity of -this great State and in
the natural development and growth of
that great Empire under whose flag we
labhour in the Southern Hemisphere, T ean
fa¥ 1o more, except to express my heart-
felt thanks, in more than mere formality,
coming as they do from my hosom, from
mv recollections of your kindness, from
the friendships I have formed, and fromn
the good feelings that bave been extended
to me during my first session in the
necapaney of the Chair,

Qunestion put and passed.

House adjourned at 7.45 am. (Wednesday).

Parliament was prorogued to the 26th March, 1925, by proclamation published
in the ‘‘Government Gazeite’’ on 16th TJanuary, 1923.

By Authority: Frep. WM. Stmpson, Government Printer, Perth,



